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AMSAY’S CANNEL COAL. 


Analysis by Lewis THompson, Esq. :— 


' Specific Gravity. | Cubic Feet. | oo 
600 9151 = 27°2 candles. 
RAMSAY’S PATENT CONDENSED COKE, 


Do. GARESFIELD COKE, 


‘RAMSAY'S FIRE-CLAY ARTICLES. 
| GAS-RETORTS, introduced 1828, 
| FIRE-BRICK WORKS, established 1804. 

FIRE-CLAY, SANITARY PIPES, CHIMNEY- 
TOPS, and all Goods made of Fire Clay. 

The Fire Clay is worked from Blaydon Main Col- 
liery, is of excellent quality, and no expense spared in 
; per lectin every article. 

‘The FIRE-BRICKS (marked ** RAMSAY”) are to be 
seen in all parts cf the world, and the works are the 
most extensive in the Kingdom. 


:| Manufactories: DERWENTHAUGH, SWALWELL, and 


|HEBBURN Quay. Offices: Broap CHare, NEW- 
CASTLE-UPON-TYNE. Address, G. H. Ramsay. 


IMPROVED GASLIGHT. 


Most of the complaints made of deficiency of gaslight, 
, and bad gas, arise from the unskilful combustion of the 
| gas, and especially from the employment of bad burners. 
The atmosphere is thus rendered offensive and un- 
wholesome, and becomes charged with smoke—an in- 
convenience that is especially felt in churches, theatres, 
and public offices. 

By using proper burners, regulating the pressure, and 

















carburetting the gas, it will be rendered the cheapest 
and most wholesome artificial light that can be used. 

CARLESS, BLAGDEN, and Co., having been for many 
years practically eng in turing every va- 
riety of substance used for the production of artificial 
light, have for some time specially directed their at- 
tention to the subject of carburetting gas. 

In conjunction with Gro. GLoveR and Co.,an ex- 
tensive series of experiments have been conducted with 
the greatest care, and by means of instruments of the 
highest scientific precision; and the result of their 
united efforts is, that the fluid and apparatus have been 
so improved as to give a real commercial value to the 
process of etting common gas. The most im- 
portant result to be obtained from this process is that 
the light can be doubled or trebled, and that for an 

| equal amount of High t the production of heat and car- 
e 





| bonic acid gas will be greatly reduced, even to less than 
the quantit a, y produced by wax candles and oil-! lamps. 
| _Messrs. Ggo. GLovEr and Co. will have pleasure in 


showing the apparatus in use, and in giving ‘any expla- 
| nation that may be desired. Architects, engineers, 
and scientific men generally, are specially invited. 

For list of prices, and all other information, apply to 


GEO. GLOVER and CO., 
Wonks, RANELAGH ROAD, PIMLICO, 8.W.; 
CARLESS, BLAGDEN, and CO., 
2, NEW LONDON: STREET, E.C. 


or, 











COWEN’S PATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 
J O8ErH COWEN and CO, 
BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


Were the only parties to whom a Pr1zzB MEDAL was 
awarded at the GREAT EXHIBITION of 1851, for **Gas 
REToRTS and OTHER OBsEOTS in Fire-CLay,” and 
they have also been awarded in the INTERNATIONAL 
ExHIBITION of 1862, the Prize Mepat for “Gas 
Rerorts, Fire-Bricks, &c., for EXceLLeNce of 
Quatirty.” 

J.C. and Co. have been for many years the most 
extensive Manufacturers of Fire-Clay Retorts in the 
United Kingdom; and orders for Fire-Clay Retorts 
of all shapes and dimensions, Fire-Bricks, and every 
other article in Fire-Clay are promptly executed at 
their Works as above. 

COWEN’S GARESFIELD COALS, 
Coal Office, 
Quay Sipk, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION. 





J OnX RUSSELL AND CO, 
THE OLD TUBE WORKS, 
CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY; 
ALMA WO. > 
WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE; 
and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, 
Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Iron Gas Tubes 
and Holders of the present Patents; Inventors and 
—< Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam 
oilers. 
J. R.and Co. make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings 
oo Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders 
be executed in afew days. 
on Metal, and all other kinds of Cocks, Stocka, 
ena and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. 
All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, 
ood “Warranted. 


HE MARQUIS OF LOTHIAN’S 
CANNEL COAL, 

This Cannel is extensively used in the Gas-Works of 
Edinburgh, and been so for Forty Years, and is well 
known to Gas Manufacturers throughout Scotland. 

The yield per ton is 12,573 cubic feet, with an illu- 
minating power equal to 33'8 standard sperm candles. 
Coke per ton by weight is 1046 lbs., by measure 
26 bushels. 

For price and other information, apply to Mr. JoHN 
Romans, Civil Engineer, 53, Frederick Street, EpIN- 
BURGH. 





| tronage for several years past, and to intimate that he 


| Manufacture of CL 


| of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other 


BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE 


| 
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CLAY —t AND eh pmpting WORKS, 
AR NEWCASTLE-ON-LYN 


“Wu COCHRAN CARR begs 


most respectfully to thank the Metropolitan, 
| Provincial, and Continental Gas Companies for their pa- 


has rebuilt and ori, 4 his extensive premises for the 
RETORTS; and thatheis now 
prepared to execute thelargest orders with Fy | 


and despatch. Orders for FIRE-CLAY 


Articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the shortest notice, 
and on the most reasonable terms. 
London Agents: JAMES LAWRIE & ©O., 
63, OLD Broap Street, City, Lonpon, | 





WEST HAM GAS COMPANY. 





SECRETARY WANTED. 
(THE Directors require the services 


of a gentleman to act as SECRETARY to the 
above Company. No one need apply whose whole 
time is not available. 

‘The Secretary will be required to find two sureties 
to be jointly and severally bound with him in the sum | 
of £1000. 

The salary will be £300 per annum. | 

Applications, in writing, to be addressed to the | 
Secretary, West Ham Gas Company, Stratford, E., 
not later than Saturday, the 5th of May next. 

Selected candidates will receive due notice to attend 
on a day to be named hereafter. 

By order of the Board of Directors, 

Wm. J. Nixon, Secretary. 








April 23, 1866. 





Established 
A.D. 1782. 


WILLIAM BLEWS AND SONS, 


9, 10, Ll, and 12, NEW BARTHOLOMEW STREET, | 


BIRMINGHAM ; | 


i 
Prize Medal i 





AND 38, WEST SMITHFIELD, LONDON; 
PATENTEES AND MANUFACTURERS OF 
METAL AND GLASS CHANDELIERS, &c., | 

IN THE PUREST STYLE OF ART. Also of '} 
IRON TUBES AND FITTINGS, | 
FOR GAS STEAM, AND WATER; 
Steam and ‘other Cocks in Gun-Metal and Brass ; 
Stecas, Taps, and Dies; Gas-Hooks and Burners ; 
Brass, Copper, ‘and Composition Tubes; and every | 





| article required in the erection of Gas- Works. 


ALL WARRANTED. 











LONDON GAS-METER 


LIMITED, 


Manufacture and Supply their 


with 





LANGHAM WORKS, GEORGE STREET, LANGHAM STREET, LONDON, W., 
and 
OSNABRUCK, HANOVER, 


NEW PATENT ROTARY DORYVY METER, 


SEAMLESS DIAPHRACM 


(now so extensively used by the largest Gas Companies at home and abroad) ; also their 


IMPROVED SLIDE-VALVE DRY cheaaniee 
PATENT WET METER, 


Whereby the Water-Line is always kept at the right level. 


Orders and Tenders for Station-Meters, Governors, and Experimental Apparatus generally, promptly attended to. 


COMPANY, 
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J. T. BEDFORD, Secretary. 
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CLEGG’S TREATISE ON COAL GAS. 
In May nezt will be published 


The FOURTH EDITION of this Standard Work on 
the Manu: re and Distribution of Coal Gas, com- 
prising the improvements that have been introduced 
to the present time, and with numerous additional 
illustrations. 

The price to non-subscribers has been reduced to 
One Guinea. 

Advertisements of Gas Apparatus, and of materials 
used in the manufacture of Gas, intended for insertion 
in the Fourth Edition of Clegg’s Treatise, should be 
‘|sent before the end of this month to W. B. Kina, 
No. ll, Bolt Court, FLeet Street, E.C., by whom 
orders for the work will be received. 


FIRE ENGINEERING. 
Now ready, with numerous Illustrations, Diagrams, 
&c., handsomely printed, 544 pp., demy 8vo. Price 
£1 4s., postage 10d, 


FIRES. FIRE-ENGINES, AND 
FIRE BRIGADES; with a History of Manual 
and Steam Fire-Engines, their Construction, Use, and 
Management; Remarks on Fire-proof Buildings, and 
the Preservation of Life from Fire; Statistics of the 
Fire pee in English Towns; Foreign Fire Sys- 
tems; Hints for the Formation of, and Rules for, Fire 
Brigades; and an Account of American Steam Fire- 
Engines. By CuHarves F. T. Youna, C.E., author 
of “The Economy of Steam Power on Common 
Roads,” &c. 
Lonpon: Lockwoop and Co., 7, Stationers Hall 
Court. 











NOW READY, 


Vo. XIV. of the JOURNAL of GAS 
LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, and SANI- 

TARY IMPROVEMENT, for 1865, price 21s., bound 

in cloth and lettered. A few copies of Vols. II., III., 

IV., V., VI., VIL, VIII., IX., X., XI., XII., and XIII. 

are still on sale. 

W. B, Kina, 11, Bolt Court, FLeet Street, E.C. 








Gas LEGISLATION, 1865, 


Now ready, 
Reports of the Proceedings before Select Committees 
of the House of Commons. 

BATH GAS BILL—price ls., by post 1s. ld. 
KENT GAS BILL—price ls. 6d., by post 1s. 7d. 
PRESTON, EXETER, AND FOLKESTONE GAS BILL—price 
1s., by post Is. ld. ‘ 

STROUD GAS (Local Government Supplemental, No. 3) 
Bill—price ls., by post ls. ld. 








Also, price 2¢., by post 2s. 1d., 

Reports of the Proceedings before Select Committees 

of the House of Lords on the 

LEAMINGTON, LIVERPOOL, & RAMSBOTTOM GAS BILLS, 
HANLEY GAS BILL. 

UNITED GENERAL (DUBLIN) GAS BILL, 


London: WILLIAM B, KiN@, 11, Bolt Court, FLezr 
Strxuet, E.C. 


RUTTER ON GAS LIGHTING. 
Just Published, Fcap. 8vo., toned paper, pp. 71, sewed, 
price 6d., 


DVANTAGES of GAS in PRIVATE 
HOUSES. 


A Hanpy Book ror Gas CoNsuMERS: 
TELLING THEM WHAT TO DO, 
AND WHAT NOT TO DO. 
By J. O. N: RUTTER, F.R.A.S. 
A new and revised edition, and the 193rd thousand, 
. LonpDON: 
VirtvE BrotTHers AND Co., 1, AMEN CORNER, 
PaTERNOSTER Row, and all Booksellers. 1865. 
A cheaper edition (the 194th thousand), on plain 
paper, but in all other respects the same as the above, 
and which is intended for distribution by gas com- 
panies, is also ready, price £12. 12s. per 1000 copies, 
and £1. 7s. 6d. per 100. 








Crown 16mo, 


pp. 20, 
AS IN DWELLING-HOUSES: 

Irs Usks, CONVENIENCES, AND ECONOMY. 

A revised and enlarged edition, and the 50th thousand, 
Price—1000 copies, £3. 10s.; 560 copies, £1. 17s. 6d.; 
any smaller number at 8s. 6d. per 100, 

When 1000 copies are ordered, the official title, scale 
of prices, and other information relating to the busi- 
ness of the Company, will be printed on the covers 
without extra charge. 

All orders and inquiries for the two last-mentioned 
editions to be addressed, direct, to the AUTHOR, Black 
Rock, BRIGHTON. 


R. G. W. STEVENSON, C.E., F.GS., 


(for the last 10 years Engineer to the Corpora- 
tion of Halifax), may be consulted upon all matters 
connected with the construction of gas-works, and the 
manufacture and supply of gas; also upon the con- 
struction of water-works and the supply of water to 
towns; and also in respect to the sewerage of towns, 
and sanitary works generally. 

Offices, Waterhouse Street, HALIFAX, and 14, Park 
treet, WESTMINSTER, 





GANUEL CUTLER, Gasholder. 
MAKER and CONTRACTOR 
For Tanks, Roofs, Purifiers, Condensers, Erection 
and Alteration of Works and every description of 
Gas APPARATUS, 

PRovIDENCE IRON Works, 
MILL WALL, POPLAR. LONDON, E, 





GLOBE METER-WoRES. 
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NEWTON & BRADDOCK, 


{MANUFACTURERS OF 


STATION METERS, CONSUMERS METERS, &c., 
OLDHAM. 





WALTER FORD, 


159, GRAY’S INN ROAD, LONDON. 


MANUFACTURER OF WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, STATION-METERS, 
GOVERNORS, &c. &c. 


Sole Manufacturer of PADDON’S PATENT STREET-LAMP REGULATORS, for insuring 
any required consumption. These Regulators are in general and increasing use, and references can be given to 


Gas Companies who use them for every Lamp. 
F. & C. OSLER, 


45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON; 
Manufactory—Broad Street, Birmingnam—Established 1807, 
MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 
LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c. &c. 
ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, for GAS, from £4 upwards 


Made from ‘‘ReGIsTzRED’’ DgsIGNs), with GLass BRaNouEsS, &c.; suitable 
lor DRAWING-ROOMS and BALi-rooms. The more extensive use of Gas in 
private dwellings has induced Messrs. OsLER to direct their particular ac 





tion to the manufacture of this.clas: of articles—which, with a view to their 
general adoption, are offered at very moderate prices. Purchasers can select from 
a great variety of patterns, to which additions are being constantly made. 

THEATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BALL RooMs LIGHTED BY EsTIMATE 
ON THE LowEsT TERMS. 


MARTIN’S 
LEE MOOR PORCELAIN FIRE-BRICKS, 


Containing no Lime, and only ‘45 of Oxides, resist the strongest heats, and will last for Gas-Works 
longer than any others. 
Samples and prices sent, and the highest references given, on application to 


MARTIN BROTHERS, 
ST. AUSTELL, CORNWALL. 


JOSEPH BOULTON, 
80, KING’S CROSS ROAD, 4xp 
103, GREAT PERCY STREET, CLERKENWELL. 


Manufacturer of the Patent Dry and Improved Unvarying Water-Line Gas-Meters and Station-Meters, 
Governors, Experimental Meters, and Pressure Gauges, on the most improved principle. 

Old Meters thoroughly repaired, and altered to meet the requirements of the Act of Parliament. 
ALL METERS WARRANTED. 


ROTATORY AND DOUBLE-ACTING GAS-EXHAUSTERS, 


with many recent improvements, from 1500 to 120,000 cubic feet per Hour. 


JAMES BURTON, SONS, & WALLER, 


MAKERS OF ENGINES, MACHINERY, and IRONWORK for GAS-WORKS, 
efficient and durable TAR, LIQUOR, and SYPHON PUMPS, 

* GAS-VALVES, with or without Wedges, worked with powerful Worm and Rack, 
SELF-ACTING BY-PASS VALVES, with Lid and Relieving Lever, 

ROTATORY, TUMBLER, and CAPILLARY WATER DISTRIBUTORS for SCRUBBERS. 


JOHN'S PLACE, HOLLAND STREET, SOUTHWARK, LONDON, 5S.E. 

















REDUCED PRICES OF an 
BRYAN DONKIN & CO’S 


IMPROVED GAS VALVES 
WITH WROUGHT-IRON PINIONS 

from 2 inches to 18 inches, price 9s. 6d. to 12s. per inch diameter 

List of prices, with full dimensions of all sizes up to 36 inches, to be 
had on application. , 

These Valves are all proved on both sides to 30 lbs. on the square inch 
before leaving the works, and are always kept in stock. 

Valves made with Outside Racks to order. Also, Screw Water-Valves 
with Gun-Metal Faces. 


BRYAN DONKIN & C@.,, 
ENGINEERS, 





Main Laying and Gas-W orks erected complete. 











NEAR GRANGE ROAD, BERMONDSEY. 
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THE GAS-METER COMPANY 
(LIMITED), LONDON, 
(Successors to CROLL, RAIT, and C0., LONDON, and WEST and GREGSON, OLDHAM.) 


MANUFACTURE 


STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS 


At their Oldham Establishment, which has long possessed the reputation of supplying this description of apparatus of the most 
perfect construction and appropriate design. 


CONSUMERS GAS-METERS IN CAST-IRON & TINNED SHEET-IRON CASES. 


STREET GOVERNORS, PRESSURE and EXHAUST REGISTERS, TEST GASHOLDERS, 
AND EXPER'MENTAL GAS APPARATUS GENERALLY. 








For information, &c., apply to 


GEORGE RAIT, Managing Director, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON. 


E. J. & J. PEARSON, 


DELPH & TINTAM ABBEY FIRE-CLAY & BRiICK-WORKS, 
| STOURBRIDGE, 


PROPRIETORS OF 
BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT & CRUCIBLE CLAY; 


MANUFACTURERS OF 








GLASS-HOUSE POTS, CRUCIBLES, GAS-RETORTS, & FIRE-BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


LLOYD AND LILO Y¥ D, 
ALBION TUBE-WORKS, BIRMINGHAM, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, 
PLAIN, GALVANIZED, & ENAMELLED, for Gas, Steam, and Water, from } in. to 6 in. bore. 
STOCKS, TAPS, and DIES, GUN METAL GLAND-COCKS, WATEReGAUGES, &c.; 
PATENT LAP-WELDED IRON TUBES, 


For Locomotive and Marine Boilers, &c, 


LONDON WAREHOUSE-N? 66, QUEEN STREET, E.C. 


WALKER 8S’ 
ore a OR GRIDS FOR fiance 


These celebrated Grids are used for and UNAFFECTED 
| [: BY EITHER LIME OR OXIDE, WHICH IS SO DES- { 
4] TRUCTIVE TO IRON GRIDS. They are much cheaper, | 
and VERY MUCH MORE DURABLE than Iron Grids. 
DRAWING No. 1 
Shows our most firm and durable kind of Wood Grids. 
They are made BEVEL IN SECTION FOR KEEPING 
CLEAN, and for LARGER AREA OF GAS PASSAGE 
through them. 
They have outside frames of HARD UNDAMAGE.- 
1] ABLE WOOD, which enables them to be COMPRESSED 
I!) UNDER HEAVY PRESSURE, PROTECTS THEM jj 
Wi, FROM ROUGH USAGE, and binds them together with 
i STRENGTH AND SOLIDITY. 
DRAWING No. 2 | 
Shows our second quality of Wood Grids of a less substantial {}/}/]/ 
and cheaper kind. They are made parallel in section, and ff) | iH) Ne 
are suitable for lighter work. ‘hI 
Prices on application to 


C. & W. WALKER, 
Midland Works, Donnington, near Newport, | 
TMM SHROPSHIRE; xp 
No. 1. Little Sutton Street, London, E.C. 
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ANOTHER 
MEDAL AWARDED BY THE JURY, INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 
1862, | 


To THOMAS GLOVER, 
SUFFOLK STREET, CLERKENWELL GREEN, LONDON. 





Tuomas Grover has great pleasure in informing Gas Companies and his other Patrons, that the Jury of Class XX XI. of 
the International Exhibition of 1862 have awarded, for his Patent Dry Gas-Meter, a Prize Medal. The reasor given for this 
| Award, in the Juries Official Report, is, ‘‘ For excellence of manufacture, as regards Dry Meters.” See Official Report. p. 346. 
Patent Dry Gas-Meter, and the reason given for these Awards is ‘‘ construction and sound workmanship.” Thomas Glover, 
therefore, claims that the construction of his Meter has obtained three Awards from the Jury of the International Exhibition of 
1862; at the same time, contrasting the Award granted for his Meter by the words, ‘ For excellence of manufacture, as regards 
Dry-Meters.” 
The Prize Meter was exhibited in Class XXXI., No. 6301, connected with a 1-foot holder, to demonstrate that a 50-light 
'Meter measures and indicates accurately the small quantity of One Foot. 


WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CO. 


(SUCCESSORS TO SAMUEL CROSLEY), 








“Established 1816. 


SE RR 





| PATENT IMPROVED WET 


W. P. and Co. invite especial attention to this Meter, which entirely overcomes the difficulty to which ordinary 
| Wet Meters are subjected, owing to the short range of the Float, which is necessary, in order to meet the requirements 
'of the Sale of Gas Act. 


|| “It is well known that n Meters constructed so that the valve will close when the water is drawn off to such a point as to renderthem $% per cent. slow | 
‘| the lights are liable to be extinguished by the closing of the valve by a sudden increase of pressure. To meet this difficulty, Mr. Pinchbeck has invented an 
| re and simple arrangement by which the action is reversed, and any such increase of pressure, in his Meter, raises the value instead of depressing it. The 

| tact of the improvement having been adopted by Messrs. W. Parkinson and Co. is a sufficient guarantee that it practically and effectually remedies the incon- 
| venience it is designed to meet.”—JovurNAL or Gas LIGHTING. 


PATENT IMPROVED DRY METER, 


Which W. P. and Co. pledge themselves to manufacture with the same quality of materials and workmanship as in their 
Wet Meter, thereby giving Gas Companies and others the advantage of procuring a first-rate Dry as well as a Wet 
Metcr, which, hitherto, they have been unable to do. 


STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS. 


Which can be seen at all the London Gas-Works. Also Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield, Nottingham, Belfast, Glasgow, Bir- 
mingbam, Dublin, Bristol, Leeds, Leicester, Brighton, Southampton, Sunderland, Wolverhampton, Bradford, Norwich, &c., &c. 


TEST GASHOLDERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, EXHAUSTER REGULATORS, 





| 
| 


| 
1} 


METER, 











It is worthy of remark, that the only two other Firms who receive Awards both manufacture imitations of Thomas Glover's | 


| 


i| 
| 
i| 

| 


| 


PATENT WET AND DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &c. : 
COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, E.C. f 


| 
| 


| 
| 








MINUTE CLOCKS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS, PRESSURE REGISTERS, &c. 
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Notes upon Passing Events. 





Tue inquiries of the committee of the House of Commons 


fruit. We are beginning to get something like an idea of our 
manifest wants, and also of our resources. As we showed in 
our last “‘ Notes,” the wants of the public are so great and so 
rapidly increasing that théy cannot be much longer neglected. 
The question of Main Drainage and Thames Embankment 
was debated for years without any signs of a definite con- 
clusion; but one hot summer and poisonous Thames settled 
the matter. So with the question of street traffic accommo- 
dation. The railway. stations which were supposed to be 
likely to relieve, have aggravated the difficulties, at any rate, 
as far as wheeled traffic is concerned. Very soon it will not 








gers to travel. The rise in the value of materials, and still 





into the local taxation of the metropolis are already producing | 


be how we may, but how we must, open out room for passen- | earnings idirectly, and this transfer would do it. 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 305 | 





more the steady rise of wages, adds year by year to the cost | 
of possible improvements. The only available sources beyond 
improvement rates are the taxes on coal and wine—Is. 9d. per 
ton upon coals, and 4s. per tun upon wine—until 1882. ‘The | 





wine dues, and 9d. of the coal dues, have been given up to the | 
Metropolitan Board of Works. In addition, the Metro- || 
politan Board raises a rate of 6d. in the pound, and finds that | 
it cannot go any further. No funds are available for the em- 

bankment at Chelsea, for the improvement of Park Lane at 

the Piccadilly entrance, or the approaches to the Thames 

Embankment, and other minor, yet very necessary improve- | 
ments. A much-needed communication between the top of | 
the Haymarket and Oxford Street is not even planned, and 
Great Queen Street remains almost a cul-de-sac at a point | 
where an outlet from the traffic of Piccadilly is most urgently | 
wanted. A paragraph in the report was carried by a majority || 
of the committee, recommending the continuance of the coal || 
and wine duties after 1882, for a limited period, in order that || 
the Metropolitan Board may raise a loan on its security. This 

resolution was resisted by an influential minority, with the | 
usual stock arguments, as, for instance, that-coal duties are || 
opposed to modern principles of taxation. The sooner these)! 
objections are boldly contested the better. Admitting that to || 
tax London coal is to tax London industry and London 

labour, it is equally incontestable that the position of the metro- | 
polis is exceptional, and that it ought not to be dealt with , 
on ordinary rules. London is not only a great city, it is a 
city in which all England has a share, in which all England |! 
is interested, which has to provide daily for thousands) 
of travellers—tens of thousands of visitors who do not reside | 
within the limits of taxation. The Londoner, who pays dearer 

for his coals, if in trade, derives solid advantages from being | 
in the tide of customers so numerous and so rich ; and labour 
migrates to London for higher wages and more chances of 
employment. At the same time, as Ministers of State cannot | 
under our constitution venture to originate a new theory, how- |) 
ever sound, if unpopular, there is need of some parliamentary || 
champion of metropolitan interests, who will show, as it can || 
be shown, that it will pay the nation to spend something on |! 
London, and pay London to endure a perpetual tax on coals. '| 
The committee went further than reporting in favour of a mere | 
continuation of old local taxes for carrying out metropolitan || 
improvements. They recommend a new rate to be imposed on | 
the owners instead of the occupiers of houses, to be deducted, | 
in spite of clauses in leases, from the landlord’s rent. ‘To the | 
difficulties of fairly levying this tax we have already alluded. || 
But another suggestion for wbtaining further local resources has | 
originated in the evidence before the committee, and that is a | 
rate based on an equalization of all the rates of the metropolis, | 
at present so very unequal. The whole charge for the local | 
affairs of the metropolis, including poor and police rates, !! 
amounts to nearly £2,800,000, obtained from an average rate || 
of 3s. 9d. inthe pound. While the rich parishes pay the least, || 
the poor parishes pay the most. Four West-end parishes pay || 
not more than 2s. 7d.; four East-end parishes pay from 5s. 6d. || 
to 6s. 9d. Itis therefore proposed to levy a uniform rate of || 
4s. in the pound, which would lessen the burthens of those || 
least able to bear taxation, and give an additional rate of || 
3d. in the pound in perpetuity, and constantly increasing in | 
amount, to form a fund for public improvements. The com- || 
mittee did not venture to adopt this new and pregnant idea, || 
but it requires no conjuror to see that it is a suggestion likely | 
to find favour in many quarters. | 


There is another idea, scouted at present, but likely to | 


| be gravely debated and finally carried, if the working classes | 


continue successful in their perfectly natural attempt to raise || 


the rate of wages from year to year. At present, skilled me-| 
chanics at weekly wages in large numbers earn more than £100 || 
|a year, and, with rare exceptions, pay no income-tax. Of! 
| course, all under £100 a year are legally exempted. Mr. FB. 

Winn Knight, one of the M.P.’s for Worcestershire, proposed 

the oth@r day that all the fixed charges connected with the 
| poor-rates, over which the guardians had no control, should 
| be transferred to the Consolidated Fund. The Chancellor of 
_ the Exchequer successfully resisted this proposition, chiefly on 
| the ground that it would make the burthen fall too much on 
| the consuming classes. But if the labouring classes, who are’ 

for the most part exempt from all rates and direct taxes, go 

on raising their wages, there is a reason for getting at their 
In the 
metropolis such a change would leave a large margin for public 
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improvements, from which none benefit more than the earners 
'|of weekly wages, who first execute the works and then enjoy 
the benefit of open, well-ventilated streets and houses. 

When we compare the taxation of this country with that 


taxes affecting and depressing labour and the labouring 
classes is very, remarkable. Take the excise, for instance ; 


the repeal than of the existence of taxes familiar to our 
fathers. In 1825, the excise on salt was repealed ; in 1826, 
ithe excise on wire; in 1831, printed calicoes; in 1832, 
\|hides and skins were released from the visits of the ex- 
ciseman; and since that date, bricks, tiles, auctions, glass, 





a long list only spirits and malt remain subject to excise tax- 
ation. Following and accompanying these internal duties, 
the Custom-House taxes have been cut down from a thick 
|| volume to something less than a dozen articles, of which the 
three most heavily taxed—tobacco, wine, and spirits—are 
‘certainly not necessaries. This steady system of relieving 
ljabour and labourers, in a country where oetroi does not exist, 
ishould be remembered in judging of the value of our past 
|'and passing representative system. 

| The butchers and the Corporation of London are at war 
|upon a question which touches the meat-eating public more 
‘than either. The Government, impressed by the experience 
'of the cattle plague, has come to the conclusion that it would 
be well that no cattle should leave the Metropolitan Cattle 
Market alive; and so it would, if it were possible. And 
therefore it has proposed to the Corporation of London to 
build a central series of abattoirs at the Metropolitan Market. 
The Corporation is nothing loth, for central abattoirs mean fees 
and many other contingent profits—from public-houses, for in- 
stance—required to pay the interest on the capital so recklessly 
‘expended on the follies of the Metropolitan Market. Now, one- 











the introducers of disease, ought never to be admitted alive from 
their market at any rate without a quarantine of at least fifteen 
‘days. But then the market for foreign cattle ought to be at 
| the point of debarkation, a market apart ; for if they are once 
|! permitted to reach the Metropolitan Market, all precautions for 
| preventing the transmission of disease will be found futile. But 
‘a central abattoir implies, first, a multiplication of that wheeled 
cart business of which there is already too much through the 
| streets of London; and, next, the sacrifice of a considerabie 
| profit which the butcher now derives from the sale of the offal 
of every animal he slaughters at home, or close to his home. 
‘If a butcher cannot so profitably dispose of hide, hoofs, and 
horns, of lights, liver, tripe, blood, and other contents of 
|the interior of each animal, as he could if he slaughtered 
lat home, he must charge more for the flesh; and as the 
poorer classes are the chief consumers of the inferior and 
cheaper portions of the butcher's stock, they will be the prin- 
cipal sufferers. Again, it is well known that meat suffers in 
hot weather by transport. The most perfect mode of pro- 
ducing meat from a live animal is to slaughter it within a well- 
adapted place, within a stone’s throw of the shop where it is 
to be sold. The example of Paris goes for nothing in this 
question. In the first place, the French meat being chiefly 
required for soups and stews, and largely derived from oxen 
!and cows that have worked for years, is less fat, much harder, 
land less injured by rough usage, than English meat. It is 
j}/a well-known fact that French cooks, on their first arrival in 
|this country, are upset in all their culinary calculations by 
English meat, which is so infiltrated with fat. Secondly, the 
custom in Paris of cutting up meat in small pieces, leaves less 
room for injury than in London, where joints must be hand- 
some, and where sauces and side-table carving do not disguise 
defects.' Thirdly, it is not the habit of Parisians to com- 
plain publicly of official and municipal institutions. French 
newspapers have never, under any Government, opened 
'|their columms to correspondents complaining of domestic 
grievances. The London butchers estimate the loss by 
compulsory slaughter at a central abattoir at nearly half a 
million a year. That may be an exaggeration, but the 
loss would no doubt be considerable, because no public officer 
will have the same interest or the same opportunities of dis- 
posing of offalas the owner. But whatever be the loss the 
public will have to pay it. We hold that the crusade against 
private slaughter-houses is perfectly unreasonable, and founded 
on the sentimental theories and love of officialism fostered by 

















of other continental states, the steady course of repeal of 


'|the modern generation will be less surprised to hear of 


soap, paper, and, lastly, hops have been made free, so that of 


half of the Government suggestion is sound. Foreign cattle, | 
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the old Board of Health school. A slaughter-house should be 
lofty, well ventilated, well drained, with an ample supply of 
water, and convenient access for carting away the refuse offal ; 
and it should, of course, be kept scrupulously clean. If these |’ 
conditions are complied with, there can be no more objection to 
a private slaughter-house than to acheesemonger’s shop. But 
if there are districts where from the value of land it is not easy || 
for each butcher to have his own slaughter-house, then instead 
of permitting the Corporation to run riot in characteristic 
architectural absurdity, and a volume of annoying regulations, 
it will be wiser to establish, not one, but so many abattoirs as 
to make each the centre of a circle of butchers shops within a 
moderate diameter. But this would not suit the public-house | 
interest which is so strong and blatant in the Common Council. | 
Meat is going to be very dear, because in many counties the 
farmers who grow meat have been unable to fill their yards with | 
lean stock. It is not worth while to let foolish regulations add | 
a per centage to a price that will be quite high enough before | 
next Christmas. 

Why do we not rear more poultry? Why do we import 
so many fowls, turkeys, and eggs from the Continent? 
foolish public instructors continually ask. For the best of all 
reasons, because under our climate and our system of farming 
it does not pay. Long winters and a wet climate are opposed 
to rearing poultry cheaply. Corn thrashed by machine leaves 
little waste in the ear, and inferior samples go to feed cattle 
and pigs on our large farms. The peasant proprietor, thrash- 
ing rudely by hand, depends on poultry to pick a per centage 
of grain that would otherwise be lost; but a dry climate, with 
plenty of grasshoppers and such fat insects, is the origin of 
profitable poultry rearing in the best districts of France. Clay 
soil and wet weather are fatal to chickens and turkey poults. 

While we are grumbling, not without ample reason, at the slow 
progress of the public works and street reforms so much 
needed in London, and making comparisons very much in 
favour of the enlightened despotism which taxes and rebuilds 
Paris, the Parisians themselves are not perfectly satisfied, and 
grumble too in those select organs in which alone Frenchmen 
are permitted to criticize the acts of their governors. Alphonse 
de Calonne has an article in a recent number of the Revue 
Contemporaine in which the transformations of Paris are 
treated in detail in a somewhat sarcastic spirit. His text is 
an illustrated work on the Architecture of the Nineteenth 
Century under Napoleon III. He begins with M. Hauss- 
mann, ‘the most courageous man of modern times. He 
“‘has not hesitated to enter into a contest with a population 
“‘ most jealous of its rights, to override most respectable pri- 
“‘ vate interests, to apply laws in the most irritating manner, 
“‘and to confound, by the audacity of his financial combina- 
*‘ tions, the most daring speculators. Nevertheless, this man, 
“so hated by tenants, detested by landlords, and abused by 
‘newspapers, will some day be honoured with a statue, for 
“he is a man of genius!—the genius of firm will.” And 
then the writer proceeds to imagine a day, fifty years hence, 
when “the elected mayor of an electéd municipality, under a 
‘free Government,” will inaugurate a bronze gilt statue ‘‘ To 
“Duke Haussmann, from grateful Paris,” and to give a! 
report of an imaginary, and, we suspect, a slyly satirical] 
speech, for at the close of the harangue he says, ‘“‘ Here 
“the orator will proceed to demonstrate that life is made 
“for enjoyment, and that any time not spent in pleasure is 
“lost if not employed in making money, and a hundred other 
*‘ opinions that would, perhaps, astonish some timid people 
“in the present day, but which will be matters of course in 
“1915.” M. de Calonne declines to dwell on the political 
motives that led to the reconstruction of Paris; he takes it for 
granted that the principal object was to make Paris the richest, 
the most healthy, and the most splendid capital in the world. 
In M. Haussmann the Emperor found an admirable agent, 
and M. Haussmann found everything ‘‘ except architects of 
“‘ genius.” He complains, to our great surprise, that in twelve 
years not one man of genius has arisen to take advantage of 
these marvellous opportunities for distinction. And here we 
pause to remark that if architects of genius are not found in 
Paris, it certainly is not for want of those advantages and en- 
couragements, the absence of which it is the custom to deplore 
in certain artistic circles of England. Schools of art, galleries 
of art for study, large prizes every year, bursaries for success- 
ful pupils to enable them to study in Paris and in Italy, enor- 
mous works to execute, and crosses and ribands for those who 
execute them to the satisfaction of the authorities—these are 
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cial means. But we certainly are astonished to find that Paris 


architects of high taste, if not genius. Paris is so charming to 
an inhabitant of London, in consequence of the contrast between 
the wide open streets, white lofty houses, imposing fountains, 
and gay well-kept parterres, and the narrow defiles, mean 
houses, paltry fountains, which must be passed in a journey 
from Charing Cross to the Bank, that it seems we do not do 


ito the Parisian style of architecture, but will take, as more 
linteresting, the following description of the modern Parisian 
residence :—‘‘ You ascend by a spacious staircase, often of 
“ stone, carpeted, and provided at every stage with ornamental 


“‘ is preceded bya vestibule. Here is the door of the drawing- 
** room, here of the dining-room ; that other door, if you open 
** it, will lead to the rooms of the lady of the house and her 
** children, a fourth door to the master’s bedroom, and a fifth 
** to the kitchen and offices, which are also at the other ex- 
“ tremity, in direct communication with the dining-room, 
** which joins the drawing-room, which is often en suite with 
** the boudoir, and near the lady’s bedroom. The bedrooms 
“« have dressing-rooms, and as, in late years, luxury in dresses 
** has become an important part in the lives of wives, it is 
“* necessary to provide a special place for them, where they 
*‘can have plenty of room, and be preserved from dust; 
“‘ separate staircases for the servants are also essential. 
* Light is obtained by a shaft in the centre of the vast 
“stone cube ascending from a courtyard to the skies. 
« There are variations, but this is the type of the apartments 


** antechamber, to place the servants as far as possible from 
“the dwelling-rooms, and give a private access when re- 
** quired, and, above all, to give to the whole as imposing an 


Calonne, following Mr. Ruskin at a long interval, is the bane 


marble, the rails are apparently gilt, the doors are painted to 
imitate costly woods; in appearance the walls are white, 
apparently picked out with gold; and everywhere there are 
casts imitating sculpture—all for appearance. Neverthe- 
less, he adds, we wish we could say the same of the houses 
of Tyburnia. The new houses are solidly built. The stone 
used is the fine Paris limestone, which Italy cannot excel. 
The foundations are solidly placed on concrete. Wood has 
been largely replaced by iron beams and rafters. The interior 
walls are made of hollow bricks, which are both light and 
solid. In the best houses the flooring and doors are of oak ; 
but when, passing from the columned peristyle of the porte- 
cochére, you enter the elegant room where, on a capacious 
arm-chair, the impertinent concierge “reigns and governs,” 
if you ask the price of the apartment on the fourth story you 
have just been admiring, he will reply, in a disdainful tone, 
“Four hundred and eighty pounds a year, without stable or 
coach-house.” And the first floor? ‘Seven hundred and 
thirty-two pounds!” Thus there are thousands of apart- 
ments provided for persons with not less than £2500 a year. 
According to theory, every one who lives in Paris is a 
millionaire ! 

It is the fashion with Mr. Chadwick’s friends to compare 
French railways and administration with English, very much to 
the disadvantage of the latter. Recent experience on the 
London, Chatham, and Dover and the Paris to Calais line 
(Du Nord) does not bear this theory out. At the Ludgate 
Hill Station you are received with the greatest civility and 
attention, placed in a spacious and luxurious first-class car- 
riage, of which an ample number start from the station. Even 
if you arrive late there is no difficulty in obtaining any rea- 
sonable number of seats. Porters are ready to place all the 
impedimenta you require in the carriage you select. At Calais, 
if you arrive late at night, there will be apparently no porters 
awake. The arrangements are planned on the principle of 
packing every carriage full. No one civilly seeks to relieve 
you, if burdened with a bag and the necessary wrappers, or to 








of modern houses. The walls of the staircase are apparently | 
| Karslake then opened the case for the Corporation, and after 


to be had in France on a most munificent scale. If M. de | direct you to a vacant place, although in the gloom it seems 
Calonne is right, genius is not to be made to flower by artifi- doubtful if there are any vacant seats; and the fat official in 
| uniform (why are all French officials fat?), in answer to your 


with all its opportunities is not possessed of at least half a dozen | 


_ wonderfully characteristic. It was a very warm night, and the 
| copper feet-warmer of hot water was a nuisance, but although 


justice to our resources. Without a map it would be useless | 
to follow M. de Calonne through his hostile review of the | 
block plan of Paris; neither shall we dwell on his objections | 


“‘ lanterns or candelabra for gas; thus it is well lighted at 
“night, and often warmed in winter by a stove. You enter | 
“ by folding-doors, and are in the antechamber ; sometimes it | 





| 


“ of a wealthy man in Paris. The aim is to make each room | the order in which they had been referred. Thereupon rey 
“independent, and therefore they are grouped round an | Hope Scott, who appeared on behalf of the gas companies, | 


* appearance as possible.” This appearance, says M. de | 
| favoured with “a bill of indictment,” and be told on what 


the committee decided to consider in the first place the! 


| high ; that the real capital of the companies should be ascer- 





inquiry, rudely replies, “J7 y a des places partout”—the fact 
being that in the whole train there is just one vacant place at 
that moment. One more trait of French management was 


all the eight passengers begged that it might be removed, the 
official positively refused. The administration had settled that 
it must be cold, and therefore our feet were to be roasted. 
Now there are rude, stupid railway servants in England, 
although they are rare, but there are ways of bringing them | 
to reason. In France, the Jack in office is above law. Public 
opinion there is none. 





Cireular to Gas Companies. 


THE committee of inquiry into the working of the Metropolis’ 
Gas Act, 1860, and to which the various Bills relating to the) 
supply of gas in London were referred, commenced their 
labours on Tuesday, the 24th inst., Sir John Trollope being the 
chairman. The other members of the committee are—the 
Hon. R. Dutton, Sir W. Gallwey, Mr. Hartley, Serjeant King- 
lake, Alderman Lusk, Mr. Morrison, Sir John Ogilvy, Mr. 
Paull, Mr. Hastings Russell, Mr. Staniland, and Mr. Woods. 
We regret to be obliged to defer until our next number the) 
publication of the report of the proceedings, in consequence of | 
the pressure of other matter; but we can state that so far the) 
gas companies have not suffered much jdamage from the evi- 
dence adduced against them. In the preliminary discussion’ 








order of reference with respect to the Metropolis Gas Act, and | 


that they would afterwards take into consideration the Bills in! 


observed that, as the corporation of the City of London—the! 
promoters of the London (City) a Gas - Bill—must 
be regarded as prosecutors or plaintiffs against the companies, 
it was only reasonable and fair that the latter should be 








points the City of London intended to attack them. Mr. 


stating generally what was the condition of the gas supply 
before 1860, and the course adopted by the Great Central || 
Company and the two other gas companies that light the City, 
after the passing of the Metropolis Gas Act—dwelling par- 
ticularly on the assumed breach of faith on the part of the 
Great Gentral—he contended that the City is now in a far 
worse position than it was before 1860, and he endeavoured 
to establish the following positions:—That the price is too 


tained with reference to the 10 per cent. dividend; that the 
provisions of the Act of 1860 as to illuminating power and 
purity have not been observed; and that the provisions for 
enforcing the maintenance of the standard of illuminating 
power and of purity have been found not sufficient. On 
the second day the evidence of four gas consumers was 
taken to show that the gas supplied to them was deficient in 
illuminating power, and so impure as to injure their goods; 
also the evidence of Dr. Iliff, the examiner of gas in Ken- 
nington. Unfortunately, however, for the promoters of the 
inquiry, the first witness was a partner in the house of Howell 
and James, in Regent Street, whose premises are lighted with 
cannel gas, which can be proved to have an illuminating 
power exceeding 20 candles. That quality, however, failed 
to satisfy the witness, who represented the illuminating 
power as so deficient that his firm were obliged to enlarge the 
burners. The heat of the gas, he further said, was so great 
as to injure the health of the assistants, and that it was very 
different from the gas supplied in Liverpool, though made 
from the same kind of coal. He also complained strongly of 
the injury done to the goods in the shop, owing to the im- 
purity of the gas. The last witness examined on that day 
was a thorough-going gas agitator, a bootmaker, who pro- 
duced a boot which he tore up to show the committee how! 
rotten it had been made by gas, though it appears from the 
Minutes of Evidence that it was many years old. He narrated 
his grievances at great length; how he and his neighbours 
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had been charged double the quantity of gas they had con- 
sumed, as admitted by the companies themselves, who how- 
ever threatened to cut off the supply if the amount charged 
was not paid; he told how the earth was so impregnated with 
gas that it became inflammable; that gas was so bad that 
there was no escaping from it, for though the ventilation of 
his place was perfect, the gas followed him downstairs to the 
cellars. Though thus persecuted by bad gas, and though a 
vestryman of the parish of St. James, he said the vestry had 
not appointed an inspector because they thought it of no use. 
The committee became impatient with listening to such ex- 
travagancies, as well they might; and the case for the pro- 
moters was not strengthened by the evidence of the gas 
examiner, who stated that the results of his experiments on 
most occasions were that the gas was above the standard. On 
the third day Dr. Letheby was examined, and the effect of his 
evidence seems to have been to put the City of London Cor- 
poration Gas Bill out of court. Though asserting very broadly 
that the monopoly of the supply of gas in the City, as regards 
chemical quality and illuminating power, is ‘‘ as bad a monopoly 
** as it is possible to be,” yet he said by proper regulations it 
might be rendered generally satisfactory. He alluded more 
particularly to the regulations for the testing of the gas. With 
regard to price, he considered 4s. per 1000 feet reasonable ; 
and in testing the illuminating power he contended that the 
| burner which produced the highest results ought to beemployed. 
On Friday, the fourth day, Dr. Letheby underwent another 
long examination, principally with regard to the quantity of 
sulphur in gas, and to the methods to be adopted in testing it, 
|in the course of which he expounded to the committee his 
theories as to the means of purifying the gas made from New- 
castle coal from bisulphide of carbon, against the practicability 
of which we must protest, in passing. He asserted that the 
use of oxide of iron has injured the quality of the gas in every 
way, and he recommended a more extended use of lime. He 
considered the Metropolis Gas Act unworkable in the City, 
| from the want of a more satisfactory mode of testing, and from 
the want of proper jurisdiction. Dr. Letheby’s evidence told 
strongly against the Great Central Company, the illuminating 
| power of the gas having, as he said, diminished 8 per cent., 
|while the price had been raised 12 per cent., since the passing 
‘of the Metropolis Gas Act, and the amount of sulphur had 
|exceeded the permitted quantity to the extent of 71 per cent. 
lof all the testings. Mr. Dresser Rogers, the City gas agitator, 
who was examined on Friday, favoured the committee with 
some orations on the subject, which were, however, cut short, 
‘and he was told to confine himself to answering the questions 
put to him. It came out, on his cross-examination, that he 
/had been attempting to intimidate Dr. Letheby, because the 
‘evidence he had given was adverse to the Corporation Bill. 
We quote from the Minutes of Evidence his reply when asked 
‘whether he had not threatened to move the Common Council 
‘that Dr. Letheby be discharged from his office of gas analyst. 


What I said was this: When Dr. Letheby came out from examination be- 
| fore the committee, he stated to me, in the presence of another party, ‘* Your 
| bill is doomed.” 
| What said Mr. Dresser Rogers >—Mr. Dresser Rogers said: ‘‘ Then I shall 
|| be prepared to bring your evidence before the Court of Common Council if 
|| requisite.’ That was my reply. 











|, Mr. Dresser Rogers may not, however, be prepared to make 


‘|, acquaintance with the Serjeant-at-Arms, of which he incurred 


|some danger when attempting to intimidate a witness examined 
|before a parliamentary committee. The evidence of Dr. 
i Letheby was very complete, and though disagreeing from him 
/on some points, he showed clearly that competition in the 
| supply of gas in the City would be a great and unnecessary 
,evil; and we agree with him in the opinion that ‘the Bill is 
|“* doomed.” 
| The Bill of the Imperial Gas Company has met with oppo- 
| sition from several quarters, but the main object of the Bill, 
which is to purchase land at Bow for the erection of new gas- 
'works, has met with little objection; the petition against it on 
| the part of the Metropolitan Board of Works, on the ground 
that it would destroy the agréments of that locality, being in- 
tended, it must be presumed, for a joke. On that part of the 
Bill for granting power to purchase 100 acres of additional 
land without specifying the particular site or sites, so as to 
protect themselves from vexatious claims for compensation on 
the plea of nuisance, to which they had been already subjected, 
the objection of last session was renewed. It was not proposed 
to erect any works on the new land required, but the committee 
were so fearful of acting in opposition to the decision of last ses- 











sion, that they struck out the clause. This decision is considered 
an indication of the determination of the Legislature not to 
permit the storing of gas on any site not expressly authorized 
by Parliament. In some other Bills that are now pending, the 
alarm occasioned by the explosion of gas at Nine Elms appears 
to have influenced the committees to restrain gas companies 
from erecting gasholders on any land they may purchase at 
less than 200 yards from any dwelling-house. It is useless to 
reiterate the fact that the gasholders did not explode on that|| 
occasion, and to adduce the harmless manner in which the gas 
contained in them was consumed as proof that there is no 
danger of such explosion. The impression produced by the 
first announcements that the destruction of life and property 
was produced by the explosion of a gasholder still remains, 
and even parliamentary committees will not be convinced to 
the contrary. 

The rejection of the Bill of the Equitable Company is one of 
the casualties of parliamentary warfare for which those who 
enter the arena of a committee should be prepared. The 
company sought to equalize the nominal value of their shares, 
to increase their share capital by the addition of £200,000, the 
dividends being limited to 74 per cent., and the Bill as intro- 
duced contained a clause giving them power to purchase two 
additional acres of land. It was the same committee of the 
House of Lords, of which Lord Llanover (Sir Benjamin Hall) 
was chairman, that had rejected the application of the Imperial 
Company to be allowed to purchase more land, and the counsel 
for the Equitable Company after that decision withdrew the 
clause. Evidence was adduced to show that the increase in 
the population of the district and the consequent augmentation 
in the demands for gas rendered it necessary for the company 
to have a larger capital, but the Bill was opposed by the Mar- 
quis of Westminster and by the occupiers of houses in one of 
the most fashionable districts of the metropolis ; and, without 
hearing all the witnesses that the company had to call, the 
chairman said the committee did not think it expedient to pro- 
ceed further with the Bill. 

The proceedings on the Wandsworth and Putney Gas Bill 
deserve attention on several points. The company applied to 
increase their capital, and to extend their district so as to com- 
pete with the Mitcham, Wimbledon, and Tooting Company, 
one nearly equal in importance to their own, but which had 
neglected to obtain parliamentary authority. Satisfactory 
evidence was produced to show that the works are in an 
efficient state, and well conducted, that the quality and price 
of the gas were unobjectionable, and that the increasing de- 
mand for gas made it reasonable that there should be power 
granted to raise the capital required. But there was no evi- 
dence to show any misconduct on the part of the Mitcham 
Company, nor any complaint of their supply of gas to make it 
advisable that the Wandsworth Company should compete with 
them. The principal allegation against the former company 
was, that not being subjected to the provisions of an Act of 
Parliament, the gas consumers had no protection against the 
raising of the price or deficiency in quality. The committee 
therefore sanctioned competition. This case should serve as a 
warning to all companies similarly situated to take the earliest 
opportunity to apply for the authority of Parliament to carry 
on their operations. It was refreshing to observe Mr. G. 
Anderson in the new character of an opponent to competition, 
and a supporter of a company that charges 5s. 6d. per 1000 
feet for its gas. His evidence on those points is very good and 
conclusive, and we recommend its perusal by all who consider 
competition as the means of obtaining redress for gas grievances, 
real or imaginary. It was, however, so unexpected from that 
quarter, that Mr. Rodwell, the counsel for the promoters of 
the Bill, might well ask—‘‘ Are you the George Anderson 
“examined before Easter on the Brighton Bill ?” 

The Slough Gas Company were compelled to apply for par- 
liamentary authority to carry on their works, in consequence 
of proceedings having been taken against them for opening 
the ground to lay their mains. The proceedings on the Bill 
before committee are fully reported in our present number, and 
serve as a warning to other gas companies against negligence 
in the management. The works had been leased to contractors 
who had for many years allowed them to become a nuisance to 
the neighbourhood. The leaky tanks had been supplied with am- 
moniacal liquor, which was permitted to soak into the ground 
until it became completely saturated, and many of the adja- 
cent wells were contaminated. The Local Board considered that 
negligence a sufficient reason for opposing the Bill, for the 
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purpose of having the works removed to some other site. In 
that object, however, they failed, and they were told that their 
remedy wasto proceed against the company under the Nuisances 
Removal Act, by which a penalty of £200 may be imposed, 
and a further penalty of £20 for each day so long as the foul- 
ing of the water in a well is continued. The counsel for the 
promoters of the Bill applied to the committee to give costs 
against the Local Board for vexatious opposition, which the 
committee unanimously refused to do. It will be observed 
from the discussion on the clauses of the Bill, that Mr. Barlow 
has become a convert to the plan of supplying street-lamps 
with gas by average meter indication, when a properly con- 
structed self-acting pressure regulator is attached to each lamp. 
That system, he stated, has been working for some time at 
Birmingham and Nottingham, and he quoted Mr. Hawksley 
'as being satisfied with it. 

The difficulties to which the managers of gas-works are 
‘exposed by their necessary dependence on the good conduct 
of the men in their employ, have been recently exemplified at 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. The stokers had been paid 32s. per 
week for shifts of twelve hours per day. Not satisfied with 
that, they gave notice that they should only work shifts of 
eight hours, and should require to be paid 28s. per week. 
When the notice expired the men were paid off, other men 
‘having been obtained from Scotland; but the new comers 
|}were disinclined to work, and one of them having been 
||attacked by the old hands, there was a disgraceful riot, in 
which many persons were injured. In consequence of the 
lack of stokers, the supply of gas to the public lamps was 
obliged to be partly discontinued. The directors, after hold- 
ing out for two or three days, acceded to the demands of the 
men. But the latter, after working a couple of shifts, in- 
creased their demands. They insisted on being paid their 
wages for the three days they were on strike, and also that 
the carters, lamplighters, and others who had acted during 
their absence in keeping up the furnaces, should be dis- 
charged. With this insolent demand the directors thought it 
politic to comply, though they took measures secretly to 
obtain other men from manufactories on the banks of the 
Tyne. On Monday last, the men at work, amounting to 
about 90, were called together, when the secretary asked 
them if they would agree to the former terms of 32s. per 
week, with twelve hours shifts. Every one refused, and 
they were immediately paid off, and the new hands were 
introduced. The terms on which these have been engaged 
are 34s. per week. They immediately set to work, and 
have continued working regularly up to the present time. 
Combinations of this kind might expose the public not 
only to great inconvenience, but to serious danger; and some 
alteration of the law seems to be required to prevent the ob- 
struction of the supply of those articles which are necessaries 
of life, by the unreasonable exactions of the workmen em- 
ployed in providing them. This doctrine is, indeed, opposed 
to the prevailing notion that the working classes should have 
more political power, but it may nevertheless prove sound 
policy. 

A petition for the winding-up of the Hanley Gas Con- 
sumers Company has, we believe, been lodged by a share- 
holder ; such a course being considered to be the only means 
of obtaining funds for the payment of the claims of the parlia- 
mentary agents, the consulting engineer, and the local engineer, 
which amount to a heavy sum. It has been found impossible 
to enfore their claims against the British Gas Company, in con- 
sequence of no provision having been made for the appoint- 
ment of an umpire in the event of the arbitrators being unable 
,|to agree in their award; and hence the necessity of calling 
upon the shareholders to contribute to the liquidation of these 
claims through the medium of the winding-up powers of the 
Court of Chancery. 

The Gas-Meter Company, Limited, of Kingsland Road, 
London, Oldham, and Dublin, has just declared and paid its 
usual half-yearly dividend and bonus at the rate of 12 per 
cent. per annum. 


Correspondence, 
STEVENSON VERSUS THE EXETER GAS CONSUMERS 
COMPANY. 
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Sir,—I fully anticipated some kind of reply to my protest 
against that part of the evidence of Mr. Stevenson which con- 
cerned me, but was not prepared for such a deviation from facts 
|88 appeared in your last number, in a communication from him. 








Mr. Stevenson there accuses me of attacking, whereas it must be 
palpable to all, that the attack was made by himself, whilst I act 
only in my own defence. His expressions of — for my sake 
do not accord with the tenor of his letter, which was evidently 
written more in anger than in sorrow, and with what amount of 
truth will be seen hereafter. He says: “ When I went down to 
Exeter to view and confer with the board of directors, I was in- 
formed that up to that time Mr. Richards had not furnished to 
the company any report containing any estimate of either the 
cost of works or the cost of gas ;” and that “I had to set to work 
immediately to obtain all the necessary local data upon which to 
frame estimates, and in doing so Mr. Richards did not afford me}|_ 
the slightest assistance.” 

On reading this I was surprised how the writer could make 
such assertions, implying negligence and incapacity to me, and 
again assuming to himself extraordinary ability; but we will now 
see with what foundation. 

My estimates of “ cost of works and of gas” were delivered to | 
the company some time before the visit of Mr. Stevenson to || 
aged ; and on his arrival there these estimates were handed to | 

im. 

In confirmation of my statement, I beg to hand you a letter from 

the secretary of the company, of which the following is a copy:— 
2, Gandy Street, Exeter, April 27, 1866. 

Dear Sir,—My attention having been called to your letter dated March 28, | | 
and Mr. G. W. Stevenson’s reply thereto dated April 10, inserted in the || 
JournaL or Gas Licutine, both of which I bave carefully perused, I beg 
to say that you were engaged solely as the consulting engineer of the com- 
— from the first week in December, 1864; that you did prepare and de- 

iver the necessary plans and estimates, and attended committees of directors 

when required ; that when the company’s application for the bill was about 
to come before the committee of the House of Commons, and the directors 
being advised that a confirmation of your estimates was necessary before 
laying them before the committee, the services of Mr. Stevenson were obtained 
for that purpose. Mr. Stevenson attended before the directors on the lst of 
March, 1865, and read his estimates, which confirmed those previously given 
by yourself; and I am only doing you justice in stating that the particulars 
related in your letter of the 28th of March are strictly correct, and agree with 
the minutes in the company’s books.—I am, dear sir, &c., 

To Mr. Richards. J. O. Harnis, Secretary. 

The following is from the solicitor of the company :— 

Exeter, April 27, 1866. 

Dear Sir,—I cannot at this distance of time charge my memory with what 
occurred when Stevenson was here, but I believe he had your estimates, but 
told me they were not of the slightest use to him, and that he must make 
fresh ones. Yours, &c., 

Mr. Richards. GrorGe HERTZEL. 

The secretary's letter answers the various allegations made 
against me by Mr. Stevenson, and his attempted coup de grace 
when he says I ‘‘ was scarcely consulted,” will be met by the fol- 
lowing extract from a letter of the 11th of January last, addressed 
to me by the chairman of the company, who says :—‘ Now that 
our engagements are concluded, it is due to -_ to convey my 
assurance that you have throughout essed and retained the 
entire confidence of the directors.” I ask any one if these ex- 
pressions confirm the communication of Mr. Stevenson, whose 
only aim appears to be to elevate himself by attacks upon me. I 
ask whether, on the face of the unjust misrepresentations made 
by him, he ought not only to be “almost,” but quite “ashamed 
to have given so much good paper and ink” to such a purpose. 

W. RicHarpbs. 

[Both parties to this controversy having now been heard in 

our columns, it must cease, so far as we are concerned. ] 


Register of New Patents. 


APPLICATIONS FOR LETTERS PATENT. 

1062.—Grorce Tuomas BiunpELL, of 7, Conant Place, West India 
Dock Road, Limehouse, in the co. of Middlesex, for ‘* Jmprovements in 
screw-valves for water-closets.”” April 14, 1866. 

1084.—Joun Dicxryson the younger, of the city of York, plumber, for 
‘ Improvements in cocks or taps for high pressure, hot and cold water, 
and for kitchen ranges.” April 17, 1866. 

1116.—Joun Letcu, of the city of Manchester, in the co. of Lancaster, 
for “‘ Improvements in the purification of coal gas.’ April 20, 1866. 

1120.—Grorce Hasettine, of 8, Southampton Buildings, Chancery 
Lane, in the co. of Middlesex, civil engineer, for “‘.4n improved mode ||. 
and means for lighting and extinguishing street and other gas-lamps and 
burners.” A communication. April 20, 1866. 

1156.—Grorce Firzsames Rvssett, of Piccadilly, in the co. of Middle- 
sex, and Wit1t1am Henry Cansines, of Southwark Street, in the co. 
of Surrey, for *‘ Improvements in the manufacture of gas.” April 24, 
1866. 

1157.—Cuartes Denton Asset, of 20, Southampton Buildings, Chancery 
Lane, in the co. of Middlesex, patent agent, for “‘Improvements in joints 
or connexions for pipes.” A communication. April 24, 1866. 

1162.—A.LFrrep Uprwarp, of the Chartered Gas Company, 146, Goswell 
Road, in the co. of Middlesex, civil engineer, and the Honourable 
ArtHur AuckLanp CocHrane, of Westminster, for “ Improvements 
in the manufacture of gas.” April 25, 1866, 

1163.—Grorcz Epwarp Noong, of 50, George Street, Hastings, in the 
co. of Sussex, civil engineer, for “‘ Improvements in machinery and pro- 
cesses for deodorizing and treating sewage and other refuse and manufac- 
turing therefrom manure and other substances for chemical and other 
uses.”” April 25, 1866. 
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GRANTS OF PROVISIONAL PROTECTION. 
630.—Hven M‘Puart, of Nitshill, in the co. of Renfrew, N.B., agent, 
for ‘‘ Improvements in raising or lifting and forcing water and other 


1, 1866. 


853.—Wiiiam Crarx, of 53, Chancery Lane, in the co. of Middlesex, 
engineer and patent agent, for ‘‘ Improvements in steam-pumps.” A 
communication. March 22, 1866. 

898,—Cnartes Tureme Lrernvr, engineer, of the firm of Liernur, 
Krepp, and Co., American engineers, of Frankfort-on-the-Maine, for 
«A pneumatic method for the inoffensive removal of all fluids, solids, and 
gases from water-closets or privies, and their conduits, and of storing said 

|| materials so that they may be applied in their ~atural unchanged form to 

| agriculture and other branches of industry.’ March 27, 1866. 

| 908.—Joun Parkes the younger, of Oaken Gates, in the eo. of Salop, 

|| ironmonger, and James Parkes, of Oaken Gates aforesaid, ironmonger, 

| for “Improvements in apparatus for measuring liquids,” March 29, 1866. 








| 941.—Epwarp Brooxe the younger, of Huddersfield, in the co. of 
|| York, manufacturer of sanitary tubes and other fire-clay goods, for 
|| “ Improvements in the construction and arrangement of apparatus and 
|| material for effecting the deodorizing of noxious gases arising from sewers 
|| and drains, and for the more effectual ventilation of such sewers and 
|| rains.” April 2, 1866. 
,992.—James Youne, of Limefield, in the co. of Mid Lothian, N.B., 
gentleman, for “‘ Jmprovements in distilling.” April 6, 1866. 
| 1023.—James Sparrow and Samvet Poote, both of Frood Iron- Works, 
near Wrexham, in the co, of Denbigh, ironmasters, for “Improvements 
in collecting the heated gases from blast-furnaces so as to utilize the 
same.’ April 10, 1866. 
/1026.—Gzrorce Witi1am Suryner, of the Strand, in the co. of .Middle- 
| sex, for ‘‘ Improvements in the means of and apparatus for utilizing 
sewage matters and liquids.” April 10, 1866. 


NOTICES TO PROCEED. 

3222.—Wir11am Brookes, of 62, Chancery Lane, in the co. of Middle- 
sex, civil engineer and patent agent, for “ Improvements in turbines for 
obtaining motive power, applicable also to raising and forcing fluids, and 
to propelling ships or vesse/s.’ A communication. Dec. 13, 1865. 

3261.—SamureL Wuirtrnovuse-the elder, Samven Wuirenovse the 
younger, JEREMIAH WuITEHOUSE, and WiL11aAM WuiTeHovtszg, all of 
Dudley, in the co. of Worcester, engineers, for ‘‘ Certain improvements 
in the means of collecting waste gases arising from blast-furnaces.”’ Dec. 
18, 1865, 

3268.—Henry Puianck, of the city of Manchester, in the co. of Lan- 
caster, dentist, for ‘‘ Improvements in apparatus for regulating heat 
obtained by the combustion of gas.’ Dec. 18, 1865. 

3303.—Gerorce Davis, of 1, Serle Street, Lincoln’s Inn, in the co. of 
Middlesex, and of 87, St. Vincent Street, in the city of Glasgow, civil 
engineer and patent agent, for ‘‘ 4 improved gas-burner.’ A commu- 
nication. Dec. 21, 1868. 

3317.—Gzorce Davies, of 1, Serle Street, Lincoln’s Inn, in the co. of 
Middlesex, and of 87, St. Vincent Street, in the city of Glasgow, civil 
engineer and patent agent, for ‘‘ Improved apparatus for burning com- 
bustible vapour (such as that from naphtha or coal oil), for heating, 
cooking, and lighting purposes.”” A communication. Dec. 22, 1865. 

769.—Grorce M‘Kenzis, of Glasgow, in the co. of Lanark, N.B., 
cement manufacturer, for ‘‘ Improvements in obtaining illuminating gas 
and oil.” March 15, 1866. 

896.—Wirt1am ALExANDER LyrTze, officer of the secretary’s depart- 
ment, General Post-Office, London, for ‘‘ Improvements in the means 
and apparatus for the distillation and rectification of hydrocarbon and 
other volatile otls.”’ March 27, 1866. 


PATENTS WHICH HAVE BECOME VOID 
BY REASON OF THE NON-PAYMENT OF THE ADDITIONAL STAMP DUTY OF 
£50 BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF THE THIRD YEAR, 


956.—Isuam Baces and Wiiu1am Srvpson, “ Improvements in purifying 
and treating coal gas, sulphuretted hydrogen, and other gases containing 
sulphuretted hydrogen, and in obtaining sulphur, sulphuric and other 
acids in such treatment.” April 16, 1863. 














Parliamentary intelligence. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monpay, Apri 16. 

The BromsGrove AND Drortwich Water Biil was brought from the 
Commons, read a first time, and referred to the Examiners. 

The West Mipptesex WATER, and the Dustin CorPoRATION WATER 
Bills, were read a second time, and committed. 

The Rypg Gas Bill was read the third time, and passed, and sent to the 
Commons. 

The ALpersuor GAs AND WarTer Bill was read a third time; amend- 
ments made; Bill passed, and sent to the Commons. 

The ImrertAL Gas Company; EquiraBLe Gas Company; BopmIn 
Water; and the Dustin Corporation WATER Bills, were referred to a 
Select Committee, consisting of Lord Llanover (chairman), Earl Leven and 
Melville, Earl Morley, Lord Berners, and Lord Keane, who will meet on 
Thursday, April 19, at eleven o’clock. 


Turspay, Aprit 17. 

The Atprincton, Hove, anp Briguton Gas; NEwcAsTLE AND GATES- 
HEAD WATER; and the SHEFFIELD WarTeER Bills, were brought from the 
Commons, read the first time, and referred to the Examiners. 

The Bansury Gas Bill was read the third time, with the amendments, 
and passed, and sent to the Commons. 

Petitions were deposited against the Bromscrovs AND DroirwicH 
Water Bill, from the Worcester and Birmingham Canal Navigation Com- 





liquids, and in the apparatus or mechanism employed therefor.” March 4 
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' pany; from the Droitwich Canal Navigation Company; and from the Droit- | 


wich Junction Canal Navigation Company ;—against the Sourn Srarrorp- | | 
suirE WATER Bill, from J. H. Henry;—and against the Imperrat Gas || 
Company Bill, from the National Society. 


|| 

Tuurspay, Aprit 19. | 

Bopmin Water Bill—The Select Committee reported that they had not || 

proceeded with the consideration of the Bill, no party having appeared in |; 

oT thereto. The orders made on Friday and Ronday last were dis- | | 

charged, and the Bill was committed. | 

Paistey Water Bill—A Standing Order applicable to the petition of 

inhabitants of Paisley, praying to be heard by counsel against the Bill, was 

considered, and dispensed with. 

The Patstey WATER Bill was read a second time, and committed. 

The East Barnet Gas anp Water Bill was reported, with amend-| 


ents. 

The West Mippiesex WATER Bill was reported, without enestanet, | 
and commited to a committee of the whole House on Tuesday next. 

Petitions were deposited against the Huppgersriztp Water Bill, from 
millowners, &c., on Longwood Brook; from the Earl of Dartmouth and 
others; and from G. Mallinson and another;—against the ParsLey WATER 
Bill, from inhabitants of Paisley ;—against alteration in the HUDDERSFIELD 
Water Bill, from the Meltham Local Board of Health;—and against altera- | 
tion in the SHerrieLp WATER Bill, from owners, &c., of mills, &c., on the! 
rivers Loxley and Dun. 





| 


Fripay, Apri 20. l 
The Unirep Gexrerat Gas Company (Dusxtn) Bill, and the Bopmry | 
Water Bill, were reported, with amendments. | 
The HotyHeap Water; Briron Ferry Gas; Herwoon WATER; 
Newark Gas; and the Lercesrer Warer Bills, were read a second time, | 
and committed. 
The ImpertaL Gas Compayy Bill was reported from the Select Com- | 
mittee, with amendments. The Queen’s consent signified. 
EquiraBte Gas Company Bill.—The Select Committee reported that it | 
is not expedient to proceed further with the Bill. 
The Sroursripee Gas Act AMENDMENT Bill was brought from the | 
Commons, read a first time, and referred to the Examiners. | 
Petitions were deposited against the CampripGe University AND Town | 
Water Bill, from committee of visitors of Cambridgeshire, &c., lunatic 
asylums; and from inhabitants of Cherry Hinton ;—against the HuppERs- 
FIELD Water Bill, from Linthwaite District Local Board and others;—and 
against the Sour SrarrorpsuirE WATER Bill, from the corporation of 
Lichfield; from feoffees and sidesmen of the conduit lands of Lichfield; 
and from the Earl of Lichfield. 








Monpay, Apri 23. 


The Dusitn Corporation Warer Bill was reported from the Select || 


Committee, with amendments. 

The Taun Water Bill was brought from the Commons, read a first time, 
and referred to the Examiners. 

The Hotyugap Water Bill was reported, with an amendment. 

The CampripGe, Untversiry AND Town Water Bill, and the Srock- 
Ton Gas Bill, were read the second time, and committed. 

The SouTHGATE AND Cotney Harcu Gas Bill was read the third time; 
an amendment made; Bill passed, and sent to the Commons. 

The East Barnet Gas AND WaTER Bill was read the third time, and 
passed, and sent to the Commons, 

A petition was deposited against the ALDrinaTon, Hove, AND BRIGHTON 
Gas Bill, from the Brighton and Hove General Gas Company. 





Tuespay, Aprit 24. 

The Bansury Gas Bill was returned from the Commons, with the 
amendments agreed to. 

The BromsGrove AND Drorrwicu WATER Bill was read a second time, 
and committed. 

The Unrrep Generat Gas Company (Dustin) Bill, and the Imprrra 
Gas Bill, were read the third time, and passed, and sent to the Commons. 

The West Mipptesex WATER Bill was reported. 

Petitions were deposited against the ALDRINGTON, Hove, AND BRIGHTON 
Gas Bill, from the Brighton Gaslight and Coke Company ;—and against the 
SHEFFIELD WATER Bill, from the Corporation of Doncaster; from the South 
Yorkshire Railway, and River Dun Company, and Manchester, Sheffield, 
and Lincolnshire Railway Company; from Trustees of the Duke of Norfolk; 
and from M. D. Armitage and G. C. Armitage. 





Tuurspay, Aprit 26. 

The Leicester WATER Bill was reported, with amendments. 

The Heywoop WATER Bill was reported, without amendments. 

The Croypon CommprciAt Gas; SourH STAFFORDSHIRE WATER; and | 
the SuerFrieLp Water Bills, were read a second time, and committed. _ 

The Loneron Gas Bill was read the third time; amendments made; Bill 
passed, and sent to the Commons. 
The HotyHeap Water, and the Bopmin Water Bills, were read the 
third time, with the amendments, and passed, and sent to the Commons. 
The Paisbey WATER; CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY AND Town WATER; 
BROMSGROVE AND DroirwicH WaTER; SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE WATER; 
and the SHEFFIELD WATER Bills, were referred to a Select Committee, con- 
sisting of Lord Silchester (chairman), Earl Cowper, Earl Verulam, Lord 
Saltoun, and Lord Castlemaine, who will meet on Tuesday next at eleven 


o'clock. | 


Fripay, Aprit 27. h 
The BricgHTON AND Hove GenerAL Gas, and the ConaieTon GAS AND 
IMPROVEMENT Bills, were brought from the Commons, read the first time, 
and referred to the Examiners. 
The Huppersrietp Warer Bill, and the Frome Gas Bill, were read a 
second time, and committed. 
The West Mipp.Esex WATER Bill was read the third time, and passed. 
The Dupuy Corroration Warer Bill was read the third time, with 
the amendments, and passed, and sent to the Commons. oe 
SHEFFIELD Water Bill.—A Standing Order applicable to the petition 
of = ra praying to be heard by counsel against the Bill, was dis- 
nsed wit! 
P RNENTIELD Water Bill.—The order appointing certain lords to consider 
the Bill was discharged. . 
The HuppersrizLp Water Bill was referred to the Select Committee 
on the Paisley, &c., Water Bills. 











A petition was deposited against the Suerr1zLp WATER Bill, from Isaac, 
Tronside. | 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monpay, Aprit 16. 

The ALpriIncToN, Hove, AND Bricuton Gas Bill, and the SHerrreLD 
Water Bill, were read the third time, and passed. 

The NEwcastTLE AND GATESHEAD WATER Bill was read the third time, 
and passed. The Queen’s consent signified. 

The Sroursripce Gas Act AMENDMENT Bill, and the Tarn WATER 
Bill, as amended, were considered, and ordered to be read the third time. 

The Hornsey Gas, and the Ventnor Gas AND Water Bills, were read 
a second time, and committed. 

The GRANGE AND CARTMEL District Gas AND Water Bill was read 
the first time, and referred to the Examiners. 

The Lonpon (Crry) Corporation Gas Biil.—On the motion of Mr. 
Ayrton, it was ordered—That Mr. Lusk be added to the Select Committee 
on the London (City) Corporation Gas Bill. 


TueEspay, Apriv 17. 
Warer-Works Bill.—The petition of the Dundee Water Company, for 
alteration, to lie upon the table. 
The Bury Gas; CLEETHORPES GAs; CONGLETON GAs AND IMPROVE- 
MENT; Eppw Vate, Beaurort, &c., WATER; and the Netson Loca 
Boarp Bills, were reported. 
The Standing Orders Committee reported, that in the case of the Rocu- 
DALE WareR Bill, petition for additional provision, the Standing Orders 
ought to be dispensed with. That the parties be permiticd to introduce 
their additional provision accordingly, if the committee on the Bill shall 
think fit. 
Lonpon (Crry) Corroration Gas Bill.—Colonel North discharged from 
further attendance on the Select Committee ;—Mr. Staniland added to the 
committee. 


Wepnespay, Aprit 18. 
The AtpersHot Gas AND WATER, and the Rype Gas Bills, were read 
the first time, and referred to the Examiners. 
The WanDSswoRTtH AND PuTNey Gas Bill was reported. 
Lonpon (Ciry) Cororation Gas, &c., Bills—The following members 
are added to the Select Committee on these Bills:—Sir John Trollope, Sir 
W. Gallwey, Sir John Ogilvy, Mr. Kinglake, and Mr. Hartley. 


Tuurspay, APRIL 19. 
The Srovursripnce Gas Act AMENDMENT Bill was read the third time, 
and passed. 
A petition was deposited against the Rocapate Warer Bill, from the 
Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway Company; against alterations in com- 
mittee. 
The meeting of the Select Committee on the Lonpon (Crry) Corpora- 
Trion Gas; the GAstignt AND Coke AND Ciry or Lonpon GASLIGHT 
AND Coke Companies; the GASLIGHT AND Coke Company; and the 
Loxpon Gas Bills, is fixed for Tuesday, April 24, at twelve o'clock. 


Fripay, Aprit 20. 
The Tarn Water Bill was read the third time, and passed. 
A petition was deposited against the Stove Gas Bill, from owners, &c., 
and inhabitants of Upton-cum-Chalvey. 





Monpay, Aprit 23. 
The Rocupare WATER Bill, and the SLoucn Gas Bill, were reported. 
Banbury Gas Bili—The Lords amendments were agreed to. 
The Bricuron AND Hove GENERAL Gas Bill, as amended, was consi- 
dered; clause added; amendments made; Bill to be read the third time. 
The Conateton Gas AND IMPROVEMENT Bill, as amended, was consi- 
dered, and ordered to be read the third time. 
The Lonpon (Crry) Corporation Gas Bill.—Mr. Francis Russell moved 
that it be an instruction to the Select Committee on the London (City) 
Corporation Gas Bill, that the several petitioners who have prayed to be 
heard by counsel, and the promoters of the Bills referred to the said Com- 
mittee, may appear and be heard by counsel, if they think fit, upon the 
inquiry into the operation of the Metropolis Gas Act. 





Tuespay, Aprit 24. 
Lonpon (City) Corporation Gas Bill.—Power to the Select Committee 
to send for persons, papers, and records; five to be the quorum. 
The WEARDALE AND SHILDON District Water; the Britiso Gas 
(STAFFORDSHIRE PoTTerigs); and the CoLtcHesTer Gas Bills, were 


reported. 





Wepnespay, Aprit 25. 

The Bury Gas; CLEETHORPES Gas; and the Espw Vate, Beaurort, 
&c., WaTER Bills, as amended, were considered, and ordered to be read the 
third time. 

The East Barnet Gas AND WarER Bill was read the first time, and 
referred to the Examiners. 

A petition was deposited against the Warer-Works Bill, from the Cor- 
poration of Bradford. 

Lonpow (Crry) Corporation Gas Bill.—Mr. Westropp discharged from 
further attendance on the Select Committee on the London (City) Cor- 
poration Gas Bill; Mr. Paull added to the committee. 

The LiverProot CorPoRATION WATER Bill was reported. 





Tuurspay, Aprit 26. 
The Brignroy anp Hove GENERAL Gas, and the ConGLteron Gas 
AnD ImpRovEMENT Bills, were read the third time, and passed. 
The Kitmarnock WATER Bill was reported. 





Fripay, Apri 27. 

The WanDsworRTH AND Puryey Gas Bill, as amended, was considered, 
and ordered to be read the third time. 

The Untrep GeneraL Gas Company (Dustin), and the ImprRIAL 
Gas Company Bills, were read the first time, and referred to the Examiners. 

Gas (Metropo.is) Act (1860).—Two petitions from Bethnal Green, for 
repeal of the said Act, were referred to the Select Committee on the London 
(City) Corporation Gas Bill. 

The Cuarnam, Rocuester, &c , GAs; Neata New Gas; Worksor AND 
SutrEoaK Gas: Brynmawr Gas; and the Ventnor Gas AND WATER 
Bills, were referred to a Select Committee, consisting of Mr. Knight (chair- 
man), Mr. Gore n, Mr. MacEvoy, and Capt. Kearsley, who will meet 
on Wednesday, May 2, at twelve o'clock. 











HOUSE OF LORDS. 
(Before Lord Luanover, Chairman; Lord Leven and Merviiix, Lord 
Mortey, Lord Kerner, and Lord BERNERS.) 
IMPERIAL GAS BILL. 
TuurspAY, Aprit 19, 

Mr. Denison, Q.C., Mr. Cripps, Q.C., and Mr: Granvitte SomERsEt, 
were counsel for the promoters; Mr. RoDWELL, Q.C., and Mr. WILKINsoN, 
appeared for the vestry of St. Pancras; Mr. PHINN, Q.C., for the Metro- 

itan Board of Works; Mr. Hope Scorr, Q.C., and Mr. Bourxg, for the 
| oe Canal Company; Mr. Lippe, Q.C., and Mr. ARCHIBALD, for the 
vestry of Chelsea; Mr. Eyre Luoyp, for Mr. WiLLIAM WITS, and others; 
Mr. ARCHIBALD also appeared for the vestry of St. Marylebone in opposition 
to the bill. Petitions against the bill were also presented from the North 
London Railway Company, Mr. Charles Bagley, the trustees of the river 
Lea, the East London Water-Works Company, the vestry of Paddington, the 
vestry of Fulham, the C cial Gas C y, Dr. H. P. Rea and P. 
Nelson, and the devisees in trust of C. Bagley, deceased. 

Mr. Denison said this was a bill to enable the Imperial Gaslight and Coke 
Company to incresse their capital and to acquire some land in the parish of 
Bow—and only in the parish of Bow—for the purpose of their undertaking, 
and for the erection of additional works. That statement was sufficient to 
give their lordships a general description of the bill, and he would now pro- 
ceed at once to give more in detail the objects to which the bill related. The 
preamble stated that by the pone Act of 1854 the former Acts of the 
company were consolidated and amended, and their share capital was limited 
to the sum of £1,300,000, and such capital was divided into shares of £50 
each which had been fully called up; and that the company were authorized 
by the said Act to borrow on mortgage or bond £433,000, and that they had 
borrowed the whole of that amount. Then it stated that the district which 
the company were required to supply was very extensive, and the population 
and buildings within such district were rapidly increasing, and that to enable 
the company to meet their obligations and fulfil the design of their incor- 
poration it was absolutely necessary that ~~ be authorized to raise 
further sums of money, to purchase more lands for the purposes of their 
undertaking, and to erect additional works. It then set forth that the lands 
thereinafter described were well adapted for the purposes of the company’s 
undertaking, and that it was expedient they should be authorized to pur- 
chase the same. It also stated incidentally that “the said lands are situated 
beyond the limits within which the company are authorized to supply gas, 
and it is expedient that provision should be made for enabling the company 
to lay down mains so as to connect their works beyond their limits with their | | 
mains and pipes within their limits.” That clause of the preamble and the | | 
corresponding clauses in the bill would have been unnecessary but for the | 
restrictions imposed upon all the companies in the metropolis by the Act of | 
1860. And here it might be convenient that he should tell their lordships 
what was the scope of that Act which had a most important bearing upon 











the proceedings of the thirteen companies supplying the metropolis. It was} 
an Act not introduced by the gas companies, or any of them, but by certain | 
public authorities, who combined together for the purpose of imposing upon 
those companies certain restrictions, to compel them, under penalties, to give 

gas of a specific illuminating power, and various other matters. The bill so 

ote he was under discussion for a long time before a committee of the 

House of Commons, not only in the usual way, but afterwards upon a re- 

committal of the bill in consequence of an order of the House. The effect, 

of the bill was to establish what was called the system of districting. Before 

that time the companies, many of them, had been in the habit of laying 

pipes in duplicate and triplicate in the same district, which led frequently to | 
the breaking up of the streets when otherwise there would have been no|! 
necessity for such disturbance. It was done originally for the purpose of 
introducing competition, but that purpose had long before failed; and it was 
thought possible, by the local authorities, to introduce a measure by which all 
the companies would be put under certain regulations, a separate district being 
assigned to each, which district was defined by a map, signed by the chairman 
of the committee of the House of Commons, and deposited with the clerks of 
the peace of the several counties in which they were situated. The matter 
ended by a sort of acquiescence in the House of Commons by each party to 
the details of the bill, in consequence of which there was little or no dis- 
cussion upon it in their lordships House. In fact when he (Mr. Denison) 
stated the case before the committee of this House, it was agreed that the 
questions decided in the House of Commons should not be reopened, and the 
only discussion, therefore, related to some minor point which was introduced 
by one of the vestries. Practically, it was a bill promoted in the beginning 
by the local authorities, and ending in a general settlement of the questions 
at issue between them and the Lo companies, one of the provisions of the 
bill being that each company should supply gas at a specified price within 
the district prescribed for them. Accordingly, it was no longer optional with 
the companies to furnish a supply of gas; they were compelled to do it, and 
subject to penalties if they did not do it efficiently. The district assigned to 
the Imperial Company was a very large one, the population in that district 
was rapidly increasing, and the demands for gas constantly becoming greater. 
It therefore became necessary, in the last session of Parliament, for the 
company to apply for further powers to enable them to fulfil their obliga- 
tions. e bill they then applied for was similar to the present bill 
in all respects but one. It passed successfully through the House of Com- 
mons, but in their lordships House it was thrown out upon the second 
reading upon the opposition of the Bishop of London. That bill not only 
sought for power to acquire the additional land now asked for in the parish 
of Bow, but for more land in the parish of Fulham, where the company 
already had works. The parish of Fulham took alarm at the proposition, 
and instead of trusting to the protection which the law gave them against 
such works becoming a nuisance, they used their influence to get the bill 
thrown out upon the second reading without its being submitted to the in- 
vestigation of a committee. The company might have retried that question, 
as was sometimes done, for persons in many instances would not accept 
a defeat upon second reading as conclusive, and had often succeeded 
where they had failed in the first attempt. In this instance, however, the 
promoters had not done so; they did not wish to provoke ition on the 
part of the Bishop of London or other persons, and they accordingly 
revised the whole matter, and come to the conclusion that by the addition 
of the land at Bow, with such modifications as they could make in their 
works generally, they could carry on their operations for the next ten years 
without exposing themselves to the Fulham opposition. He thought he 
might add a circumstance which was a little in their favour, that on this 
occasion Fulham did not appear in opposition to their bill, from which it 
might be taken for granted that Fulham and Fulham interests were now 
satisfied. With reference to the bill itself, the first clause te which he need 
call their lordships attention, was the 5th, which gave the company power 
to purchase by agreement, and hold such lands as they might require for any 
of the purposes of their undertaking, not exceeding in the w! 100 acres 
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in addition to the lands now belonging to them, and erect thereon such 
works and buildings as they might think fit, but it 7 the company 
from erecting or constructing works for the manufacture of gas upon any 
lands to be acquired by them under the powers of this Act, except the lands 
in the parish of Bow before described, and not upon such parts of the land in 
the parish of Bow as are within 300 yards of any part of the fence round 
Victoria Park. The reason they took 300 yards was, that this was the limit 
fixed by both Houses of Parliament as the area within which all occupiers 
and owners of property were to have notice when there was an intention on 
the of a company to take land for the purpose of erecting new works 
of this nature. But the committee would observe that though they limited 
themselves so far as the execution of works was concerned to land in the 
parish of Bow, not to erect the same within 300 yards of Victoria Park, 
they sought aor to purchase and hold by agreement an additional 100 
acres of land, and that agreement did not exclude them from Fulham. He 
would tell the committee why it was desirable to take land there though pre- 
cluding themselves from erecting fresh works in that parish. 

The Cuatrman: With regard to this power to take 100 additional acres, 
do you.seek to take that indefinitely? 

Mr. Denison said they did, | he would tell his lordship why. The 
company had had pr ings taken against them by a gentleman at Ful- 
ham, a market gardener, who said that the immediate proximity of the gas- 
works was the cause of injury to his flowers. He filed a bill in Chancery 
against the ——e and obtained an injunction; the consequence was that 
they were actually obliged to | pyen that gentleman’s land in anticipation 
of the passing of this bill, and it might be that other persons from time to 
time might succeed in a similar way. ‘They never could tell what view a 
jury might take with reference to the question of nuisance, and some one 
else, there or elsewhere, might hereafter succeed in establishing a case 
against them. If so, they would be in the position of not being able to help 
themselves—they must buy that person’s property—and, therefore, they 
must have power given them to make such purchase. They asked for the 
power that they might be enabled to put an enclosure or vacant space be- 
tween themselves and those persons who were further off from the nuisance, 
and they were driven to that course by the possibility of decisions being 
hereafter obtained against them similar to the one to which he had alluded. 
The probabilty was that if it became necessary to make such purchase they 
would put up houses for their workmen upon the land, or let it to other par- 
ties upon conditions not to bring any actions against them. That was the 
reason why they sought power to acquire 100 acres additional, and he might 
state that this provision was not in addition to, but included the power to 
acquire land at Bow. The next clause to which he referred was the 7th, 
which defined the illuminating power of the gas to be supplied by the com- 
pany as equal to 14 sperm candles. It was not necessary to go through the 
details as to the mode of testing such illuminating power; it was sufficient 
for his purpose to state that by this clause the company proposed to give the 
public gas of 2 candles higher power than was required by the settlement 
and agreement embodied in the Act of 1860. There were also provigions in 
this clause restraining the company from supplying gas which contained cer- 
| tain amounts of impurity in the shape of sulphur and ammonia, which pro- 
| vision, he might add, was a further advance upon the provisions of the Act 
of 1860. A still further advance was contained in the 8th clause. By the 
| Act of 1860 the maximum price of gas was fixed at 4s. 6d. per 1000 cubic 
jfeet. The company were now enabled to reduce the price in con- 

sequence of the increase which had taken place in the consumption 
| of gas, and they therefore proposed to fix the maximum price at 4s. 
‘instead of 4s, 6d. The 10th clause was one that was founded upon the state- 
ment in the preamble that it was necessary for the company to raise addi- 
| tional capital, and it gave them the power to raise such additional capital to 
| the extent of £1,300,000, which, it so happened, was just doubling their 
| present capital. And, curiously enough, he observed, looking back upon the 
past history of the company, that since 1830 they had found it necessary 
every ten years to double their works, and consequently to double their 
capital. The committee would have witnesses called before them who would 
give all the details upon the point; it was enough for him to state generally 
that the capital now asked for was grounded upon the experience of the 
company as to the increased demands upon them since the year 1830. The 
| 11th clause of the bill limited the dividend upon the new capital to 7} per 
cent. And, here again, he might tell the committee, the company were 
| giving the public a further advantage, for by the Act of 1860 the company’s 
dividend was fixed at 10 per cent. The following clauses were more matters 
of detail as to how the money was to be raised. Sufficient to say, that in 
conformity with the requirements of the House of Commons last year, provi- 
sion was made for exercising their borrowing powers, in proportion to the 
fresh capital from time to time raised by the company. Itwasthen suggested 
that they might raise the whole of their share capital at 7} per cent., and de- 
cline to exercise their borrowing powers, and so obtain money at a lower rate 
of interest. The company at once said that if there was any doubt about it 
| they were willing that the velocity with which they might call up new 
| capital should be defined, and these clauses were introduced accordingly. 
The 20th section, with others, gave the company power to connect their works 
in the parish of Bow with the mains and pipes within their limits of eupply. and 
the rest of the sections were more technical than anything else. This was a 
general description of the provisions of the bill. He had already told their 
lordships that the Imperial Company supplied a large portion of the metro- 
polis. Although only one of thirteen companies within the metropolitan area, 
it supplied one-fifth of the population of London, and therefore if any of their 
| lordships who had sat upon other gas bills were surprised at the largeness of 
| the amount of capital now asked for, they would find the reason in the fact 
| that this comueny represented three to one of*the other metropolitan gas 
companies. The area of their supply was thirty square miles, containing 
16,000 acres. The quantity of gas delivered by them last year was 
+ 2,637,000,000 cubic feet. The company had at present three stations—one 
at St. Pancras, near the Great Northern Railway terminus; a second 
jat Fulham, and a third at Haggerstone, in the parish of Shore- 
ditch, to which they now proposed to add a fourth, at Bow. He 
|did not know whether their lordships would be particularly interested 
in going through the earlier Acts of the company, beginning in 
1830. The last special Act they obtained was in 1854, by which the com- 
any were enabled to double their then existing capital. That was an Act 
in which the noble lord in the chair, in another capacity, took a great inte- 
rest; for he (Mr. Denison) found it stated in evidence last year by Mr. Burke 
that the company were very vigorously opposed by the parishes in 1854, and 
that Lord Llanover, then Sir Benjamin Hall, took great interest in the ques- 
tion on behalf of the vestry of St. Marylebone. And he also gave the 
committee some further information as to what took place on the occasion, 
with which probably his lordship was well acquainted. Without going 
through the whole of the details, he (Mr. Denison) might perhaps inci- 
dentally refer to the reductions which had from time to time been made bd 
| the company in the price of gas. Beginning with the year 1830, he founy 























that the price charged was then 13s. 6d. per 1000 cubic feet; in 1833 it was 
reduced to 12s.; in 1834, to 10s.; in 1837, to 9s.; in 1843, to 8s.; in 1845, 
to 7s.; in 1848, to 6s.; in 1850, to 5s.; and in 1852, to 4s. 6d. It stood at 
4s, 6d. when the Metropolis Gas Act was passed in 1860, and that price was 
preserved to them as a maximum; but in 1865 the company reduced the 
price to 4s., at which it still remained. Now it could not be said that these 
successive reductions were brought about by any diminution in the cost of 
gas coals, for of late years there had been but little reduction in the cost of 
that commodity brought by railway, and indeed latterly the price had risen 
rather than decrenned e reason of the reduction in the charge for gas 
was to be sought for in the rapid increase in the consumption and the greater 
use which the company were able to make of their works and mains. And 
their lordships would see that the public had had the advantage of the course 
taken by the companies in carrying out the districting arrangements rather 
than ages in the reckless expenditure caused by competition in former 
years. That competition was put an end to by the Act of 1860, and the 
result had been that the oe had gone on reducing the price of gas, 
although the cost of coal had been on the increase. The increase of illumi- 
nating power which the company proposed to give was also equivalent toa 
further reduction of price, for by giving 14-candle gas instead of 12 they 
were increasing the value of the article one-sixth; so that besides taking off 
6d. per 1000 cubic feet they were reducing the actual charge by a further 
sum of 6d. per 1000. He would now refer to the nature of the land at Bow 
upon which it was proposed to put these works; and the reason why it was 
necessary to mention it was that there was an opposition to the bill on the 
part of a gentleman who held property in that neighbourhood, and who de- 
sired to have some very abnormal clauses introduced for his protection. The 
witnesses would describe to their lordships the character of the works already 
existing in the immediate vicinity of the thirty acres proposed to be taken 
by the company for the erection of their manufactory. He (Mr. Denison) had 
2 list of them before him, and the first on the list was the pleasant-sounding 
one, fish-manure works. He supposed this was a manufactory for manure from 
fish which had become too obsolete for consumption as food. Then came 
blood-manure works, refined oil works, tar and naphtha works, varnish fac- 
tories, colour factories, waterproof factories, lucifer match factories, and last, 
but not least, manufactories which came under the comprehensive descrip- 
tion of chemical works. All these had establishments in the vicinity of the 
proposed not more noxious manufactory of coal gas. He would now proceed 
to deal with the opposition to the bill. The first petition he had to notice 
was one from the parish of Marylebone, which he was happy to be able to 
state, after what he had mentioned of the noble chairman’s action in former 
years, amounted only to a request that no alteration should be made in the 
bill. The parish, in fact, were quite satisfied with the settlement which his 
lordship helped them to make in 1854, and the further settlement effected by 
the Act of 1860; and they were present rather on a watching petition, pray- 
ing their lordships to pass the bill as it was. The next petition was from the 
parish of Paddington, and, without reading that petition through, he might 
state the substance of it—viz., that they complained that though the price to 
be charged to private consumers was limited in the bill to 4s., there was no pro- 
per provisions in reference to the public lamps, without which the bill ought 
not to be allowed to pass. Now, he did not know whether the committee 
were aware that of late years there had been great disinclination on the part 
of the Legislature to give to public bodies any exceptional legislation with 
respect to gas. He (Mr. Denison) remembered the time when it was almost a 
matter of course to put into gas billsan obligation on the companies to supply 
the public lamps at a less price than that charged to the private consumers. 
After a while, however, parliamentary committees took this more reasonable 
view of the matter. They said: ‘‘ Why should the public lamps, which are 
after all paid for out of the funds raised from the parishioners, be charged at 
a lower rate?’ Obviously it seemed to them not the right way to do busi- 
ness. He could not tell what view their lordships might take of the question 
on the present occasion ; it was not material to the company what decision 
they came to upon it, for he was certain if a clause requiring them to supply 
gas at a lower price to the public lamps was inserted it would, when the bill 
got into the House of Commons, be struck out, as being contrary to all modern 
legislation. The next petition was from the parish of St. Pancras, and they 
said, oddly enough, that if the company were permitted to create this addi- 
tional capital it would retard the reduction in the price of gas which thev 
were looking forward to under the provisions of the Act of 1860. He didnot 
know by what kind of logic they had arrived at this conclusion. They must 
know that the population of London must be supplied with gas, and they 
must know that the Act of 1860 required one or other of the thirteen com- 
panies in the metropolis to furnish it under penalties; consequently, 
if this company did not do it, one of the others most undoubtedly 
must come in and establish new works, and break up the streets for the 
purpose of laying down additional mains—in point of fact, re-constituting 
all those nuisances which St. Pancras, with the rest of the metropolitan 
parishes, came before Parliament in 1860 to put an end to. What, there- 
fore, they could mean by saying that the Imperial Company must furnish 
the Supp , but the Imperial Company’s ial must not be enlarged, ex- 
ceeded his powers of logic to understand. Then they complained of the 
ay charged to their public lamps being greater than the price charged in 
t. Marylebone. The short explanation of that circumstance was that the 
latter parish was still supplied under a very old contract, which expired next 
Christmas, after which period they would have to pay for their public lamps 
at the rate charged to the largest private consumers, so that they would 
then be on a level with the authorities of St. Pancras in this respect. They 
then made certain wild statements about the profits of the company, of the 
incorrectness of which the committee would have the fullest and most satis- 
factory evidence from their witnesses. The next was a petition from the 
parish of Chelsea, which introduced a new question. The parish of Chelsea 
stated that the local authorities, in the exercise of their powers, objected to 
the continuance of works in the neighbourhood calculated to injure the pro- 
perty in the parish, and to interfere with the comfort and health of the 
inhabitants therein. They further stated that the company had extensive 
works and buildings for carrying on their trade at Stanley Bridge, which was 
ay in the parish of Chelsea and partly in the adjoining parish of Fulham. 
e stopped here to explain that the ouew had no works at Stanley Bridge, 
but they had there, in the parish of Chelsea, what might be called a wharf 
or inlet from the river, upon which no works whatever were erected ; so that 
though, in a legal sense, it might be said they held land in the parish of 
Chelsea, practically they had not a spot upon which they could put up@ 
single piece of —— for the manufacture of Then they stated that 
the company held a quantity of land in the adjoining parish, upon which 
recently they had erected works for the manufacture of gas. Undoubtedly 
they had, for the Act of 1854 gave them power to execute works upon that 
land; but they were not now before the committee asking for power to exe- 
cute one iota of additional works on that land. The petitioners further 
stated that they were informed the company proposed to acquire additional 
land at Stanley Bridge, and they prayed that they might be restrained from 
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erecting further works there. They alleged that the purchase of this land 
would enable them to transfer the works not actually used for the purpose 
of manufacture, and to enl: their other works, and so add greatly to 
the nuisance which the inhabitants already experienced. They also com- 
plained of the manufacture by the company of residual ‘products, but 
what they meant by that he was at a loss to understand, for the com- 
pany carried on no operations of the kind. The petition then referred 
to the bill of last year, which was defeated; but he must remind the 
committee that the parish of Chelsea had nothing to do with that; it was 
the parish of Fulham which then opposed the company, and this year that 
parish did not appear in opposition to them. The parish of Fulham being 
satisfied, he thought their lordships would pause before permitting another 
parish to come jin and complain. They then referred to the proceedings 
taken by Mr. Broadbent, to which he had already alluded, and they added 
that the nuisance from these works was felt most severely by the inha- 
bitants of Chelsea. And this led him to state to the committee that with the 
exception of Mr. Broadbent, the market gardener, no one had ever com- 
plained of a nuisance, so that their lordships might fairly assume there really 


|| was none. The petitioners alleged that the effect upon them was aggravated 


wy the fact that the gas manufactured there was not consumed by the parish. 
e did not know what right they had to complain of that, as it was part of 
the arrangement made in 1860, If the parish of Chelsea was not supplied 
by this company, it was supplied by another company; and again, he must 
remind the committee that the promoters were not seeking to do a single 
thing in the parishes of Chelsea or Fulham. The pipes of the company 
were there, and the passing of this bill would not make them more or less 
there. It turned out that Chelsea was exceedingly lucky, for the company 
which actually supplied it had no works of any kind within its limits. Then 
the petitioners stated that by the passing of the bill the grievances com- 
plained of would be augmented to an incalculable extent, and that urgent 
representations had been made to them of the injury which must result from 
the operation of the bill. He should presently ask their lordships to decide 
what Jocus standi the parish of Chelsea had against this bill in conformity 
with any Standing Order or practice of their lordships House. The com- 
pany were seeking to do nothing in the parish, nor to enlarge their works in 
the vicinity of the parish. The Standing Orders required the promoters of 
a bill to give notice to owners and occupiers within 300 yards of any intended 
works, but the rece of Chelsea did not come within that category, there- 
fore he did not know under what authority they now —— in opposition. 
The next petition was from the Metropolitan Board of Works, They stated 
that they had the supervision of the drainage of the metropolis; that the bill 
authorized the company to purchase land at Bow; that the works of the 
board would be prejudicially affected by the proposed works of the company 
there; that those works would be detrimental to the health of the inhabitants, 
and that Victoria Park would be injuriously affected by the pay of 
‘such works. To this he replied that the company had kept themselves at 
the parliamentary distance of 300 yards, and that if the authorities of Vic- 
toria Park were landowners they would not have a right to be served with 
notice. The board alleged that the company sought power to lay 
down mains to connect their works at Bow with the mains within 
the limits of their supply; that the board had important public 
works which would thereby be interfered with; that the bill was 
objectionable, and that provisions ought to be introduced for the pro- 
tection of the sewers. This was a matter of clause and could be dealt 
hereafter, and he would only state that there was already a clause in the bill 
‘which was settled with the board last year, providing for the breaking up of 
the streets. Having read the petition, he would add that, as he could not 
compel his learned friend on the other side to give him information on the 
subject, he felt at a loss to understand what there was in the preamble of the 
bill to which he objected. Next came the petition of the East London 
Water- Works Company, which stated that, in carrying out the powers sought 
by the bill, there ought to be some defini‘e plan for laying down the mains 
there, and some provisions introduced for protecting their property in the 
streets, As the petitioners did not appear by counsel, this looked very much 
like a question of clause. Then came the petition of the Regent’s Canal 
Company, and the substance of their complaint was that the power sought 
by the promoters to carry their mains under the canal was objectionable, and 
that the bill contained unlimited powers to interfere with their property. 
What the petitioners wanted was that the promoters should be compelled to 
sink their pipes under the canal, which would involve the making of a shaft 
on each side and carrying the pipes along the bottom; but in those pipes, all 
‘the moisture which was formed in the transmission of the gas was absolutely 
certain to settle there, without any means existing for removing it. He was 
happy, however, to tell the committee that this matter was in course of 
arrangement, and he would not injure the prospect of a settlement by any 
further observations upon it, The next petition was a very odd one. It was 


\|the petition of Mr. William White, who said that he was the owner of 


several freehold houses in Wick Lane, and that he also held other !and, to the 
extent of about 13 acres, on lease for 99 years at a rental of £200 a year, 
which land was applicable for building purposes; that the works of the 
company would be within 300 yards of the houses in Frances Terrace ; that 
he appeared before the committee last year, and obtained a clause leaving it 
to an arbitrator to decide what compensation he should receive for any 
damage he might sustain by such works, and that he had tried to get such a 
clause inserted in the present bill, but had not succeeded. The clause last 
year was not inserted with the consent of the company, it was forced upon 
them in a summary way by the chairman of the committee of the House of 
Commons, Mr. Jackson, and it was of such an unusual nature that if the 
company had come before their lordships House on that occasion, they would 
have felt themselves entitled to ask that it might be struck out. After 
reading the clause, he would ask their lordships whether they ever before 
heard of such a thing asa committee of the House of Commons assuming 
the question of compensation. He confessed he never did. On the contrary, 
the moment the question resolved itself apparently into one of compensa- 
tion, it was customary to say, ‘We will not deal with the maiter in any 
way ; the law gives you compensation if you are injured.” If the petitioner 
sould prove an injury and should succeed as Mr. Broadbent did, he would 
get abundant compensation ; but for a committee to say, as Mr. Jackson did, 
““we have been down to the spot and are sure that damage will be done,” 
thus substituting themselves for a jury or an arbitrator, was a most unusual 
thing. Their lordships would see at once that the moment such a thing was 
Permitted there was an end of the law; a jury was no longer called on to 
say whether there was a nuisance or not, but Mr. William Jackson, M.P., or 
any other Member of the House of Commons was to be allowed to say, “I 
know that a nuisance will be created and I call upon you to give compensa- 
tion, and I fix the mode in which that compensation shall be assessed.” Of 
course the company could not help the committee saying, ‘‘ You shall not 
have your bill without that clause ;” but he was bound to say, that if the 
bill with that clause in it had come up before their lordships last year, he 
should have felt it his duty to ask them to expunge it, and to leave Mr. 











| gether for the benefit of the public. 
| companies in different districts of London had been competing with each 





White to his remedy at law, for he demurred altogether to the chairman of 
a committee of the" 

only other petition was that of the Commercial Gas Company, but that was 
not eo upon by counsel. What the petitioners stated was, that they were 
one of the largest metropolitan gas companies, that they had a capital of 
£430,000, and that they had thoroughly and efficiently supplied the district. 
What they in substance complained of was, that there were some incidental 
clauses in the bill which authorized the promoters to lay mains and supply 
gas in connexion with their works at Bow. Their lordships would say 
whether they ought to have those powers, inasmuch as they must have these 
works. There was a petition from the trustees of the river Lea, but that 
was in course of settlement and need not be further alluded to. This was 
the case for the bill. 

James St. George Burke, Esq., Q.C., examined by Mr. Cripps. 

I have been a director of the Imperial Gas Company for 20 years, and 
for a considerable period after the decease of the late Mr. Richards I 
occupied the position of governor, but my avocations prevented my con- 
tinuing in that office, and I resigned. From time to time it has been found 
necessary to increase the capital of the company. We have a very — 
district assigned to us, in which the buildings and population are continually 
increasing, bringing with them a corresponding increase in the consumption 
of gas, so that it has been absolutely necessary to extend our capital in order 
to enable us to meet the public requirements. In 1860 an Act of Parliament 
was passed, called the Metropolis Gas Act, which imposed an obligation — 
the various companies in London to supply gas wherever they were called 
upon to do so within their respective districts, so that that which was formerly 
a voluntary service is now made obligatory. If we did not fulfil the public 
requirements, then, upon the application of any party aggrieved, the Secretary 
of State would have power to interfere with our district and to introduce an- 
other company. In 1854, the Imperial Company had to come to Parliament to 
get additional capital for the purpose of their undertaking. We then doubled 
our capital. e find by practical experience that we have doubled our 
expenditure every ten years, owing to the increase in the demand for our 
gas, and therefore we have had from time to time to double our capital. If 
I am right, we now again seek to double our capital, having made a calcula- 
tion based upon experience that we shall exhaust the additional capital in 
ten years, e have no other object in view than to meet the public re- 

uirements, I think it is obvious that no company should have to come to 
Fustioment at more frequent intervals than ten years, because the expenses 
attendant upon these applications are very great, and the necessary investiga- 
tions for the purpose of a parliamentary inquiry unsettle all the affairs of the 
company. I think when I first joined the company they were selling gas at 
9s. per 1000 cubic feet; they are now selling it at 4s. The recuction is 
owing to the increase which has taken place in the consumption of gas. I 
should state that up to the year 1854 the company were not limited as to the 
rate of dividend they declared—they might have divided as much profit as 


ouse of Commons converting himself into a jury. The |’ 





they earned—but by the Gas- Works Clauses Consolidation Act of 1847, which 
was incorporated in our Act of 1854, it was provided that for the future we 


should not pay the shareholders a larger dividend than 10 per cent., and that ' 


whatever surplus profits there might be after paying that dividend, and 
laying by a certain sum towards the creation of a reserve-fund, should be 
applied to the reduction of the price of gas. We were not under the Gas- 
Works Clauses Act until 1854. That Act contains a further provision with 
reference to dividends, which is, that if a company at its first establishment 
failed to make 10 per cent,, then as soon as it is in a position to do so it may 
make good to the shareholders the dividends of past years up to that amount, 
We say that provision applied to usin 1854. Up to that time we had never 
divided anything like 10 per cent. We then came under the obligation not 
to divide more than that, and since then we have gone on reducing the price 
of gas, although it is only recently that we have arrived at the position of 
being able to pay 10 per cent. In 1860 the parties who brought in the Me- 
tropolis Gas Bill, and who were parties acting in the interests of the vestries, 
said, ** We shall never see the time in which we shall have a reduction in 
the price of gas if the companies are enabled to recoup themselves all arrears 
of dividend,” and therefore Parliament enacted that such payments of arrears 
should only extend over six years instead of going back to the date of the 
establishment of the companies. At the same time the companies came 
under various obligations as to the price and purity of the gas supplied by 
them. The Metropolis Gas Act, 1860, was promoted in the public interests 
entirely, with a view to regulate the supply of gas, with reference both to) 
price and quality. Various restrictions were therefore imposed upon the 

companies—amongst others, there was this:—Formerly, we had always | 
charged the consumers with the cost of laying down the service-pipes; | 
by that Act we were bound to supply them for nothing. We were also| 
bound to supply meters at a rent, and to give gas of a certain prescribed | 
illuminating power; and there are stringent provisions with regard to| 
the mode of testing the gas, together with other clauses introduced alto- 

Prior to the Act of 1860, various 








other, having their mains laid in juxtaposition through the streets. This | 
was found to involve them in endless outlay and expense, while the public | 
were inconvenienced by the frequent breaking up of the streets, for the pur- | 
pose of relaying or repairing the mains. The companies then determined | 
that they would no longer pursue that system, but would divide the metro- | 
polis into districts, each company supplying alone in the district assigned to | 
them. This arrangement was viewed with great jealously by the public, who 
said we were creating a monopoly in the supply of gas, and that the district- | 
ing system ought to be under legislative control. The matter was brought | 
under the attention of the late Sir G. C. Lewis, who said that he approved of | 
the system, but thought it should be under control, and then the Metropolis 
Gas Bill was introduced, the preamble of which expressly legalizes the ar- | 
rangement of districts. That Act was very much based upon the Imperial | 
Gas Act of 1854, which was strongly opposed by the vestry of St. Maryle- 
bone, but after a very long discussion, in which the noble lord in the chair 
took part, a series of clauses was arranged and settled, and these clauses 
formed to a great degree the basis of the Act of 1860. The Metropolis Gas 
Act and our own Act of 1854 provided that as soon as we reached a 10 per 
cent. dividend, and had laid by a certain reserve-fund, we must reduce the 
= of gas. We found last year that we had arrived at that period; we had 

een able to pay the proprietors 10 per cent., and we had created a reserve- 
fund which we considered adequate to our necessities. We, therefore, took 
off 6d. per 1000 cubic feet from the price of gas, which gave to the public no 
less a sum than £50,000 a year. The effect of that reduction in price has been 
to reduce our dividend slightly below 10 per cent., and we have made up 
that amount out of our reserve-fund, which we are authorized to do. 

Mr. LippEt : I now propose to ask a question as representing Chelsea. 

Mr. Cripps: And I repeat the objection made by Mr. Denison to the vestry 
of Chelsea appearing here at all in opposition to the bill. 

Mr. LiwpeEtu : I appear on behalf of the vestry of Chelsea, who, of course, 
are the constituted authority to represent the parishioners. 
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The Cuarnman: You had better ask Mr. Burke a question. 
Witness ; And if I answer it, it will be without prejudice to the question 
of locus standi. 

Mr. Cripps: If it is for Mr. Burke’s convenience, I will allow the ques- 
tion to be asked without prejudice. 

Mr. Lippei: My friend, Mr. Denison, in opening the case, said the com- 
pany were not going to execute a single work in the parish of Chelsea, 

hat I want to know is, should you on behalf of the company have any 
objection to bind yourselves not to make any use whatever of the additional 
land in the parish of Fulham for the purpose of extending your works there? 

The CuatrMAn: I thought you appeared for Chelsea? 

Mr. Lippe: Yes, my lord; I do. 

The CuAtnMan: Then what have you to do with Fulham > 

Mr. Lippei: If I have no locus standi I have nothing to do with the 
parish of Fulham; but if I have—— 

Witness: I tell you distinctly I should have the greatest possible objection 
to any such thing, and I will tell you why. We have an enormous district 
which we are under obligation to supply, and we have land at Fulham upon 
which our works can be extended should the necessities of the public require 
it. Wecan make that extension with more economy to the public there 
than in any other way possible. Therefore, when Parliament has sanctioned 
those works in our hands, to consent to be deprived of the use of the land 
and be driven elsewhere would be the wildest concession which any man 
ever made, 

Mr. Lippeti: What amount of land do you hold in Fulham which is 
available for the purpose of the Act? 

Witness : I cannot tell that; but the engineer will tell you. 
Cross-examined by Mr. WiLKrInson: I have not sufficient knowledge of 
the proposed works at Bow to be able to give information respecting them. 
It has been considered by the board that the site at Bow is advantageous for 
the erection of works, but the engineer is the person to give the details of 
those works. My own impression is that it would be detrimental to us to 
carry our works further from Victoria Park than 300 yards. The site is 
limited, and in conceding that distance I think we concede all that we 
should do. 

Mr. Lioyp (for Mr. White): Supposing any damage should be done to 
the property in the neighbourhood, would there be any remedy ? F 

The Cuarrman: There is one point upon which I have taken the opinion 
of the committee which may be very material to the progress of this bill. 
The learned counsel will recollect that I put a question to Mr. Denison, and 
asked whether it was proposed to take 100 acres of land indefinitely—that is, 
without defining the special locality or the particular purpose to which 
the 100 acres will be applied. Now, I have been chairman of committees 
on bills of this nature and others for a great number of years, and I cannot 
recollect any instance in which such extraordinary powers were given to any 
company, But not wishing to act altogether upon an opinion based upon 
any experience I have had, I desired the inquiry to be made whether any 
such powers had ever been granted by Parliament. I cannot learn that any 
such powers have been granted by Parliament, and therefore the feeling of 
the committee is that no such powers ought to be given in this case, unless 
some extraordinary reasons can be shown to induce the committee to create 
such a precedent as is desired. I therefore express this feeling on the part 
of the committee, as it may simplify matters very much with regard to the 
progress of the bill. 

r. Cripps: If I had had that information before I examined Mr. Burke, 
I might have inquired whether that land was required. 

The CHarrMAN : See what you are asking the committee todo. You are 
asking the committee to give you power to take 100 acres indefinitely, either 
within or without the metropolitan district. Assuming the worst case, you 
might take land in Grosvenor Square, Belgrave Square, or the parks, You 
are to take the power indefinitely. I think, and the committee think with 
me, that if you want to acquire land, you must come to Parliament and 
say where you want to acquire it. You must not come to Parliament and 
say you want to go upon any person’s property and take out 100 acres to 
suit your purposes. 

Mr. Crirrs: There is this distinction, that we do not seek to take com- 
pulsory powers, We seek power to hold land because we cannot do without 
it; but we can only acquire it by agreement with the parties. 

The CHatrMAN: I quite understand that. Show me any precedent in 
which a gas company has come forward and asked for these extraordinary 

jowers. 
, Mr. Crirrs: To take land by agreement? 

The CuatrMAN: ‘To any such extent as this. A small company may have 
come and asked for two or three acres; but give me some precedent in which 
such great powers as are now sought have been granted. 

Mr. Cripps: As far as precedent is concerned, it would require some time 


powers have never been granted. 

The Cuatrman: I do not recollect any myself. 

Witness : The fact is this: in 1854 the amount of land which the com- 
pany were authorized to occupy by works was fifty acres; and I may state 
that that is now very nearly occupied. In addition to that, the obligation 
was imposed upon us, by the proceedings instituted in Chancery, to take a 
large market garden at Fulham ; so that we have found it necessary to hold 
land. ‘There is no precedent I believe in the case of any metropolitan gas 
company being allowed to hold so large a quantity as 100 or even 50 acres; 
but then the Imperial is by far the largest company in Englaud. It is not 
like a company having but one station; we have now three very large sta- 
tions, and propose to erect afourth. We have one establishment at Fulham, 
another at St. Pancras—a very large station—and a third at Haggerstone; 
and we find that these are so fully employed that we are obliged to have 
another one to meet the public requirements. We have no other object in 
view. 
power to doit. No doubt we have taken very ample space to meet contin- 
gencies, butthe public are protected against any injury thereby by the Stand- 
ing Orders of Parliament, We cannot erect gas-works unless we define 
where we intend to erect them. This is an acquisition of land for various 
purposes, but not for the erection of gas-works thereon, which might be con- 
sidered a nuisance in the locality. In addition to the works at Hackney, 
which are so full of retort-houses, &c., that we have no room for gasholders, 
we have been obliged to take land at Bethnal Green for the purpose of erect- 
ing gasholders, These things constantly occur in the progress of our works, 
and I assure your lordships that the company have no other object’ in view 


acres is too much we must take less. 
gives you power to take land by agreement, and you might acquire 5 or 10, 


or 15 acres of some person or other, and become one of the greatest nuisances 
in the neighbourhood. The people surrounding you would be injured, and be 





driven into litigation, I think if you want power to have land of this kind 


than the fulfilment of their obligations; and if your lordships think 100 | 


The CuatrMan: The case is this: supposing the clause were granted, it | 





| solve itself into a question of amount? And is not that question to be settled 


| gant price upon it. They would say: “‘ We see by your Act that you must. 








to consider; but I should not like to take upon myself to say that such | 


We are under obligation to supply gas, and we say, give us the | 





you must define where you mean to take it, and must come to Parliament for 
the pur, We do not want to obstruct you; all we want is that you 
should define where you are going to locate yourselves. 

Mr, Cripps: Will your lordship allow me to refer to the 5th clause of the 
Act, which is this: ‘“‘‘The company may, from time to time, purchase by 
agreement, and hold, such lands as they may require for any of the purposes ; 
of their undertaking, not exceeding in the whole 100 acres in addition to the 
lands now belonging to them, and may erect or construct thereon such works 
and buildings as they may think fit; but it shall not be lawful for the com- 
pany to erect or construct works for the manufacture of gas upon any lands 
to be acquired by them under the powers of this Act, except the lands in the 

arish of Bow hereinbefore described, and not upon such parts of the said 
nds in the parish of Bow as are within 300 yards from any part of the fence 
round Victoria Park.’ Therefore, so far as our powers to create a nuisance 
by the manufacture of gas are concerned, we do not get them by this clause, 
All we get is power to acquire by agreement certain quantities of land for the 
general purposes of the undertaking. Does not the whole question here re- 


when you have heard the whole case, and know whether there are not ex~ 
ceptional circumstances here to renderit necessary. I know that in one case 
to which I might refer—the Brighton case—this year, parties were allowed to 
take land by agreement, which land was not defined by the Act. 

The CuarrMan : I do not recollect any such case. ; : 

Mr. Cripps: Iam speaking from recollection, but I think I am right. 
And the reason for such a provision is this: when J ew give the ene 
power to take land by agreement, and not by compulsion, if you define where 
that land is to be, you give the opportunity to the owners to put an extrava- 


have extra land; sa have no power to go anywhere but on this land, and 
you cannot come there unless we agree to sell, and we will not let you have 
the land under £100,000.” Where would the company be? When you give 
power to purchase land by agreement, it is almost an inseparable condition 
that you should not define exactly where that land is. 

The CHarrman: Let me put this case to you. Take the case of Fulham, 
because Fulham was before the House of Commons last year, and was 
brought prominently before the House of Lords in consequence of its being | 
— to erect other works there. That bill was thrown out by the House, 

ut we will take the case with regard to Fulham. You have land in the|! 
parish of Fulham; the whole of that land is not covered with works, but 
you are obliged to use it for purposes other than the erection of gas-works— 
purposes connected with the establishment. What is to prevent you from 
covering the whole of that land with gas-works, and then making use of the 
land you may acquire by agreement for purposes other than the actual manu- 
facture of gas? You may be enabled, if we give you power to take land 
indefinitely, to agree with A or B for the purchase of land adjoining, and 
may use that for the purpose, not of actually manufacturing gas, but for 
storing it, and then use the whole of your present land as the site for addi- 
tional gas-works. Thus you would be doing exactly that which Parliament 
Pg last year, so far as this House is concerned, you must not do. That is 
the point. 

Mr. Cripps: The land we have acquired is subject to no restrictions, and 
I apprehend we could manufacture as much gas there as we pleased at the 
present time. 

The CHarrMAN : I have nothing to do with that. I put this case to you, 
and therefore, if this power were given, you would be doing indirectly what 
the House of Lords, last year, said you should not do; and that is the reason 
why the committee think you should not take land indefinitely, as you would 
thereby be superseding the decision of the House. 

Witness: The House of Lords last year did not hear our case. 

The CuarrMaN: Except that on the second reading of the bill the case 
was very strongly put by the Bishop of London, and upon that statement, 
which was to the effect that it was intended to erect works in addition to 
those at Fulham, the bill was thrown out. Now you ask us to do indi- 
rectly that which would override the decision of the House of Lords. Well, 
the committee say they will not do it, and therefore you must not look to us| 
for any powers to take land indefinitely. 

Mr. Cripps: We have nothing to do but ‘to bow to the decision of the} 
committee, which we do; but undoubtedly if we had done last year—— 

The CHartRMAN: It is no use arguing the question any more, for the com- 
mittee have decided that they will not give you the power, having before | 
them the facts which occurred in the House last year. Therefore you must | 
strike out the clause, and go on with the bill. 

Mr. Cripps: Perhaps you will now allow me to take objection to the 
locus standi of Mr. Liddell. 

The Cuarrman : I apprehend he has nothing more to do with it. 

Mr. Lippe 1 : On the question of locus standi it seems to me that inasmuch 
as the division between Chelsea is a railway, formerly a canal, and part of | 
the parish is in possession of the gas-works, and forms a part of the land of 
the gas company, if there is any nuisance to the parish of Fulham by the 
extension of these works, there will, a@ fortiori, be a larger nuisance in Chel- 
sea. What we say is precisely what his lordship has put, and what I would 
desire to put again. We contend that the nuisance has now reached a 
climax, and if the company are allowed for storeage purposes to remove some 
of their large gasholders to the adjoining land—— 

The CHarnMAN: We are not going to give them additional land. I pre- 
sume they have given no notice to acquire it. 

Mr. Cripps: No, 

The Cuarrman: How, then, are they going to affect the parish of 
Chelsea ? 

Mr, Lrppet: If your lordship says they shall have no power to acquire 
additional land, I am satisfied. 

The CHatrMAN: If they bring up any clause for the purpose, we will 
hear you upon it. 

Mr, AncuiBaLp: We have a number of witnesses in attendance, and I 
would simply ask one question, for the convenience of the parties, upon the 
subject of the nuisance that would arise. I rather understand from the inti- 
mation of the committee, that they will not allow the matter to be dealt 
with so as to give the company power to increase the manufcture of gas 
upon the existing site, nor allow them to enlarge their site at Fulham. 

The Cuarrnman: We have not said anything about the enlargement of the 
works upon property now in the possession of the company. What we say 
is, that they shall not acquire other land indefinitely, and they cannot 
acquire land at any particular place by this bill, because they have given no 
notices for the purpose. With regard to what they may do on property 
acquired under previous Acts of Parliament, we have said nothing. 

Mr, ARcHIBALD: I apprehend they may modify the clause, They are 
not bound to give notice when they only ask to take land’by agreement. 

The CHAIRMAN: They desire to acquire other land indefinitely, we say 
no. Ido not see how any question will arise now in the bill as to their 
adding to their works upon sites of which they are in possession. 
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Mr. ArcuiBaALD: That we should not object to, of course; but what Iam | 
apprehensive of is, that they may specify particular land in Fulham, and ask 
=o clause enabling them to take that land without the necessity of giving 
notice. 

The CuarnMan: We are not going to give any such powers. If they 
want to acquire land they must come to Parliament and get it, as far as this 
committee is concerned. With regard to the acquisition of any other land | 
at Fulham, we are not going to give it them. 

Mr. Wirkrnson: With the view of shortening the proceedings, I may, 

rhaps, interpose on behalf of the Metropolitan Board, for the effect of your 

ecision will be to prevent them acquiring the land in Bow. 

The Cuatrman: No; they do not ask to take land indefinitely there ; 
they define the district in which they propose to go. —* 

Mr. Wickrsson: Although in the recital they do define the district, in | 
the operative part of the bill they take no power to purchase the land so 
defined. The only operative part is the 5th clause, and here there is no actual 
power taken to purchase this specific piece of land for the purpose of their 
works. Of course if that is the case it will save the necessity for my appear- 
ing on behalf of the Board of Works. 

The CuarrMan : In the preamble they set forth the land they propose to 
a. Substantially the other part of the bill is governed by that. | 

fr. Wirkixson: I do not know whether my friend has power to purchase | 
under any clause, 

The CuarrMAN: You had better go on. 

Harry Chubb, Esq., examined by Mr. Cripps. 

I have been the secretary of the Imperial Gas Company for the last four 
ears. That company at present supply about one-fifth of the metropolis. 
heir limits include the parishes of Paddington, Marylebone, a portion of 
St. George’s, Hanover Square, the whole of Hampstead and St. Pancras, a 
portion of St. George’s-in-the-East, St. Giles’s, and St. George’s, Bloomsbury, 
the whole of Islington, part of St. Andrew’s, Holborn, and Clerkenwell, the 
whole of Hackney, Stoke Newington, and Bethnal Green ; in all 15,786 sta- 
tute acres, or about 26 square miles. The present capital of the company is 
£1,300,000 in shares, and £433,000 borrowed money, making together 
£1,733,000. The quantity of gas delivered to them in the year 1863 was 
2,700,000,000 cubic feet. At the present time the company have three prin- 
cipal stations—at Fulham, St. Pancras, and Hackney. ‘They are all about 
equal size. The district around the works at Fullam is by no means thickly 
populated; it is an outlying part of London, and there are scarcely any 
buildings surrounding it; in fact, there is a wide space between the works 
and the nearest inhabited houses. The total length of our mains is 588 miles, 
The company were originally incorporated in 1821, with a capital of £250,000. 
In 1823 they went to Parliament for power to increase their capital, the 
former amount having proved insufficient. They then took power to raise | 
an additional £250,000. In 1829 a further application to Parliament was 
made, and the company were authorized to add £150,000 to their capital, 
making the total £650,000. In 1854 the company again applied for an ad- 
dition, and they were then allowed to double their existing capital, making 
it up to £1,300,000 in shares, with the usual proportion of borrowed money. 
That was their last application to Parliament. All the capital which by | 

these Acts they were empowered to raise has been now exhausted. I have 
estimated from the past what will be the probable amount of new capital | 
required for ten years to come. In my opinion it will be nothing less than 
double the amount of the existing capital. The ratio of expenditure upon 
capital account has rather increased of late years, the requirements of the 
public under the Act of 1860 being the cause. When the company were first | 
incorporated, the districts they supplied were much less thickly populated 
than at present. I have not compared their district with others to ascertain 
whether the increase is equally great, but I know that the increase in the 
number of houses is very large indeed. Between the census of 1851 and the 
census of 1861 the inhabited houses in our district had increased by 20,395. 

At the time of the establishment of our works a part of our district was out- 
side the metropolis. In 1830 the total quantity of gas supplied by us 
amounted to about 216 millions cubic feet. In 1840 it had increased to 448 
millions, or at the rate of 107 per cent. over the preceding ten years. In 
1850 the consumption amounted to 898 millions cubic feet, being just 100 per 
cent. over the preceding ten years. In 1860 the quantity of gas supplied 
amounted to 1982 millions cubic feet, being 120 per cent. over the preceding 
ten years, That would seem to furnish data upon which to go as to the pro- 
bable amount we shall require to lay out, and to this may be added our know- 
ledge from week to week, or from quarter to quarter, since the period 
I have named, as to the continuing increase in the public de- 
mand. The consumption of gas increases much more rapidly in 
aay ee than would be supposed from the mere increase of population. 
eople find other means to which gas may be applied with advantage, and 
it is the practice now to use it more frequently for shops upon a larger scale. 
Generally gas is more easily used than oil lamps, so that beyond the number 
of houses that are added to the district, there is an increase in the consump- 
tion in every house in the district; and even in the old districts, which have 
been filled up, the increase in the demand for domestic purposes goes on in 
proportion year by year, or quarter by quarter. The reduction of price also 
sometimes causes an increase of demand; it is not always the case, but it 
would seem to lead to it eventually. The price of gas in the year 1824, 
when the company first started, was 17s. per 1000 cubic feet. In 1826, it 
was reduced to 15s.; in 1830, it became 13s. 6d.; in 1833, 123.; in 1834, 
10s.; in 1837, it was reduced to 9s. ; in 1845, it was reduced to 8s. ; in 1846, 
to 7s.; in 1848, to 63.; in 1851, to 53.; in 1852, to 4s. 6d.; and in 1865, to 
4s, These reductions of price have not arisen from any decrease in the cost 
of coal; gas coal has very little varied in price from the year 1840 to the 
resent time, and there seems every probability of its being higher now than 
it has hitherto been. Neither has there been any reduction in the price of 
wages—in fact, they are now increasing beyond anything they were before. 
The real cause of the diminution in the price of gas has been the increase 
which has taken place in the quantity manufactured and consumed. There 
has been an improvement in the manufacture and greater economy in various 
ways, but the great secret of the whole thing is the increase in the quantity 
manufactured and sold. I believe that the additional capital proposed to be 
raised by this bill, if sanctioned, will eventually lead to a further reduction 
in the price of gas, as the dividend upon it is limited to 7} per cent. With 
the increased consumption, the company have been able to supply gas of a 
very materially improved illuminating power. Before the Act of 1854, the 
company had no standard of illuminating power imposed upon them. The 
Act of 1854 required that it should be 12 wax candles; the Act of 1860, the 
Metropolis Gas Act, required that it should be 12 sperm candles, which 
added about 10 per cent. to the illuminating power; and the company pro- 
pose by the present bill to make that 12 into 14 sperm candles. This increase 
in the illuminating power tends to economy in the consumption of gas, 80 
that the public have a benefit in this respect as well as in the reduction of 
price, The difference between 12 wax and 12 sperm candles is about equal 
to raising the illuminating power 10 per cent. The maximum price of gas 
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| 4s. By the same Act we were probibited from dividing more profits 


| under the General Act we could have made up those arrears from the very 


| was to benefit the public to the extent of £170,000, which sum the share- {} 


| estimate has been prepared by the engineers and officers of the company—of ; 


| have no capital, 


| be necessary to make 17 million cubic feet of gas per day (for that will be} 


| better ventilated and to improve them generally; the purchaee of them will }| 


| £1,625,210, 


| facture of gas will be erected. 


| within 100 yards. 


| our confined space for these purposes in the present works, 


was fixed in the Metropolis Gas Act at 4s, 6d. per 1000 cubic feet within the 
town district, and there was a power to increase it to 5:. Gd. under certain 
circumstances, upon an appeal to the quarter sessions, or to the Secre- 
Since then we have reduced the price from 4s, 6d. to 


a nn nenee 


than 10 per cent. among the shareholders of the company, and 
the time over which the arrears of dividend below that amount in 
past years might be made up was limited to a period of six years, whereas 


commencement of the company. In the early stages of their history this 
company paid 2 per cent., 4 per cent., 3} per cent., and one year nothing. 
The effect of limiting the payment of arrears of dividend to six years 





| 
holders might have otherwise divided among themselves to recoup them for j| 
the deficiencies of dividend in former years. In the present bill there are | 
provisions with respect to the times at which the proposed additional eapital 
shall be raised. We shall raise and expend that capital during the next ten 
years as the public demand increases upon us. ‘These provisions were not }| 
in our bill originally last year, but were introduced when we were in the }} 


House of Commons, and we have retained them in the present bill. Am]! 
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which I have here the outline and the total—as to the amount of capital | 
which will require to be employed immediately. ‘The company have entered 
into contracts for works to the extent of £99,210, for which at present they |} 
The bill of last year having been thrown out, the com- }} 
pany’s arrangements were disturbed to the extent of nearly £100,000, Then }} 
we require for land at the Hackney Marshes, £22,000; for various works to fit i} 
that land, for gas-works, fencing, levelling, draining, &*., £35,009; for the |} 
erection of gasholders, retort-houses, purifiers, and such apparatus as would |} 








the requirement in ten years hence), £986,000; then there are the large | 
leading mains required to convey that gas into the districts where it is to be} 
consumed, and they will cost £115,000. Then we require during the} 

ensuing ten years the sum of £200,000 to supply our district with mains in}} 
various parts. We shall require to have a large number of new meters}; 
during the ensuing ten years, for we are bound to supply meters to whoever |! 
asks us to do so, and that will require 4 sum of £116,000. Then there are vari- |; 
ous pieces of land adjoining our present works which we require to make them |} 





come to £42,009, and we require for floating capital (which is scarcely suffi- 
cient, Iam afraid, for the purpose), £20,000 additional; making, in the total, 
We have another object in the bill besides the raising of addi- 
tional capital, which is the construction of new works, The site we propose {| 
to appropriate forms part of the Hackney Marshes; it is in the parish of || 
Bow, but it is at that part of the low-level land which is known by the name }} 
of the Hackney Marshes. The only mode in which we can supply the}! 
demands made upon us by the public is by the erection of anewstation. [Vit || 
ness explained by reference to a map the site of the proposed new works, 





| and its position in reference to Victoria Park.] The part marked green on | | 


the map represents the place where the works for the purpose of the manu-| | 
It is at a distance of 390 vards from the park, |; 
and contains about 16acres; the pink contains about 5 acres, aud comes up to!} 
The land marked green on the map would be strictly for | 
the manufacture and storing cf gas; by that I mean for the erection of the| 
retort-houses and purifiers, &e. The pink would be for the storing of coke; | 
we require a very large space for that purpose. The sale of coke comes |} 
at irregular periods, and unless we have the means of storing the quantity | 
which has been made, we are obliged to get rid of it at a sacrifice, 
Then we have a large quantity of materials, such as pipes and various || 
things needed for carrying on works of those dimensions, and a very |} 
large area is required for their storeage and housing. We are subject to the 
greatest inconvenience and loss, and the public suffer in that loss from || 
The land |} 
we propose to take is the most limited space that will do for the 
business of the company. If it were larger it would be most desirable | | 
to include it; but this spot is bounded, by the railway on one side, | 
canals on two other sides, and by the sewers and main drainage works 
of the Metropolitan Board on the other; therefore there are no means|'! 
of extending on that particular site, except we go to the other side of | 
the canal. This land is by no means more than will be required for our 
urposes. The station at Hackney being in a populous district, it would 
e very unwise to increase the dimensions of our works there. The works at 
St. Pancras are situated still worse for the purpose of increase, and if the 
company are to keep up the supply to the public this is the only land we are 
able to take for the purpose of manufacturing more gas. ‘This land has been 
selected for various reasons; it is beyond five miles from Charing Cross, it 
has water communication and railway communication, it is at a low level, 
and it is altogether most suitable for this particular purpose; and it is sur- 
rounded by a lot of buildings cf the very same class, or even worse, as far as 
public annoyance is concerned, than the gas-works can ever be. ‘There are 
fish and blood manure, refined oil, tar, and naphtha works in the neighbour- 
hood; also a water-proofing factory, a lucifer-match factory, and some che- 
mical-works immediately adjoining. This spot has been selected as being 
the least objectionable for our purposes. Ihave searched the district round, 
and have found none sosuitable in every respect, keeping in view the opinions 
entertained by a portion of the publicthat gas-works are an annoyance. Iam |} 
acquainted with the various petitions which have been presented against this | 
bill. They are from the Metropolitan Board, the vestries, and some private 
arties. The object of the petitions by the vestries of Paddington and St. |/ 
Pancras seems to be that they want a reduced price for the public lighting. 
That apparently is their strong feature—their most important feature; they 
think there should be a larger margin of difference between the price charged 
for the gas supplied to the public lamps, and that supplied to private con- 
sumers by meter. The parish of Chelsea, I believe, alone urge that the addi- 
tional works will be a nuisance. The parish of St. Pancras urge no such 
objection, although we have large works there. One objection on the part of 
the vestries is, that if power is granted us to raise new capital, they are 
apprehensive they may not get the reduction in price which otherwise they 
might be led to expect in process of time from the increase of our manufac- 
ture. I have no doubt, however, that the additional capital will bring increased 
profit if judiciously expended, as it has hitherto been done. Our accounts | 
show that, as we have expended money in the past, we have been able} 
gradually to reduce our price to the public. 





A new company would scarcely } 
be able to supply gas so economically as we do, because their mains would be 

irterwoven with our large system, and the new works would go to supply a2! 
district already supplied by this company, as well as those districts which | 
the company have not yet been able to supply, but which were allotted to! 
them, and which they will have to supply whenever a demand is made upon | 
them. I believe it is a fallacy to suppose that the proposed additional outlay 

will defer the reduction of price to the public, because it is obvious that ia 
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an extension of the works the staff at present employed would be available 
for a much larger circuit and a much larger supply of gas than we are at 
present yielding, and that the multiplication of the number of means of 
= would be in the end to the advantage of the company and the public. 
ith reference to the objection that the price for the — lamps is too 
high, or that it ought to be exceptionally cheap, I would say that the com- 
‘med have always made a distinction between the price charged to the public 
amps and to the private consumers, by charging the former on the average 
6d. per 1000 cubic feet less; and for this reason, that the parishes save us 
the commission on collection, that they are wholesale customers, and that 
there are some advantages we get from the parishes, the road being their pro- 
perty. There are other circumstances entitling them to some little difference 
in price, which has been considered to be 6d. per 1000 feet, and no more. 
With reference to the opposition of Mr. White, some of the houses on the 
main road at Bow are his freehold. [Witness pointed out the position of 
the petitioner’s property on the map.] The railway lies between our in- 
tended works and these houses, and is carried over the canal on a considerable 
embankment. The land between the canal and the proposed works is the 
property of the railway company, and they intend to raise it to a high level 
for the purpose of putting sidings in connexion with the line. Mr. White 
has also an interest in some leasehold property in the locality, which is laid 
out for building, and it is, I think, particularly with reference to that land 
he considers himself aggrieved. He has no buildings there now; I think he 
is making bricks upon it. I believe that the houses on the other portion let 
for about £30 a year, Ithink that Mr. White has said so, At present those 
houses overlook the park; but there is a margin of land not belonging to 
the park, which forms part of what is called Crown lands, which is retained 
for building, and that land will also no doubt be built upon, and then Mr. 
White would have that row of houses facing him. Mr. Pennythorne informs 
me that that land is land reserved for building, and I think the margin of 
land is shown by the ride in the park; and between that and the main road 
is the lower land. The Imperial Company have had no experience of the 
deterioration of the value of houses situated within a distance of 300 yards 
of their works. The land which they hold at Fulham, and which was pur- 
chased a little while back, has undoubtedly greatly advanced in price since 
it came into their possession, notwithstanding the existence of the gas-works. 
There are gas-works within 500 yards of this building, almost as large as 
those we propose to erect. At St. Pancras also, where we have a very large 
station, the houses are almost up to our fence-walls, and it is a very populous 
district; yet the vestry do not petition against us on the ground of nuisance. 
The City Gas-Works are within 200 yards of the Temple, and they were 
allowed by Parliament, a few years ago, to make the site of those works 
freehold. Ido not believe that Mr. White will suffer any injury from our 
works, They will bring a large population to the district of just that class 
of persons who would inhabit the houses he proposes to build. I may say, 
perhaps, with regard to the proposal to take more land than that which is 
actually defined in the bill, that the company have been advised by those 
who are most competent to advise them that a belt of land around the works, 
and between them and the public, would be very advantageous to the latter, 
because better ventilation makes gas-works less annoying. And then again, if 
there is a close neighbour to the company, we are always subject to complaints 
from him if smells arise, and occasionally he tries an injunction to restrain the 
company from manufacturing gas atall. If the public were some distance off, 
it would certainly be a great improvement, both to them and to the company. 
That was the object of our proposal to hold 100 acres. Our desire was to 
get land as near the works of the company as we possibly could, so as to keep 
ourselves some little distance from the public; and it was with the view of 
securing the same thing on the opposite side. The reservoir, I believe, is 
about to be abandoned, and on the opposite side there may arise a population 
which may feel it annoying, unless we have a margin of land there even. 
Again, at Fulham, it was proposed especially for the advantage of the public 
that there should be a piece of land between us and the inhabitants. Dr. 
Letheby visited those works, and he said: ** By all means let there be plenty 
{of ventilation and a wide space in which the smoke may be blown away—if 
any smoke is made, let it have an opportunity of being diffused.”” We have 
acted strictly under his advice in endeavouring to secure Jand adjoining those 
works, At St. Pancras we have the opportunity of getting a small piece of 
land with the view of ventilation also. The Great Northern Railway are 
making alterations, and the company may be able to acquire some land if we 
have the power todo so. But at present our maximum of 60 acres is en- 
tirely occupied, and we have no means of taking another acre of land. 
{Witness pointed out on the map the site of the factories and other works at 
Bow, uear the proposed site of the company’s works.] I have known this 
land for some years, having been manager of the North London Railway, 
{and f have seen these different nuisances, if they may be so called, rise up 
{from time to time. They are increasing there, the place being very appro- 
priate for those sort of things. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Purxn: Our works at Haggerstone are probably 
;{two miles from the land at Bow. There is no capacity for enlargement 
| there, nor in the neighbourhood. I do not know how many chimneys there 
+! will be at the Bow works; probably one will suffice. Those works will be 
tfof nearly treble the capacity of either of our existing works. They will be 














it » the east of Victoria Park. Our gas is purified by oxide of iron. There is | 
j{no sulphuretted hydrogen given off by the process. The modern system of | 


{{ purify ing gas is free from annoyance, 

if Mr. Pun: I do not know whether you go so far as a witness whom [ 
| had the honour of examining in the House of Lords, last year, went—as to 
,;say that gas-works are rather salutary than otherwise to a neighbourhood ? 
i Witness: We get a lot of children and nursery-maids every morning; a 
{} large number come in there with hooping-cough, to be cured, and for the 
jj benefit of something they get out of the gas-works. There‘are forms placed 
\, Jor them there, and they sit in large numbers, coughing and benefiting them- 

$; Selves, 

HI Mr. Puinn: You really think it is rather good for sanitary purposes ? 

}, J itness: They seem to think so. 

ii. My. Primsn: If so, 1am surprised you should have submitted to the restric- 

;} tion of 300 yards from Victoria Park. 

|| 4 dtness: That was done at the request, and demand, in fact, of the Com- 

}| missioners of Works. They made no objection whatever, until Mr. White, I 

'} believe, roused them up. ~ 

if Mr, Lippet: Perhaps your lordships would ask this one question for me 

|; —whether before the company bought Mr. Broadbent’s land, in consequence 

' 
‘ 


| 

| of an injunction in Chancery, they had purchased the full quantity of 650 
} aeves which they had the power to do under their Act of 1854? 
} 


ask, but it is very inconvenient for my friend to suggest questions in this 
way after the decision of the committee against his Jocus standi. 

Mr. Lrppet1: It is not so decided, 

The CuarnMan: No; it is not so decided. We did not give any opinion 


| as to the locus standi. The decision of the committee referred to the acqui- 














sition of additional land. 

Mr. LrppeLx: On the question of nuisance I apprehend I have a locus 
standi, and if these works at present are a nuisance, the inhabitants of 
Chelsea will be injuriously affected by any enlargement of them. And it 
can make no difference, because the works are actually situated more in the 
parish of Fulham than in the parish which I represent. We distinctly aver 
in our petition that the works have been improperly carried on, that the 
have been a nuisance, and that that nuisance will be increased and the healt: 
of the inhabitants impaired by any extension of these works. What I now 
want to ask is this: the company by their Act of 1854, were empowered to 
take 50 acres of land. We hear that since that time they have purchased 
land of Mr. Broadbent, being forced to do so by proceedings in Chancery, 
which resulted in an injunction, 

The CyarkMAN: That was in Fulham. 

Mr. Lrpper1t.: Yes; and the question I ask is, whether before they bought 
that land their powers of purchase had not been exhausted. If that be so, 
they will not be able to extend their works there. ‘ ; 

The Cuarrman : The Standing Orders do not refer to you in this case, 
because you appear here on behalf of the vestry of Chelsea, who declare that 
the inhabitants of the parish will be injuriously affected by this bill. 

Mr. Cripps: That would be my special ground of objection. If the 
inhabitants are so injured by the existing works, the question can be dealt 
with under the general law. The petitioners here must show some grievance 
under the powers now sought to be acquired. This bill does not propose to 
alter the existing state of things at Fulham or Chelsea in any way whatever. 

The CHAIRMAN: That is what I said; we should not restrict you in the 
slightest degree as to the land already possessed, unless you proposed to make 
a material alteration in it. 

Mr. Crreps: We have, at present, certain land at Fulham, and upon that 
land we have certain rights. If individuals or vestries have anything to 
complain of, the law courts are open to them. If we now sought to make an 
alteration, and to put upon that land anything which would increase the 
nuisance, the parties would have a right to complain. 

The committee having consulted for a few minutes, ? 

The CHAIRMAN said: If the promoters bring forward any new matter which 
will affect the parish of Chelsea, then the committee will hear the learned 
counsel for that parish; but until that new matter is brought forward we 
think the learned counsel ought not to be heard. 

Mr. Cripps: We shall not have occasion to do so. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Witk1nson: I do not think the disturbance of the 
streets of St. Pancras by our company is greater than elsewhere. What 
disturbance there is does not arise from the fact of our works being situated 
there, but from the fact of our supplying gas to the inhabitants. There is 
ample protection under the Metropolis Local Management Act and Michael 
Angelo Taylor’s Act for the regulation of the company’s operations in dis- 
turbing the streets. Those Acts will not be overridden by our present bill, 
although the provisions of them may not be specially incorporated by us 
herein. I was not aware that the parish of St. Pancras have felt great dis- 
satisfaction with regard to the price charged for the public lamps until it was 
set forth in their petition, The gas to the public lamps there is an by 
contract, and the charge is £4 14s. per lamp per annum, the parish finding 
the posts and the company keeping them in repair, and also lighting, extin- 
guishing, and cleaning the lamps. This has been the price since July, 1865, 
at which time there was a reduction of 6d. per 1000 cubic feet to the private 
consumers throughout our whole district. We made a calculation as to the 
advantages the company derived from the parishes which we did not get from 
the private consumers, and we considered that a difference of 2d. per 1000 
was what the parish should have, and we therefore reduced the price to the 
public lamps to 3s. 6d. instead of 3s. 8d., which was what we charged before. 
In the parish of Marylebone the charge is at the rate of a fraction less than 





33. per 1000, which includes the discount. The parish of Marylebone have 
had a contract with us, at this rate, for many years; the contract has not 
expired, and cannot expire, till next Christmas; and, therefore, the company | 
in readjusting the price for public lighting throughout their whole district, 
could not deal with the case of Marylebone or the case Bethnal Green, which 
are two exceptional cases. The history of the arrangement in Marylebone | 
is, that in the olden times, when there was competition, the parish authori- 
ties said, “If you will charge us a certain rate, we will not allow any com- 
petition with you in the district.’’ St. Pancras said otherwise, and they 





have had to pay for it. I am not acquainted with the circumstances per- 

sonally, but I understand that at that time the company were subjected to 

a very enormous expense in the case of St. Pancras which they were not 
subject to in Marylebone, and thus they were enabled to supply the public | 
lamps in the latter at a cheaper rate. In the parish of St. Pancras the 

London Gus Company was admitted upon these terms :—They went to the | 
parishes and said, ‘The Imperial Gas Company are charging you a certain | 
rate for the public lighting; If you will let usin we will do it for such a price.” | 
Thus they got into the district and deprived us of the whole of the lighting. 

At the end of the three years during which they had the contract, they ten- 
dered for the public lighting against this company, but their price was higher, 
and we obtained the contract at a price which was higher that that of Mary- 
lebone, which price has been retained ever since, with certain variations. | 
The parish of St. Pancras in 1855, I think, was lighted at the instance of, 
several local boards; and, when the Metropolis Management Act passed, all! 








| those local boards merged into the vestry. Several of those local boards kept 


out of the opposition in the way that I speak of, and I believe in Marylebone 
the company were lighting them without opposition; and when the Local | 
Management Act came in, we averaged the charge made to all the local! 
boards and made one uniform rate to the parish of St. Pancras, and that 
was £4 18s. per lamp. The Southampton estate was supplied by us at’ 
£4 12s, Sd. per lamp. They yenerally ran from 4 to 5 guineas, and the) 
average, making all allowances for differences in each case, and what the com- 
pany did in one case and what they did not doin the other case, was £4 183., | 
and that was spread over the whole parish. Ido not understand that the! 
public are dissatisfied with the districting arrangements; quite the contrary. 
I have never heard that the question of establishing independent companies 
has been seriously agitated, either in St. Pancras or other metropolitan 
parishes, The City is the only case that I know of, and there the corpora- 
tion propose to establish gas-works. Indeed, wherever there has been a 
private establishment in our district manufacturing their own gas, it has been 
dispensed with, and the company have supplied these manufactories or 
buildings. I have not heard that delegates have been appointed on the part 
of several of the metropolitan parishes to promote new companies. I could 
not think they would be so unwise. Our bill proposes that the new capital 
shall be offered, as the General Act prescribes, to the existing shareholders at 
par, and the dividend is limited to 7} per cent. It is a question whether 
they will float at that price. Our present shares paid up in full will not sell 
in the market to pay more than 7 per cent. A £00 share you could buy for 
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about £68, but some of the shares in the other companies are even less than 
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| Mr. Cripps: I cannot object to any question which the committee may 
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that. I should also say that last year one of the metropolitan companics 
was authorized to raise additional capital at 7} per cent., and those shares 
are at par—they cannot sell them ata premium. In the bills of one or two 
country gas companies I believe clauses have been introduced by which the new 
shares created are put up to auction, and the premium resulting from that 
auction is carried to the credit of additional capital ; butit has not been done 
in any of the metropolitan companies, although there were bills in Parfia- 
ment last session that afforded the opportunity for the introduction of such a 
clause if it had been thought proper. The Pheonix Gas Company was one of 
the cases that I refer to; they had a bill for additional capital, the same as 
this company. ‘hey were limited to 7} per cent., and there was no stipula- 
tion of that kind; and, as I tell you now, the shares are at par. Whatever 
premium could be obtained upon our new shares would be for the benefit of 
individual shareholders, The bill limits the way in which the capital shall 
be raised. We can undoubtedly lay out all the additional capital we ask 
for, from time to time, so as to make it profitable. The particulars of the 
outlay which I have given will absorb the whole of the new capital in the 
course of ten years. The net cost of producing our gas is 2s. 7°7d. per 1000 
cubic feet, after giving credit for all the products we sell. The gross cost is 
3s. 6d.; that includes every farthing of our expenditure. From the sale of 
residual products we get a credit of 10°28d., which, as I said, reduces the 
net cost of the gas to 2s. 7°7d. The principle adopted by us in reference to 
the charge to the public lamps is that it should be 6d. per 1000 cubic feet 
below the charge to private consumers, because of the advantage which we 
get in dealing with a wholesale customer like the parish authorities, and the 
saving of 2} per cent. commission on collection. ‘here are five railway com- 
panies supplied by us in the parish of St. Pancras. They are supplied by 
meter, and we consider we are ina still more advantageous position with 
regard to them than with the parishes. We therefore make a further reduc- 
tion to them of 3d. per 1000 cubic feet. The reason for that is, that they 
burn by meter, which the parishes do not. We suffer from that, because the 
parishes get more gas than they contract for. The railway companies, being 
supplied by meter, have to bear any loss which may be sustained through 
leakage on their premises. They also pay us in the same way that the 
— do, by which we are saved the cost of collection. We believe the 
oss from leakage in the supply to the public lamps is very large, and we 
know that they get more gas than they contract for. 

By the Commirreg: Our gas is purified with oxide of iron. I believe that 
by chemists it is considered that lime is better for the purpose, but the use of 
it creates a nuisance in the neighbourhood. The oxide process is now uni- 
versally adopted by the metropolitan companies and in all works near towns. 
I believe it is more expensive than lime. 

By Mr. AncuipaLtp: The greater part of the parish of, Marylebone is 
within our limits, and we have lighted it since 1824 exclusively ; there has 
been no competition. The charge for the public lamps is the same now as 
it gg 1853, they being lighted under an agreement which has not yet 
expired. 

y Mr. Luoyp: I did not say that Mr. White’s building land is valuable. 
No doubt one of these days it will be built over, chiefly by factories; that is 
the most valuable way of using it. Probably people engaged on the gas- 
works will —— the houses that may be built there. At Fulham we 
employ 600 people altogether. A large number are mechanics receiving £2 
a week wages, and with steady employment. The capital we propose to 
expend at Bow would be laid out from time to time as required. For the 
first three years the manufacture of gas there would be limited, but in the 
course of ten years it would no doubt rise up to be very extensive. 

Re-examined by Mr. GRANVILLE SomERseT: The district at Bow is a 
very undesirable one for residences of any kind. It is at a very low level, 
and is under water in winter time. Our works would be the least noxious of 
all the works that are there. The price charged for gas to private consumers 
in 1864, which is the year for which the last accounts were published by 
Parliament, was 4s, 6d., and we actually got for it 4s. 5°7d. Deducting the 
cost, 2s. 7d., it left 1s. 10d. as profit to the company. Out of that they had 
to pay interest on borrowed money, which absorbed 4d., and the dividend on 
capital, which amounted to 1s. 2d., leaving 4d. per 1000 feet net. In addition 
to receipts for sale of gas and hire of meters, the company have a few miscella- 
neous receipts, which gave them 9d.; therefore there was 4°9d. profit after 
payment of interest and dividend, and that amount, in 1864, was carried to 
the reserve-fund. It produced £42,000 that year. In 1865, when the 
directors resolved to reduce the price of gas to 4s., the reserve-fund was far 
from being complete, although it had accumulated to a large sum. The re- 
duction in the price of gas amounted to £50,000 a year, which was actually 
more than the surplus of the previous year. To make up the 10 per cent. 
dividend, therefore, they had to resort to that fund, the balance of which 
they have yet in hand. In the supply of gas to the parishes we have a con- 
siderable length of main required for each which produces to us only a small 
sum, and that is not the case in the supply to the railway companies. That 
is another and an important reason for charging a less price to the latter. 

Mr. GRANVILLE SOMERSET said the engineer of the company and other 
witnesses were ready to be examined, but if the committee thought they had 
had sufficient evidence, he should not call them. 

The CuarrMan : I do not think you need call any more evidence. 

Mr. WILKINSON briefly addressed the committee on behalf of the parish of 
Paddington, submitting to the committee that they had no evidence before 
them to convince them that the additional capital, if sanctioned, would be 
immediately profitable, and therefore the effect of raising it would be to 
postpone the reduction in the price to which the consumers were entitled 
under the provisions of the General Act to some indefinite period in the 
future. He also suggested that should the company receive power to create 
this capital, they should be required to submit the shares to auction, so that 
any profit received upon the sale might go to the credit of the undertaking, 
and not into the pockets of individual shareholders, 

Mr. GRANVILLE SoMERSET said that was a matter of clause to be dealt 
with hereafter. 

Mr. WiLxrnson said he would waive his opposition to that part of the 
preamble which related to the issue of new shares, if his friend would admit 
a clause to that effect. 

Mr. GRANVILLE SoMERsET said he would admit nothing. 

The CuargMan said if any clause of that sort was proposed the committee 
would hear what the parties had to say upon it. 

Mr. Puinn addressed the committee on behalf of the Metropolitan Board. 
He contended that it was very undesirable to give the promoters power to 
create a nuisance by the erection of gas-works in the vicinity of the Victoria 
Park, and that no such necessity had been proved in the interests of the 
public as would justify the committee in thus destroying the agréments of 
that locality. 

The Cuarrman said the committee would proceed with the clauses of the bill. 

On clause 2 being read, 

Mr. Wixxrnson asked that the Metropolis Local Management Act and 
Michael Angelo Taylor’s Act should be incorporated in the bill. 


= 











Mr. GRANVILLE SoMERSET said he should object in the strongest possible 

way to the proposition. - . 

he CHAIRMAN said he did not see the necessity for it, and the committee | 
would pass the clause as it stood. If Mr. Wilkinson chose to propose a clause | 
to carry out the views of the vestry of St. Pancras, they would hear him on | 
the subject the next day. 

The other clauses were gone through, and the decision on some of them 
postponed, P . 

Mr. Luoyp brought up a clause similar to the one introduced into the}! 
company’s bill last session by the committee of the House of Commons, in || 
the interest of Mr. White and others. é | { 

The CHARMAN said the committee agreed with him in thinking it was «|| 
most extraordinary clause, and he could not understand how it came to be} 
inserted by the committee of the other House. He never saw such a clause, ! 
and should like the learned counsel to point out any precedent for it. Why} 
should not Mr. White be left to his remedy at common law? | 

Mr. Wuire said he would have no remedy whatever. | 

The CuarrmMaNn: Nonsense; what you want is, that we should grant you j 
an injunction before anything occurs. We cannot do that. As 

Mr. Lioyp: We only want to havea clause compelling them to submit} 
the matter to arbitration. l, 

The CnairmMan: Arbitration upon what? That which is done, or to be | 
done? You see, what you propose is this—that the arbitrator shall deter-| 
minve ‘'the extent of damage done, or to be done, to such persons respec || 
tively.” If sucha clause as that were passed, you might call out an arbitra-| 
tor as soon as the foundation-stone of the works was laid, to say what damage | 
would be done to Mr. White’s property. You must propose a distinctly | 
different clause, for the committee cannot grant that. Moreover, as far as 
my recollection serves me—for when I was First Commissioner I used to go || 
down there frequently—there are other proprietors there as well as Mr. 1} 
White. Do those proprietors desire to have this clause inserted ?_ ae ) 

Mr. Luorp: There are only three proprietors in the immediate neigh-|) 
bourhood. 

The CHarrMan: The committee cannot entertain thisclause. We cannot 
admit a principle of this kind at all, or anything like it. 











Fripay, Aprit 20. 

The CHARMAN said the committee were sorry they had not heard Lord} 
Redesdale’s opinion earlier on the previous day. On clause 8, the committee 
proposed to strike out the words ‘ during the period of four years uext after 
the 30th day of June, 1866,” leaving the clause to run in this way—‘‘ The 
price to be charged by the company for gas supplied to persons who shall 
burn the same by meter, shall not exceed the rate of 4s. per 1000 cubic feet." 


The committee also desired to be informed as to the particulars of the sum of | 


£1,300,000. 
Harry Chubb, Esq., examined by the CHAIRMAN. 

I stated yesterday that we required £1,300,000 additional capital, and gave 
in several items. ‘The first item of £99,210 is to be expended on the large 
retort-house at Shoreditch station, or rather in addition to the existing} 
retort-housethere, making one chimney do for both, and a large gasholder at 
Shoreditch station, and an addition to a retort-house at Fulham, and a gas- 
holder at Fulham. These have been partly paid, and this item consists of || 
balances of accounts. 

The CHArRMAN: Where have these works been commenced, and where 
are they very far advanced ? : 

Witness : At each place they are equally advanced; they are to provide 
for the ensuing winter supply. There are some works also at St. Pancras 
station which have been put in hand. ‘These works have been commenced 
and proceeded with on land which we have acquired under our Acts of Par- 
liament, and upon no other whatever. 

Mr. Baxter said the company must have special power by Act of Parlia- 
ment to erect works for the manufacture of gas, even on land acquired under 
their Act, because they were prohibited generally from erecting works except 
where specially permitted by Act of Parliament. 

The CuatrMan : I want to know if you bave acquired any land for the 
uses of the company irrespective of that authorized under your Act. 

Witness: All these works are erected upon lands strictly acquired under 
Act of Parliament. 

The CuatrnMAN: Then the £99,210 is to be expended on those works 
which you have now mentioned, at Shoreditch and Fulham? 

Witness: Yes; and there are other mains in streets and works which we 
were compelled to put in hand, but those are the chief things, Then there 
is an item of £115,000 for mains, in addition to those we have put in 
hand already. 

The CHarRMAN: £22,000 for land was the next item you gave; what} 
land is that ? 

Witness : That is for the land in the Hackney Marshes, which is to be the 
site of the new works, coloured green and pink on the map; no other land. 

The Cuarnman: Then there is £35,000 for works; where are those 
works ? 

Witness : Upon that pink and green land at Bow; it requir’s a great Ceal 
of fencing and draining. The next item is £986,000 for gac%olders, retort- 
houses, and works generally to make the gas, which we shall require between 
this and ten years hence. 

The Cuarrman: On that site? 

Witness : On that site strictly. 

The CHAIRMAN: That £115,000 for mains is for mains to be laid down in 
the district where they do not exist at present, is it? 

Witness : It is to lead the gas from those large gas-works at Bow to the 
districts to be supplied, which are at some distance. : ois 

The CHarrRMAN: Then there is a further sum of £216,000 for a similar 

urpose. 
. Witness : That is for the small mains in new roads and new places; and, 
taking the average of the last ten years outlay in that respert, we shall have 
to continue it for the next ten years. The next item is £116,000 for meters. 

The CuarrMan: Then you come to the item of land, £42,000; what does 
that include? 

Witness : That includes £12,000 for land at St. Pancras which we propose 
to purchase to improve those works. 

The CHARMAN: There is no account given of that; this is the first time 
we have heard of it; that £42,000 is for lands irrespective of that which 
is coloured green and pink? 

Witness : Yes; I can give you evidence as to where that land is. 

The CHAIRMAN said the committee had decided not to give the promoters 
any lands beyond those marked pink and green on the plan which had been 
submitted, and therefore that sum must be struck out, The committee would 
consider any suggestion which might be made with reference to the acqui- 
sition of lands, provided it did not go beyond the pink and green. 

After some further discussion on this point, 

The CuarrMan said the committee were willing that the company should 


won eae ——. 
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erect works on the ground coloured green; that they should acquire other 
land coloured pink for purposes in connexion with their works other than 
those of manufacture; and that they should have power to acquire a certain 
number of acres within a boundary defined on the plan, but no works should 
be ereeted thereon. If they would get a plan drawn out, and coloured green, 
pink, and blue, and set out the number of acres in the blue, he would sign it 
on behalf of the committee. 

The clauses were then proceeded with. 

Upon.clause 8, 

Mr. RopweExu proposed to introduce the following :—“ After the expiration 
of any contract for the time being existing for the supply of gas to the public 
lamps within the parish of St. Pancras, the company shall afford such supply 
from any main situate within 60 yards from anysuch lamp within the parish, 
at a price not exceeding the lowest price for the time being charged by the 
company to any private consumers in the said parish, whether by contract or 
meter.” In the petition of the parish of St. Pancras they asked to have the 
| price reduced, and alleged asa reason that the neighbouring parish of St. 
| Marylebone were charged much less for their street-lamps than the parish of 
| St. Pancras, and he did not see why any difference should be made. There 

might, however, be some reasons for the difference; but under the circum- 
| stances they considered that it would only be reasonable to propose that the 
| price charged for the public lamps should be regulated by the price charged 
| to private consumers, Their lordships had already dealt with the maximum 
| price of 43., and it was only fair that there should be a price regulating the 
| public lamps. 
|" Mr. Denison said that the parish of St. Pancras had already got such a 
provision in the Metropolis Gas Act, and inquired in what respect the clause 
which he read did not meet the requirements of his learned friend. 

Mr. RopWELL said the reason why the parish of St. Pancras were anxious 
to have the clause he had proposed was that there might be a contract with 
jthe private consumer at a lower price, which would not therefore regulate 
|the price for the public lamps. Whether there was a contract or not, they 
| considered that the gas should be supplied to the public lamps at the lowest 
price charged to the private consumer. 
Mr. DeNison inquired why the parish of St. Pancras, in common with all 

the other parish vestries, had consented to the decision upon this question 
| which had been arrived at in the Metropolis Gas Act. The objection must 
| have been just as obvious to them then as at the present time. It was in 
consequence of the agreement of the various vestries, who were opposing the 
Act as it was, that this clause was determined upon, so that it might be 
treated as unopposed in the House of Lords. Many things were given up to 
the vestries by the promoters, and he did not see why the parish of St. Pan- 
eras in particular should wish now to have the alteration which his friend 
had proposed. Nor did he see why the company should not be at liberty to 
supply gas to the private consumer for some special reason without having all 
their accounts investigated by a public body, and the price to them made lower. 
Were the committee prepared to say that under no conceivable circumstances 
should there be a special contract with the private consumer. Supposing the 
company were to supply gas at an almost nominal price to some public or 
charitable institution, or make any arrangement of that kind, would it be 
open to the parish of St. Pancras to come forward and say, ‘* Because you do 
that you must lower the price for the public lamps? ’”’ 

The CHAIRMAN said the committee could not make the exception. 

Mr. Ropwriz then proposed the following clause :— Notwithstanding 
anything in this Act contained, the company shall be and remain subject to 
the several provisions of the Metropolis Local Management Act, 1833, and 
any Act or Acts amending the same or extending the powers thereof, for the 
protection of the public streets and sewers, under the control of the vestry 
of the parish of St. Pancras.’ With reference to the laying down the mains 
jand taking up the streets, the Metropolis Local Management Act of 1845 
| gave the control to the parish, and compelled all the gas companies in London 
| to act under their orders in that respect, and he believed the effect of the 
| regulation had been very beneficial, and had prevented a great deal of incon- 

venience which formerly arose. By the bill before the committee as at 
| present constituted, the Metropolis Local Management Act of 1855 was not 
included, he believed, but excluded. At the present moment, under their 
| existing Act, the company were subject to the provisions of the Metropolis 
| Loval Management Act, but if that Act were not incorporated with them, the 
|ecompany would be apprehended to be able to give the go-by to the Me- 
| tropolis Local Management Act, and the vestry of St. Paneras would be de- 
prived of the power they now had with respect to the breaking and taking 
up the streets. It was to guard against the possibility of this that the parish 
(of St. Pancras now asked for the short clause which he bad proposed. 

| Mr. Dentson said that very point had been already decided on the appli- 
' cation of the Metropolitan Board. 

| Mr, Ropwrxt said he did not appear for the Metropolitan Board, and he 
‘did not understand that the matter had been so decided. He now asked, on 
| the part of the vestry of St. Pancras, that this clause should be inserted; 
| the Metropolitan board had not the control of the streets. 

' Mr. Denison said his learned friend was now desirous to have a clause 
introduced imposing on the company certain portions of a clause in the Me- 
tropolis Local Management Act of 1855, of which the executors were, he 
believed, the Metropolitan Board. 

Mr. RopwE.t said it was not so in this particular case; it was the vestry 
Under that Act the company were now conducting their 














of St. Pancras. 
|| business, . 

| Mr, Denison said the question appeared from certain clauses, which he 
read, to have been dealt with and settled by the Metropolis Gas Act of 
| 1860. He must ask their lordships to give his learned friend the same 
answer as in the previous case, that the committee were not prepared to 
introduce special legislation for the parish of St. Pancras. 

Mr. RopwE.t said the company wished to claim an exception. The rule 
was for the company to be subjected to the Metropolis Management Act, 
and his friend had not answered the statement that the bill, as it now stood, 
did not incorporate that Act, and the parish of St. Pancras would not there- 
fore, at present, have that control to which they were entitled. 

Mr, Denson: We are under the Metropolis Gas Act already. 

Mr. Ropwe.u: You incorporate the Gas-Works Clauses Act of 1847. 
| Mr. Denison: There is no necessity for us to incorporate the Metropolis 
| Gas .\ct again ; we are subject to it at this mcment. It was made to apply 
| to all the thirteen gas companies, and it does apply to them. 

j, Mr. Ropwetn: Do I understand you to say distinctly that under this bill 
|, you are subject to the Metropolis Local Management Act of 1855? 

|| Mr. Denison: We are under the Metropolis Gas Act. 

||_ Mr. RopwzLL: That is just the difference. The Metropolitan Board of 
|| Works are not the parties I have anything to do with; at present I appear 
| Simply for the parish of St, Pancras, aud under the Act of 1855 they had 
|, the control of the streets within that parish, 

{| Mr. Denison: They are the local authority ? 

|} Bir. Ropwetu: The local authority within the district. 

| 


Mr. Denison: And the local authority is the authority which has to give 
its consent under the Act of 1860 to the laying of the pipes? 

Mr. RopweE.u: No; it is the Act of 1805. 

Mr. Denison: Will you let me know how the clause referring to this 
matter in the Act of 1860 is displaced by anything in this bill? 

Mr. RopweE.: Because you do not incorporate the Act of 1860 in it. 

The CHAIRMAN: Suppose you tell us what was the course of action pre- 
vious to the passing of the Act of 1860, and the course of action now taken 
by the gas company. Let us hear anybody who can tell us that, 

Mr. Denison: I believe Mr. Baxter can tell you. 

The CHatRMAN: Perhaps the surveyor of St. Pancras can. 

Mr. Denison: We have a case exactly in point, and Mr. Baxter can tell 
you exactly what has happened. 

Robert Baxter, Esq., examined by the CHAIRMAN. 

The Cuatrman: Previous to the passing of the Act of 1860, but subse- 
quent to the passing of the Metropolis Gas Act of 1855, what was the course 
taken when you wanted to break up the streets ? 

Witness: We then acted under the Gas Clauses Consolidation Act, or 
under the especial powers of our special Acts, and simply gave notice to the 
local authorities that we were going to break up the streets; and then we 
had absolute power to doit. The Act of 1835 requires the consent of the 
local board to the breaking up of the streets, and therefore when they came 
to the committee in 1860 and asked that we should be put under the 
Management Act of 1855, we opposed it; and the committee said: “It is 
not fair that the local authorities should have absolute power to prevent your 
laying pipes; but if they do so, you may go to the Home Secretary (and that 
is the clause introduced here) and ask him to give you leave.” And so now 
we have to give them the same notice. If they do not object, we do the 
work; if they do object, we have to go to the Home Secretary and show that 
it is reasonable to have the pipes there, and do it with his leave. That is 
just the difference. 

The CuarrMan: Then with regard to the supervision of the work? 

Witness : We are liable to their supervision under our own Act; under 
the Metropolis Local Management Act of 1855 as well as the Metropolis Gas 
Act of 1860. 

By Mr. Denison: We are also subject to the local authority under our 
Act of 1854. 

Mr. Denison: My friend seems to doubt whether we are subject to the 
Metropolis Gas Act, so far as this bill is concerned. You know probably the 
8rd clause of the Act of 1860, which is this:—*t This Act applies to the seve- 
ral gas companies and to all persons already or hereafter supplying gas within 
the metropolis, except as hereinafter excepted ?”’ 

Witness : The Metropolis Gas Act of 1860 does not require to be incorpo- 
rated like the Gas Clauses Act or the Lands Clauses Act. By its own power 
and enactment it applies to the company, and affects the company absolutely. 

The CuarrMan: I understand the object of the Act of 1860 to be, to pre- 
vent a company going into a parish for useless purposes ; and if the company 
applied to the Secretary of State for permission, and he gave that permission, 
still the local authority would have the same power of supervision of the 
work under the Act of 1860 as they had under that of 1855. 

Witness : That is precisely the case, and we have had, I think in the 
parish of Chelsea, just that question raised. They would not permit us to 
lay down a main, and we went to the Home Secretary ; he sent us a letter 
authorizing us to do it, and it was done under their supervision. 

The CHamrMan: We do not think we ought to disturb the Act of 1860, 
nor do we think the local authority will be damaged by adhering to it. 

Mr. RopweEtu: That being so there is an end of the clause, and that is all 
I have to trouble the committee with on behalf of the parish of St, Pancras. 

Mr. Baxter said Dr. Letheby suggested an addition to a clause which had 
been handed to the parish of Marylebone to consider. It was with reference to 
the chemical apparatus, by which they thought the test would be improved. 
The parish of St. Marylebone did not accept that clause, but had brought 
forward another, but as the promoters were not chemists, they had not dared 
to accept a new clause without consulting Dr. Letheby. Therefore, if St. 
Marylebone objected to the clause proposed to them, they must ask the com- 
mittee to leave the clause as it stood in the bill. 

Mr. ARCHIBALD, on behalf of the parish of St. Marylebone, said his clients 
had the addition proposed by the promoters before them; they had considered 
that proposal, and had prepared in lieu of it a test which came to very much 
the same thing, but was more satisfactory to them. , 

Mr. Ricwaxns said the difficulty which the promoters felt was this, that 
the clause they had suggested to St. Marylebone was prepared by a gentle- 
man who was tolerably eminent as a chemist, Dr. Letheby. They did not 
know the value of the operation proposed as a substitute by his friend, but 
the promoters did not feel disposed to accept the clause without consulting 
Dr. Letheby, and they would rather leave the matter upon the general law 
as it stood, and that was applicable to all companies. There appeared to be 
something objectionable in introducing special legislation. The proposal had 
reference to the particular mode in which the gas should be tested for eul- 
phur. The law said that the gas should contain only so many grains of 
sulphur, and it was suggested that the fact ought to be ascertained by a par- 
ticular process; the promoters agreed to that, and said they would adopt 
what they believed to be the best process, that suggested by Dr. Letheby; 
but no sooner had Dr. Letheby’s name been mentioned than Dr. somebody 
else suggested another and wished it to be adopted. It might be as good as 
Dr. Letheby’s, but the promoters were not chemists themselves, and they 
— like to adopt a new process without an opportunity of consulting 
with him. 

Mr. ARcuIBALp said that without some specific test there would be the 
utmost difficulty. Dr. Whitmore, the medical officer of Marylebone, and well 


acquainted with these matters, was present, and would be happy to explain 
+ 


the proposed test to the committee. 

After some discussion, 

Mr. ARCHIBALD agreed to accept the test of Dr. Letheby, as they could not 
obtain what they considered to be the best one. 

Mr. Ricuarps: We are told it is the best. 

Mr. Eyre Luovp said he wished to propose that the company should be 
bound to use some process for the prevention of gaseous exhalations. There 
were several processes patented, but it was proposed that the company should 
= — process approved of by the medical officer of the Consumption 

ospital. 

The CHAIRMAN: A medical officer supervisor of the Imperial Gas Com- 

any} 

Mr. Liovp said it was immaterial who the person was provided he was a 
competent and impartial person. The lands to which reference bad been 
made had depreciated very much in value, and, as he had submitted yester- 
day, he believed there was no mode by which the owners could obtain proper 
compensation. 





The remaining clauses were proceeded with, and the bill, as amended, was 


—~—— 





ordered to be reported. 
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EQUITABLE GAS BILL. 
Frimay, Aprit 20. 


Mr. Burke and Mr. Ricwarps appeared in support of the bill; Mr. 
Keene, Q.C., appeared for the Westminster District Board of Works; Mr. 
Puinn, Q.C., and Mr. Cuanpos LEIGH, appeared for the Marquis of West- 
minster; and Mr. Purnn also appeared on behalf of the vestry of St. 
George’s, Hanover Square, from all of whom petitions were presented 
against the bill. The vestry of St. Martin’s-in-the- Fields and the inhabi- 
tants y St. George’s Square had also petitioned, but did not appear by 
counsel. 

Mr. Burke said he had the honour to appear on behalf of the promoters 
of the bill, the objects of which were much the same as those of the bill 
which had just been dealt with. In fact, the objects of this bill were almost 
identical with those of the Imperial Gas Company; it was to confer further 

owers upon the Equitable Gas Company, whose works were in the imme- 
viate neighbourhood, close to the Millbank Penitentiary. The recital of the 
preamble was as follows :—The company have long since constructed their 
works, and been supplying gas within the limits of the said Act; and whereas 
the company are authorized by the said Act to raise £200,000, divided into 
4000 shares, each of the amount of £50, and £100,000 by borrowing, with 

ower to convert the same into share capital; and whereas the company 
~ raised and expended the whole of the said £200,000, and also the said 
sum of £100,000 which was converted into capital by the creation and issue 
of 4000 shares of £25 each, and they have no debt outstanding; and whereas 
it would be a convenience to the company if the whole of their shares were 
of the same nominal amount, and if for this purpose the original £50 shares 
of the company were divided into two shares, each of £25; and whereas it 
is expedient that the company should be empowered to raise further capital 
for the purposes of their undertaking—that was pretty much the same object 
as that of the Imperial Gas Company. The Equitable Gas eae were 
like the Imperial Gas Company, under the provisions of the Metropolis Gas 
Act, which impose upon them the obligation to supply gas. They now found 
that their capital was exhausted, and they could uot fulfil their obligations 
without raising an additional sum of money; therefore they proposed by the 
bill to raise a sum of £200,000, with a limitation as to dividend, to which he 
should draw their lordships attention. The works were situated in the 
neighbourhood of Millbank, and a district was assigned to the company in 
the Metropolis Gas Act, which applied to an area which would be particu- 
larly described by the witnesses. ‘The bill was opposed by a great variety of 
interests; the objects were plain and patent, and he need not detain their 
lordships by entering into any explanation of them further than by a repeti- 
tion of what he had stated, that the company could not carry on their opera- 
tions without more money. They asked for more money, and ag beige by 
the bill to occupy two acres, and only two acres of additional land, they 
having already power to occupy ten acres. It was better that he should 
draw their attention to the petitions against the bill, which were petitions 
of the Westminster Board of Works, the vestry of St. Martin’s-in-the- 
Fields, the vestry of St. George’s, Hanover Square, the inhabitants of St. 
George’s, Hanover Square, and the Marquis of Westminster; and if he 
read one petition it would raise, he believed, pretty nearly the altera- 
tions ‘of all So far as he observed they came out of one office, and the 
language of all was pretty much identical. The first petition, that of the 
Westminster Board of Works, cited the preamble. It said that it sought by 
the said bill to enable the company to raise an additional capital to the 
amount of £200,000 by ordinary or preference shares or stock, and to impose 
a limit of £7 10s. per cent. in respect of ordinary shares, and 6 per cent. on 

reference shares, and to authorize the company to borrow £100,000. That 
it was sought by the said bill, to enable the company to purchase and hold 
for their undertaking, subject as in the bill mentioned, not exceeding 12 
acres. That your petitioners are constituted and empowered by the Acts 
relating to the local management of the metropolis, and the paving and 
lighting of the streets within their district, and are interested in the supply of 
gas. ‘That part of the district of the metropolis under the poten and 
management of your petitioners is supplied with gas by the company. That 
the said bill injuriously affects the ‘rights and interests of your petitioners 
and of the said inhabitants. They stated how that the company have long 
ago constructed their works, and have for many years past received sums of 
money for the supply of gas largely in excess of the wants of the company 
or maintenance, renewal, and extension of works, and for paying the pre- 
scribed dividend to the shareholders. That statement was utterly incon- 
sistent with the facts, which they ought of course to be in a condition to 
show by their witnesses. He knew perfectly well, however, that they 
would not be able to establish it. The petition then went on to state that 
there was no extension of the works of the company required which could 
not be met and provided for out of the current income and resources of the 
company. That was distinctly inconsistent with the law of Parliament 
regulating a company, namely, that they should apply their income to the 
extension of works, because their lordships knew perfectly well that when a 
company arrived at its maximum dividend of 10 per cent. they were obliged 
from that time to reduce their price to the public, and they had no power 
whatever to apply any surplus income to the extension of works. If they 
did so, the result to the public, whom these gentlemen said they represented, 
and who, they said, were injured by the apes to of this bill, would be 
that the price of gas would be perpetually maintained at its maximum. 
That was quite plain; therefore, Parliament had provided that companies 
should not oety any surplus to the extension of works, but that they 
should do it by means of capital, the demand of which was limited ; and he 
could hardly conceive what could be the object of what he found put into 
almost every one of these petitions, because the operation of what was 
sought for by the petitioners was found to be injurious to all consumers of 
gas. Then the petition said that the additional capital required was not 
required bond fide, but for distribution amongst the shareholders, and that 
if any additional capital were required the shares ought to be sold by 
auction, and the premium applied to the extension of works. They also 
said that the prescribed rate of profit was too large on the ang | capital, 
and that the shares ought to be raised as preference shares, and that the 
existence of gas-works in crowded neighbourhoods was a great and an 
eeamenee | evil which this bill would tend to perpetuate. He wondered 
how gentlemen could sit and write anything of that kind. How could they, 
under an Act of Parliament, take that property and divide it amongst the 
shareholders? The capital must be applied to the carrying on of the opera- 
tions of the company, and he could not comprehend the obligation at all. 
Probably it had been put in by an attorney’s clerk, for he did not think the 
gentlemen forming the local board of Westminster would meet in solemn 
conclave and write such nonsense. Selling shares by auction in the way 
ene had been tried over and over again and failed, and as to the 


manufacture was attended with a large amount of risk, 10 per cent. was a 
reasonable dividend for the public to pay for the risk incurred. But when 
an old-established company, having already a 10 per cent. dividend, came 
before Parliament, they were in the habit of reducing the dividend on the 
new capital to 7} per cent. Within the last few weeks the shares of the 
metropolitan gas companies had been selling in the market to pay 7§ 
per cent. 7 

Mr. Putsn said that was under the pressure of the London Gas Bill. 

Mr. Burke said they were subject to the same pressure every year; for 
each year bills were brought in by interested vestries and others, and they 
could not launch this capital without a dividend of that kind. As to gas- 
works in a crowded neighbourhood, they were there already. Were they to 
be removed? if so, how was the neighbourhood to be supplied with 
which was now as great a necessity as water? The neighbourhood ha 
come about them rather than they had established themselves in the neigh- 
bourhood, and they were not sought to be removed, nor had any one sug 
gested where they were to be removed to. It was sought to purchase two 
acres of additional land, and it was said that if that were near the works of 
the company it would cause a large and injurious displacement of the 
labouring classes. He did not apprehend anybody would be removed 
without receiving adequate compensation, and they took no compulsory 
powers whatever; therefore it was difficult to’ see how they could be 
Injured. Having considered what had fallen from his lordship in reference 
to the last bill, they had decided to abandon the addition of two acres, and to 
confine themselves to the present limit. Then it was said that the price of 





pretty much what their lordships had determined in other cases. Again, it 
said that the bill did not provide in any way for the protection of the con~- 
sumer, and for securing to him those safeguards as to price, quality, and 
limitation of profits which it had been the policy of Parliament to afford. 
| He really did not know what that meant, because the my J of Parliament 
| had been shown by the passing of the Metropolis Ges Act. The whole 
question was this: the company being there and being obliged to supply 
gas, and not being able to do so without more money, were they to 
have more money? That was the main question, and the next was, if they 
were to have money, upon what terms should it be, and whether it was fair 
and reasonable that they should have the same dividend as had been con- 
ceded in other cases, Then there was another petition by Lord Westminster, 
but it seemed to be on all fours with the others, and he did not think he 
need deal with it particularly. It stated that he objected to the company being 
authorized to st any further moneys in extending their works upon 
estate; but, as he had said, the company intended to give up the proposed 
addition, and confine themselves to the land upon which they were at pre- 
sent authorized to extend their works. The question was, if they could not 
supply the requisite amount of gas without additional works, where were 
those works to be situated? It was almost impossible to obtain land in 
London or adjacent to it for the purpose of erecting gas-works, and it was 
therefore far better that where they did exist they should be increased to 
some extent than that they should be erected in a new locality. He believed 


the evidence would show that whatever inconvenience did arise, as he must 


admit that some inconvenience was inseparable from works of this character, 
had been greatly exaggerated. No doubt a gentleman would rather have his 
house at a distance from gas-works than near to them; but in this case the 
houses had come to the gas-works, and not the gas-works to the houses, 
At Brighton and other places, houses were being erected in large numbers 
adjacent to gas-works, and findiug tenants immediately; but they would go 
in London, and opposition was raised to gas-works on that ground, and 
therefore he said it was far better, inasmuch as the company must supply 
gas, that a new company should not be introduced. He did not say that it 
was any advantage to the company to be obliged to supply more gas, and 
make new works; on the contrary, it might be better for them to take 
their dividends and stop where they were; but if they did not fulfil their 
obligations a new company would come in and do so, taking 10 per cent. 
instead of 74, whereas, by a small outlay on the land where their present 
works existed, they would be able to supply the gas which the public 
required. All he asked was power to raise a certain sum of money for 
carrying on those operations, and to divide upon that sum 2} per cent. less 
than the public would have to pay if the works were erected by another 
company. On every occasion when a gas company came before Parliament 
they were met by parties who desired to get their gas cheaper, but the 
question was one of equity and justice between the parties, If the gentie- 
men on the other side could get their gas much cheaper than they did now, 
they would not care one pin whether the company divided 1, 2, or 5 per 
cent. ; but the question was, were not the company entitled to a fair dividend 
in return for the large risk which they incurred? In the case of the Great 
Central Company in the City of London, a fire arose in Wood Street, and 
they had to pay £25,000 for accidental damage occasioned by their opera- 
| tions. ‘There was an action then pending with reference to the late fire at 

Saville House, in which the damages were laid at £60,000 against the 
| Chartered + the allegation being that the fire arose out of some 

escape of gas. There was also the accident that occurred to the London Gas 
| Company the other da 

Mr. Putnn said he 
nonsuited. 





— eS plaintiffs were 


| Mr. Burke said that was the case, and a new trial was moved for, but he 
| was only mentioning these things to show the enormous risks which were 





ividend, it was the same as in all similar cases, 7} per cent. All the new | 


companies were entitled to divide 10 per cent., being regulated by the 





general law that, in a trading company like a gas company, where the 


attached to the business; and, therefore, unless they gave these companies 
something like a reasonable dividend, which he contended theirs was, of 7$ 
per cent., the public would never invest their moneys in these undertakings. 
He did not apprehend, however, that the committee would make a distine- 
tion between the Equitable and the other companies which they had had in 
Parliament that session, and in the case of which 7} per cent. had been con- 
sidered a fair and reasonable dividend, This bill, however, went a little 
further and provided, in the 7th section, that in case the price charged by 
the company were under 4s. 6d. per 1000 cubic feet (that was a mistake, it 
should ™ 4s.) the company should be entitled to an additional dividend, 
beyond that authorized in the Act, of one quarter per cent. for every penny, 
when such price for six months preceding the payment of such divided should 
have been below 4s. That gave an encouragement to the company to reduce 
the price of gas by every possible means, and it was not a new provision, It 
had been acted upon with great benefit in the town of Sheffield, and in that 
session of Parliament he had himself been concerned for the Sheftield Gas 
Company, who brought forward a bill which had received the sanction of 
their lordships House, authorizing an 8 per cent. dividend on their new 
capital to start with, and a 10 per cent. prospective dividend whenever the 
price should be reduced by a certain amount. This was what was sought by 


| this bill, and he drew attention to it because it differed from the provisions 


of the previous bill. It was for their lordships to consider whether this pro- 
vision was consistent with the interests of the public and of the company. 
He had circumscribed his remarks within a small compass, but the evidence 














gas provided in clause 7 was too high. He presumed the price would ‘be | 
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which would be adduced would make the case clearer than he had been able 
to make it. He had been told, and he thought their lordships ought to 
know it, that the noble lord who presided over committees required a 7 per 
cent. dividend in these cases, and that the borrowing powers should be 
£75,000 instead of £100,000. He could only say that his lordship was at 
variance even with the consumers, who in the case of the Imperial said : 
‘*You ought to borrow in a much larger proportion than you do.”” The 
Standing Orders applicable to railway and other companies provided that the 
company should not borrow more than one-third of the total capital. ‘They 
followed that Standing Order, and proposed to take one-third of the total 
capital; but Lord Redesdale, in reference to gas companies, said they should 

e one-fourth. As he did not know his lordship’s views upon that point, 
he could not meet them by argument, but he could only say that the object 
in limiting the borrowing powers was that there should be a fair security for 
the share capital, and Parliament had held that sufficient security was given 
by three times the amount of the mortgage debt being raised in shares. 

Mr. Parkes inquired whether that part of the preamble which related to 
the extension of the land held by the company to ten acres was abandoned. 

Mr. RicnArps said that all the words relating to increase of land in the 
preamble and in clause 2 would be expunged. 

. Mr. Parkes said he supposed clause 17 would follow as a matter of course; 
if so, the petition for which he appeared was withdrawn. 

Mr. Ricnarps: We give up the addition of two acres, and all the powers 
connected therewith. Does that satisfy you? 

Mr. Puryn : It does not, indeed. 

Mr. Parkes said he was speaking of the Westminster district only. 

Mr. Ricuanrps said he believed the Board of Works were satisfied, and 
there remained therefore the inhabitants of St. George’s, Hanover Square, 
the vestry of the same parish, the vestry of St. Martin’s, and the inhabitants 
of St. George’s Square. 

Samuel Andrews, Esq., examined by Mr. Ricuarps. 

I am secretary of the Equitable Gas Company, and have been so for 16 
years. The company was incorporated under the Act of the reign of her 
— Majesty. The present works are situated near the Penitentiary, a 
ittle to the west of the Vauxhall Bridge Road; they were established there 
about 1832 or 1833. At that time the surrounding land was fields and 
market-gardens. The company was established there before it was incor- 
porated, the Act of Incorporation being dated 1842. The present capital is 
£300,000; the original capital having been £200,000, with borrowing 
powers for £100,000, and we took powers in our Act to capitalize that 
£100,000, which has been done. We are under the operation of the 
Metropolis Gas Act of 1860, which also brings us under the Gas Clauses 
Act of 1847. By that Act we are restricted to a price of 4s. 6d. for 
12-candle gas, and with a necessity for reduction after payment of 10 per 
cent. We have lately paid 10 per cent., and have made up part of the 
arrears under the powers given by the Metropolis Gas Act and the Gas 
Clauses Act. We were not able to make up the whole we were entitled to 
by £22,000. We have fulfilled the obligations we are under to convey pipes 
along public streets and roads when called upon to do so by the local 
| authorities, and to supply private consumers within a certain distance of 
our mains and pipes. e have now exhausted our capital. We send 
out about 400 million feet of gas in the course of the year, the quantity 
having much increased of late years. From 1850 to 1860 it increased 
from 182 millions to 346 millions, and our expenditure was, up to 1850, 
£198,000; at 1860, £260,000; and 1865, £276,000. The difference 
between this latter amount and our total capital of £300,000 is the 
floating capital necessary in carrying on the business, Our price has 
been considerably reduced, the present price being 4s, I believe, from 
past experience, that the amount of capital we ask for under the 

resent till—£200,000—is a reasonable amount, looking at the future. 
think it would carry us on about 15 years. We ask, under Lord 
Redesdale’s sanction for £75,000 borrowing power upon the faith of the 
existing £300,000 capital, and also for one-fourth of the £200,000, borrowing 
in such proportion only as we raise the capital. Our dividend has averaged 
£5 13s. per cent. since 1840; but, taking the whole period, not more than 4 
or 43 percent. For the last six years we have paid the full dividend allowed 
under the Metropolis Gas Act, but we have not had enough surplus to form 
any reserve-fund. We reduced the price in July last, although we had not 
one shilling towards a reserve-fund. ,We were not compelled to reduce 
until we had a reserve-fund of £20,000. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Puryn: The amount of our share is £50 and £25, 
The last transaction took place on the new shares, the £25 shares. They 
|sold at £35; that was last week, and some this week. Last year they 
| were more, the £50 shares being about £86 or £87. We have no debt, but 

we have exhausted our borrowing powers. The area of our works in the 
parish = St. George’s, Hanover Square, is nearly 5 acres. The area is all 
occupied. 

Mr. Putnn: Where do you propose to have your new works; on those 
|! 5 acres ? 
| | Witness: No. 

| Mr. Purnn: Where are they to be? 

| Witness : We have not yet determined upon a site; we have power to 
hold 10 acres, but at present we have no land in any other part of the 

‘| metropolis. 

| Mr. Purtnn: And you pledge yourselves that you do not mean to increase 
the works where they at present exist > 

Witness : No; we do not pledge ourselves to that. 

| | Mr. Puinn said he appeared for the inhabitants of St. George’s, Hanover 

Square, as well as for the Marquis of Westminster, ‘and he was, therefore, 
| — to know whether there was room for any great extension of the 

works. 
| Witness: No; not for a great extension. We have produced in those 
| Works 409 million cubic feet of gas in a year. I am not prepared to say 
| What additional quantity we could produce by works we could put on that 
|site; the engineer will answer that. We have no other land, and we have 
| not sold any since I have been connected with the company. Many years 








Chelsea, which they sold. It was landed property in the parish of 


_know the site, or the quantity of it, and I am not prepared to say what it 


| land was sold. Iam not able to state whether it had been acquired for gas 
| purposes, 
|| By the Cuatrman: I believe it was acquired by the company before they 
|| obtained their Act, in 1842, and resold about 1846 or 1847. 
whether that land, with the 5 acres which we hold at present, made up the 
10 acres which we were entitled to hold under the Act of 1842; I do not 
| know the motives which induced the directors to part with it. I have not 
(ny eye on any particular piece of land at present, and I am not aware that 
|the directors have, We are limited to a particular district. We light that 








ago, I believe, the company had some property in the neighbourhood of | 
; Chelsea or Fulham.’ I beiieve it was in the parish of Fulham. I do not | 


, | where those works are to be. First of all, what is the amount of the site 
|sold for. It is in our accounts. It is upwards of 20 years ago that the | 


cannot tell | 


part of Pimlico known as South Belgravia; the district is marked on that | 


map [handing it to the noble chairman]. 

By Mr. Puinn: Our limits are—beginning at the Horse Guards, extend- 
ing eastwards to King’s College, and to the centre of the river Thames, in a 
southerly direction; then northwards and north-west, one-half of Drury 
Lane, along the south side of Long Acre, through Leicester Square, the 
south side of Coventry Street, and the east side of the Haymarket ; then along 
Carlton House Terrace back again to the Horse Guards. Then the Pimlico 
district, which is all that part lying and including the west side of Vauxhall 
Bridge Road from Vauxhall Bridge ; also a part of the Victoria Station, and 
through the centre of the canal that former y was there, down to the river, 
which is the boundary on the south and south-west sides. We light a con- 
siderable portion of Belgravia. 


Mr. Purnn: In point of fact, is almost everything that you light covered | | 


with houses now ? 

Witness : To a great extent. . 

Mr. Putnn: Is there any room for building anywhere, except pulling 
down old houses and building new ones ? 

Witness : We find an increase constantly going on. 

Mr. Purxn: Be good enough to answer my question. Are there any 
vacant spaces of land, of any size, in the whole ambit of your district that 
are not built upon ? 

Witness : I am uct prepared to say there are; I do not know enough of 
the Pimlico district. Ihave not gone over it lately to see to what extent it 
is covered. 

Mr. Parxn: Can you mention any demands you have not yet been able 
to meet for an additional supply of gas? 

Witness: We should consider it a neglect of duty to wait till those de- 
mands exceeded our manufacturing pewer; we have not at present any 
demands which we are unable to supply. 
gas taken is considerably increasing; not so much, perhaps, per house 
as taking the entire district. The increase is both from old customers 
and new ones, but I cannot separate the two. I cannot say how many 
new customers we had last year, but I can tell you the increase of 
gas; that increase last year over the previous year was nearly 24 millions;, 
in 1864 the gross make was 380 millions; in 1865, 403 millions; and 
the increase of 1864 over the previous year was 27 millions. The 
increase in 15 years was 120 per cent.; in 10 years, 64 per cent. Last 
year we helped the London Gas Company to a very small extent only—not 
1 million: we helped no other company. It is not in my department to tell 
the productive power. We have been making 10 per cent., and paying some 
arrears so as to make up 10 per cent. within six years; we commenced, [ 
think, in 1861, and have done it for four years up to last year. Mr. Boodle, 
on behalf of the Marquis of Westminster, had an interview with me about a 
month or six weeks ago. I do not recollect telling him we contemplated 
getting other land in the neighbourhood; I am sure I did not, because we 
had no power to get land. : 

Mr. Punn: Had you not at that time in contemplation, and did you not 
tell Mr. Boodle that you meant to take land where your present works are 
situated ? 

Witness : No; certainly not. I am not aware of our having bought any 
houses in Lupus Street. In Pulford Street the company have bought some 
houses, and two in Grosvenor Road; also one in Bessborough Street, at the 
entrance to the works, for a residence for the engineer. The houses in 
Pulford Street were bought with the hope of being able to convert them into 
coal-stores, but we had no power to do that without the permission of the 
superior landlord. The houses in Grosvenor Road form part of the same 
purchase. That is all the houses or land we have got or negotiated for, 
independently of the five acres. That own was not charged to — 
or to revenue ; it is a distinct account. e have not had complaints from 
the inhabitants of St. George’s, Hanover Square. We have never, on any 
occasion, had a complaint from the local examiner of our gas containing an 
excess of sulphur. The engineer can speak about the purifying process. 
We have a right, under our Act, to buy leaseholds. 

Re-examined by Mr. Ricnanps: The parish of St. George’s, Hanover 
Square, has appointed a chemist to test our gas, but we have never upon 
any occasion been complained of upon his reports. ‘The sale of land at Chel- 
sea or Fulham took place before I was connected with the company. 

Mr. RicHarps: You would hardly think of erecting gas-works in Fulham, 
even if you had the land? You must do the best you can to get land suited 
for your purpose ? 

Witness: Just so. Itis becoming more and more general to burn gas, 
even in private houses. The increase I have given for the last ten years is 
a true and correct statement. If we had demands upon us which we are 
unable to supply, we are liable to penalties under the Metropolis Gas Act, 
and we are therefore desirous of taking Time by the forelock. We shall not 
be able, without risking complaints, to meet next winter and the winter 
after without additional capital. The houses we bought were for the pur- 
pose of storing coal. The storing of coals is very essential to the preserva- 
tion of their quality. They do not produce gas in the same way when 
wet as when they are dry and in good condition. 

Mr. Horatio Brothers, examined by Mr. Ricuarps. 


Iam the engineer of the Equitable Gas Company, and have been for|f 


nearly seven years. Previous to that I had seven years experience in one of 
the largest works in Lancashire. I find the demand for gas from this com- 
any increases year by year—more rapidly of late years—and in order to 
eep pace with the demand we are obliged every year to incur an outlay 
upon the capital aceount. I superintend that outlay, and determine the 
amount of mains and additional works required. I believe the present capital 
is exhausted. We could produce a little more gas than we now do if we had 
storeage. In three years time the demand will exceed (according to past 
experience) the power of supply. It is —> anticipate that period 
by extending our works and means of supply. e ought to have at least 
two years notice to get the works in order. I consider that, looking at the 
probable demand, £200,000, with the borrowing powers named in the Act, is 
a reasonable sum. 
A Lorp: The main point is, how this money is to be laid out. The com- 
mittee would like to know what you raise the money for; whether it is to 
have an increased storeage, the nature of the works you propose to erect, and 


occupied ? 

Witness : I believe nearly five acres. 

By Mr. Ricwarps: It is all occupied ; but to some extent we shall be 
able to remodel our works there so as to make them capable of producing more 
gas. At present we are covered with coal-stores a retort-houses, but we 
could convert a coal-store into a retort-house. I think £20,000 or £30,000 
would be required for remodelling the works in this way. All our gas- 
holders, except one very small one, are telescopes already. Supposing the 
demand continues increasing as at present, I think, as an engineer, that in 
ten years an additional capital of £200,000 will be required. We now re- 
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quire money for enlargement of mains—‘.e., for replacing the existing ones 
by mains of larger diameter. For substitution and extension in this depart- 
ment we require about £20,000. Year by year we require considerable ex- 
penditure for extension of mains, and we shall require more in the future 
than we had in the past; we shall require to lay another large main into 
our district in a year or two. A large main produces much more economical 
working than a smaller one. 1 have put down £30,000 as the amount likely 
to be required for the purchase of land during the next ten years, but it 
would depend greatly on circumstances—the situation of the land, and the 
pressure put upon us in the purchase. For-the manufacturing works, 
storeage, and fence walls, I calculate about £150,000—that is, for increasing 
the present works and building works elsewhere during the next ten years. 
If the land were a considerable distance from the supply, it might increase 
the cost for mains from £20,000 to £30,000. A 24-inch main would cost 
about £6000 mile, and a 36-inch one about £10,000. 

Examined ‘ 
the producing power is under 2} millions of cubic feet per day of 24 hours. 

Mr. Puinn: That would be about 900 millions ~ annum ? 

Witness : No; it would be equivalent to under millions. In summer 
time the consumption is not a third of what it is in the winter. Our make 
is according to our requirements. If we were to work our producing power 
at its maximum, we could not produce 2 millions and a half per day. 
That is per day of 24hours. Supposing us to work every day the maximum 
of our producing power, the quantity would amount to nearly 900 millions 
ayear. But the strength of a thing is its weakest point—2 millions and 
ahalfaday. If we supplied 900 millions a year, we should have to send 
out about 6 millions a day. At the present day we send out perhaps about 
a million feet. Taking the winter, the maximum is 2,000,000 or 2,100,000 
aday. We have produced that with our present capital. 

Mr. Purnn: You say that if you could not meet the demand you would 
be under penalties ? ; 

Witness : If I understand the Metropolis Gas Act, if we could not meet 
the demand there would be a complaint made by a certain number of con- 
sumers to the Secretary of State, and he could appoint a person to know the 
reason, and we should be under penalties, or be liable to have our district 
taken from us and given to some one else. The penalty is in this shape: 
if we cannot produce what the consumers require, if they appeal to the 
Secretary of State he can appoint an inspector, and on his report they can 


district through any fault of our own. 
State, if it were not through any fault of our own, would be so unreasonable 
as to take the district from us. : 
Mr. Pu1nn: You would be subjected to a penalty if, from want of any 
capacity in your works, the Secretary of State could take the district from 
you and bring another company into the district ? ; 
Witness : That was never contemplated in the Metropolis Gas Act of 1860. 
Mr. Puinn: Great companies do in fact assist one another? 
Witness : The first time I ever remember it in London was on the 
‘| occasion of the explosion at the London Gas-Works. We certainly then 
rendered them some assistance. Aw 
Mr. Pursn: I thought you said £20,000 for works and incidental arrange- 
ments on the present spot, £30,000 for land, and a gross sum of £150,000 for 
general expenditure ? , 7 
Witness ; Yes; but I included that generally in the other item—that is, 
the extension of the present works, It is true we can store at a very con- 
siderable distance from our works and from our supply, but the cost of 
storeage at a considerable distance would be simply to raise the price of 
coal materally. Supposing, for instance, we could store 2 or 3 miles up the 
river, the difference of barging the coal so much further would be a con- 
siderable expense. That is the ruling price of the difference in the price of 
coal, We get our coal from Newcastle. 
Mr. Pann: Then there would be the difference of freight on the one 
hand, but the land would be much cheaper on the other the further you go 
up, would it not? 
Witness : It would not be simply the difference of freight, because the 
freight would be a constant quantity by the barging coals up to the coal- 
stores. We should have to ath and store the coal, there reload the barges, 
and so on; and it would cost, I should think, about 2s. a ton extra. If we 
were to store it 3 miles up the river, we should have to send the barges u 
there. That would be a double freight, so far as the barges were concerned. 
We should have to take the coal out, and when we required to bring it down; 
2s. would be rather under the cost. The storeage of our coal and our works 
must be concentrated in the same point. The storeage of our gas may be at 
some distance, but the greater the distance the greater the expense. There 
would be leakage and additional pressure. You must have a main inde- 
pendently, which would be considerable expense, from your works to your 
storeage, and then the gas would have to travel back again. I have not 
submitted any plan to the directors for the alteration of our present works 
in case we get this bill. Some 18 months ago I made a report to the 
directors of what was actually necessary to be done to meet the increasing 
consumption, and the arrangements that were necessary at our present site. 
One arrangement was that we should dispense with one of our coal-stores 
and convert it into a retort-house. Of course you have heard from the 
secretary that we have bought some houses in Grosvenor Road and Pulford 
Terrace to convert into coal-stores. We cannot pull down the houses 
without the permission of the superior landlord. I have not yet con- 


minster will not give us leave to convert these houses into coal-stores. We 
have no occasion to seek his consent to put additional retorts there, because 


like economy or convenience, put up additional retorts without some con- 


one. 
By a Lorp: The present site is fully occupied. Our proposition was to 
use these houses that were bought for coal-stores, and to make one of the 
coal-stores into a retort-house. ’ 
Mr. Puinn: Supposing that cannot be done, are the coal-stores to remain 
where they are, ont the additional retorts to go somewhere else ? 
Witness : No; what we want is coal storeage—we do not want retort 
power there now. Whether we are ever to have retort power there is not a 
question for me—it is for the directors. We are very short of storeage room 
at the present time—we want much more. If we got consent to use these 
houses in Grosvenor Road and Pulford Terrace, we could turn one of our coal- 
stores into a retort-house, and that we contemplate. One of the coal-stores 
we are contemplating abuts on the main road from Vauxhall Bridge to West- 
minster, The store that we contemplate turning into a retort-house is between 
the present retort-house and that coal-store in question. The central spot of our 
works is about 300 feet from St. George’s Square, the nearest point 50 feet ; 
at that point, and for a long distance down, we have nothing but gasholders. 
There is no smoke up there at all, nor anything of that kind from the retort- 





r - 
by Mr. Puinn: Supposing we were to work at our maximum, | 


let anoth y into the district—that is, if we do not supply the | 
ams hone sae te I do not think the Secretary of | 


sidered what arrangements we shall make, supposing the Marquis of West- | 


it is on our own freehold property. I believe we could not, with anything | 


trivance by which we may get more coal-store room, although it might be | 
d 


houses. They are quite down some 300 or 400 feet. Our works are pretty 
near the centre of one district we supply, but at some distance from another 
district at present. Since we covered the sewers over, I may say that we 
| have had no complaints from St. George’s Square, and that neighbourhood, 
I believe Mr. Stephenson some years ago made a complaint, but not re- 
| cently. Ido not know of any complaints that Mr. Mosscrop has made. 
| Mr. Putnn: I do not understand your rule-of-three sum very well. If, 
with your present £300,000, which I think you have expended, or something 
short of it, £278,000, you can supply this district, I do no* understand why 
you want power to raise £350,000 more, because you propose to take £200,000 
and £150,000 by borrowing. 

Witness : Of course we look further than to ten years—we look to fifteen 
years in drawing up that estimate. I should say that in fifteen years time 
our supply of gas should be from 800 million to 1000 million cubic feet— 
that is more than double the present supply. It is not in my province to 
suggest how this money is to be raised. 

Re-examined by Mr. Ricuarps: We supply the district of St. George's, 
Hanover Square. The houses in St. George’s were, some of them, erected 
12 years ago; they are now erecting more. Under certain restrictions 
Cubitt’s trustees have given us permission to convert certain houses into 
| coal-stores. The productive power of the gas company is to be measured by 
| the day in which the greatest demand is made—say the 24th of December. 
| We have the power of producing at a maximum 2,100,000 feet. We could 
| not go on producing that ns | by day—not for more than three or four 

months. This winter we have had fogs, and so on, and we have been put to 
inconvenience from not having storeage. — obliged to send out gas 
throughout the day, in consequence of fog, we have been unable to store 
it for the night. 

Mr. Ricuarps: You have talked about the cost of the storeage being 
increased by distance. You were asked about freight. I apprehend the 
main cost you would incur would be the conveyance to a distance, the 
unloading and reloading, and the conveyance back again, which would make 
the sum you have mentioned per ton? 

Witness : Yes; quite that. And with regard to storeage of gas, if we 
were to store gas at a distance, we must convey it to the storeage place by 
an independent pipe, which pipe must not be tapped on its ay a pi 
independent of the supply-pipe; all that becomes a matter of pounds, 
shillings, and pence. With regard to making barges serve as coal-stores, 
that is open to many objections, in consequence of the deterioration of coal, 
and the expense, and it is a mode which no gas engineer could recommend a 
gas company to adopt, if he could get storeage elsewhere. The retort-house 
that we propose to erect is to be the point of our works farthest from Lupus 
Street—it comes at a complete angle to St. George’s Square. 

Mr. Ricnarps: I will call your attention to the Metropolis Gas Act. 
You were asked whether you were bound to supply under any penalties. 
Let me call your attention to the 17th section—‘‘If the gas company, not 
being entitled to require, or not having required, any security, wilfully fail 
for seven days after being thereunto required in writing by the consumer, 
| or where the security agreed on or determined by the magistrate is given, 
| shall wilfully fail for fourteen days thereafter to provide and lay all proper 
| and sufficient communication, service and other pipes, or to furnish a supply 

of gas, or to furnish any meter pursuant to the provisions of this Act, then, 
and in every such case, the gas company shall, on a summary conviction 
before a magistrate, forfeit and pay to the consumer, not exceeding forty 
shillings, for every day after the expiration of seven or fourteen days 
| respectively, during which the failure continues.’’ So that for every single 
consumer who calls upon you to supply gas, and whom you wilfully fail to 
supply, you are liable to 40s. pena ef I apprehend if you do not seek 
powers from Parliament you do wilfully fail, and you object, of course, to 
the possibility of being convicted in any such penalty as that? 

Witness : Decidedly. 

Mr. Ricwarps said that was the case of the promoters. , 

The CuarrMan said the noble lord wished to know whether the area sup- |' 
— by the Equitable Gas Company was covered with houses, and if not, 

ow much was uncovered. 

Mr. Puinn said he believed Mr. Boodle, Lord Westminster’s solicitor, 
could give an answer to that. And he was instructed that Mr. Dines, the 
builder, whom he meant to have called, would say that 40 or 50 houses 
would entirely cover the district. 

The CHAIRMAN said the committee did not think it expedient to proceed 
further with the bill. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


(Before Mr. Tomurxe, Chairman; Mr. Vesey Dawson, Mr. E. H, 
Coorrr, and Mr. BARNeEs.) 
WANDSWORTH AND PUTNEY GAS, 
TuEspay, Apri 17. 


Mr. Ropwett, Q.C., and Mr. GATEs appeared for the promoters; Mr. T. 
| Jonrs appeared for the Mitcham and Wimbledon District Gas and Coke 
Company, and the owners and occupiers of property at Wandsworth; Mr. 
| Pore for the Wandsworth District Board; and Mr. Purnn, Q.C., with 
Mr. Wickryson, for the Metropolitan Board of Works. A petition was 
also appeared upon by Messrs. Marriorr and JorpaNn, parliamentary 
agents, on behalf of Messrs. William King Hopkins and John Williams, owners 
of property contiguous to the Wandsworth Gas-Works. Petitions had been 
presented by the Pheenix and Brentford Gas Companies, and by Mr. Ste- 
phenson Clarke, the lessee of the works of the promoters; but no appear- 
ances were entered upon them. 
| | Mr. Ropwe1u said he had the honour to appear in support of this bill, 
the objects of which were sufficiently stated in the title. It was for the 
purpose of extending the limits within which the Wandsworth and Putney 
Gaslight and Coke Company were authorized to supply gas, and to enable 
the company to acquire additional lands, to erect additional works, to raise 
further capital, and for other purposes. This company was formed in 1854, 
under a deed of settlement, and their capital then was the modest sum of 
£13,000. They let their works to a gentleman of the name of Spice, he 
guaranteeing to pay them a certain dividend per annum upon their capital. 
In 1856 they obtained an Act of Parliament, under the powers of which 
their capital was raised to £30,000, and certain restrictions were then placed 
upon them by the Legislature, to which it would be necessary hereafter to 
refer. By that Act the agreement with Mr. Spice was legalized, and the 
company were also authorized to enter into a similar agreement with any 
other person. They subsequently availed themselves of that sanction, and 
entered into an arrangement with Mr. Stephenson Clarke, who was the pre- 
sent lessee of the works. That gentleman was a petitioner against this bill, 
but having effected satisfactory terms with the company, he did not now 
appear upon his petition. Since 1856, the company had expended a ve 
‘large sum of money—something considerably over £30,000—upon their 
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works, and they now found that, owing'to the rapid increase of the district 
supplied by them, they had more work to do than they had the means of 
accomplishing, and it Was absolutely necessary they should have further 
capital to meet the requirements of their legitimate business, They did not 
come before Parliament with the present bill for powers to make up losses 
sustained by their former enterprise, but to enable them to keep pace with 
the demands for gas which were being made upon them, and which demands, 
owing to the constant increase in the number of houses, were daily becoming 
greater and more pressing. The increase in the population of the district 
‘and in the buildings was at the rate of 16 per cent. per annum, so that the 
committee might easily arrive at the conclusion that the growing demands 
upon the company’s purse and upon their plant and apparatus were very 
great. In fact, without further capital, they would have to come to a 
standstill. They could not go on increasing the quantity of gas already 
supplied without considerable additions to their premises and works. The 
company were not included in the provisions of the Metropolis Gas Act of 
1860; the district supplied by them being a suburban district, was specially 
exempted at that time in the schedule attached to that Statute. ‘The first 
object contemplated by the present bill was to increase the capital of the 
compapy from £30,000 to £100,000, with borrowing powers to the extent of 
£25,000, and the evidence to be placed before the committee would 
prove that in all human probability that increased capital would not 
suffice for a longer nea than ten or twelve years, at the expira- 
tion of which time they would have to come before Parliament again 
for more money. To show the extent of the demands which ‘were 
being made upon them, he might state that during the last two years 
the vw had laid down 5455 yards of new pipes. They had also en- 
larged the capacity of their old mains, or rather laid down other mains in 
substitution, of larger diameter, to the extent of 4870 yards, which of course 
had absorbed a large amount of capital. The second object contemplated 
by the bill was the acquisition of power to extend the company’s limits so as 
to furnish a supply of gas to adjacent places already laid out for building 
purposes, and which in the course of a few years would no doubt be covered 
with villas and gentlemen’s residences just as parts of the present district 
now were. By clause 4 of the amended bill the limits of the company were 
defined to be ‘‘so much of the. parish of Putney, otherwise Putten Heath, 
as is not included within the limits of the Act of 1856, the parish of Lower 
Tooting, otherwise Tooting Graveney, the hamlet of Upper Tooting, in the 
parish of Streatham, the parish of Wimbledon, the parish of Merton, and 
the parish of Mitcham, all in the county of Surrey.”” The reasons for 
asking for this extension would be more fully explained by the engineer, 
and he would therefore only briefly state that portions of this enlarged dis- 
trict were either partially or wholly unprovided at present with gas, and 
the inhabitants had asked the company to extend their mains in these direc- 
tions. And although probably at first there would be no great demand, it 
could not be doubted that ultimately the consumption of gas would be very 
large. With regard to Putney there were in 1856 no houses at all where 
the company now proposed to go. At present the district was supplied by 
the Brentford Company, but that company made no objection to the scheme 
of the promoters, and, in fact, seemed to think they were the right persons 
to serve it. With regard to Upper Tooting, the Phonix Company supplied 
many houses there, but they offered no opposition to this bill. The case 
was rather different in reference to Lower Tooting and Wimbledon, where 
the Mitcham Gas Company now furnished a supply of gas. The Mitcham 
Company, however, were under no Act of Parliament, and therefore were 
under no restrictions as to the pricecharged for or the quality of the gas 
supplied by them, nor as to the rate of dividend they could pay to their 
shareholders. In fact they could do as they pleased, and if their gas 
was bad, their price high, and their dividends excessive, the consumers 
had no redress. The price they had hitherto charged was 5s. 6d. per 
1000 cubic feet, but since the present bill was deposited they had given 
notice to reduce the price to 45s, The promoters on the other hand were 
already under the restrictions of an Act of Parliament, and the maximum 
price they proposed to charge was only 4s. 6d. per 1000. The Mitcham 
Company opposed the bill now before the committee, and no doubt the 
case they would seek to establish was that the promoters ought not to 
be allowed to compete with them. He, however, would submit to 
the committee that under the regulations of an Act of Parliament they 
had a perfect right to go into that district, and that the inhabitants 
were entitled to some guarantee that the gas supplied to them would 
be good in quality and not exorbitant in price. In addition to that 
he might state that there was a petition from the inhabitants of 
Mitcham, Wimbledon, and Tooting, in favour of their scheme. These 
were the principal points to which it was necessary to call the attention 
of the committee, but there was one other matter upon which he should have 
to say a word, and that was with reference to the 3lst section of the com- 
pany’s Act of 1856. In that section there was a proviso ‘‘ that the company 
shall not erect any works for the manufacture of gas upon any land other 
than such land as is vested in them, and upon which gas-works were erected 
at the time of the passing of this Act, or on land immediately adjoining 
thereto.” The company had acted faithfully up to that section, and had 
not erected any works for the manufacture of gas, except upon land con- 
tiguous to them—he could not say adjoining, because between the land they 
had occupied and the other land upon which their works were erected the 
South-Western Railway interposed. Upon this contiguous land they had 
erected their gasholders, and it appeared to them reasonable that, in coming 
te Parliament now, this portion of their old Act shouJd be repealed, and that 
they should be enabled, for the purpose of increasing their means for manu- 
facturing gas, to place their retorts upon the spot where these gasholders 
stood. The Spel of that restriction would injuriously affect no one; they 
already manufactured gas within 18 yards of it, and therefore, even if a nui- 
sance existed at the present time, there could be no appreciable increase of 
such nuisance thereby. ‘The only other point to which he need refer was 
this: his learned friend, Mr. Phinn, appeared for the Metropolitan Board of 
Works, and a question of law arose between them and the promoters of some 
nicety. ‘The company obtained the opinion of a very eminent counsel upon 
it, two years ago, and he (Mr. Rodwell) was told, when he entered the room, 
that the matter was in course of settlement. It was simply this: that the 
Metropolitan Board of Works, in their General Act, under the provisions of 
which the gas company came, had certain clauses affecting the erection of 
buildings with reference to the width of roads. The company desired to 
erect a meter-house close to a road at the side of their works, and the ques- 
tion was whether that house was a building of such a character as to bring 
them within the terms of these clauses. The opinion they obtained from 
counsel was to the effect that they might erect it, and therefore they did so, 
and no objection to it had been raised to the present time. But the company 
did not wish to be in doubt on the subject, and, unless they could come to an 
arrangement with the Metropolitan Board, they proposed to insert a pro- 
vision in the bill to enable them to use this portion of the road for their pur- 
poses. He believed there was no real hostility between the parties, and that 











a proposition had been made with regard to it. It would be for the com- 
mittee to say whether, in this particular case, they thought it unreasonable 
for the company to ask for a departure from the provisions of the General 
Act. He knew it was asking a great deal to ask a committee to introduce 
epecial legislation into a private bill, so as to exempt the promoters from the 
terms of the General Law; still, cases would from time to time arise in 
which such a course was necessary, and each such case must be dealt with 
on its own merits. 

Mr. Pxrsn said he might tell his learned friend that his instructions were 
to resist this proposition altogether, and upon this principle, that if the 
board once yielded the point they would have the _—— Local Manage- 
ment Act repealed in parcels all over the metropolis. If, as his friend had 
stated the company had been advised, they were right in erecting this build- 
ing, then cadit guestio—there was no necessity for the provision ; if not, then 
the Board of Works could not assent to the proposed exemption. 

Mr. Pope said on behalf of the Wandsworth District Board he fully 
coincided in the determination of the Metropolitan Board to resist the pro- 
position. They felt it would be detrimental to their interests that the 
control of the Metropolitan Board should be abrogated. They relied upon 
this control being exercised, and if by partial legislation that control were 
to be abandoned, the local board would be at the mercy of any company 
who chose to ask for it. 

Mr. RopweEtt admitted that the proposal must be laid before the! 
committee, as asking for a great indulgence—he could not put it higher | 
than that, and must leave the decision entirely with the committee. With | 
reference to the bill generally, the labours of the sommittee would be much | 
reduced by the practice which now obtained of promoters appearing before 
the Court of Referees. *The company had had several opponents; they had 
some still, but none of them had gone before the referees, and therefore he 
had a right to assume that on the questions of the quality and the quantity 
of gas supplied, the price charged, the amount of pressure, the cost of pro- | 
duction, the mode of testing, and so on, no objection could be raised against 
the company. Unless, therefore, the committee desired for their own in-| 
formation to go into these matters, it would not be necessary to occupy time 
in the discussion of them, the opponents of the bill being concluded on} 
these points by not having taken the promoters before the referees. The | 
inquiry of the committee would consequently be limited to the merits of | 
the case as affecting the raising of additional capital and the necessity for | 
extending the limits of the company’s operations. He came now to deal | 
with the petitions presented against the bill, the first of which was from 
the Mitcham Gas Company. After setting out the objects of the bill, the| 
petitioners stated that by clause 4 it was proposed to extend the limits of; 
the promoters. And they alleged that having themselves expended large 
sums of money in the supply of a portion of the district into which it was 
proposed to extend this company’s mains, it would be a great hardship upon | 
them if they were allowed to compete with them, and that it was not expe-| 
dient they should have powers given them to break up the streets and roads | 
for the purpose. ‘his Mitcham Company were the company he had already 
referred to. They were a sort of outlaws; they were incorporated only 
under the Joint-Stock Companies Act, were under no restrictions, and could 
do as they pleased. No doubt to some extent the promoters, if this bill 
were passed, would compete with them, and probably in some respects 
would supersede them; certainly the introduction of their mains would 
have the effect of keeping the Mitcham Company in order, and he presumed 
that was the reason why they objected to it. The petitioners then com- 
ew of the quality and the price of the gas supplied by the promoters, 

ut these were questious upon which, as he had said, they were concluded 
by not appearing before the referees. The next petition was from the in- 
habitants, lessees, and occupiers of property in Wandsworth and Putney. 
It seemed to be a copy of the petition of the Mitcham Company, and was 
appeared upon by the same counsel. It referred to the history of the pro- 
moters, and alleged that by clause 4 it was proposed to extend their opera- 
tions into a district already efficiently supplied by the Mitcham and 
Wimbledon Company. But it was evident the bill could not injuriously 
affect them, because if the Mitcham Company furnished them with good | 
and cheap gas, they could continue to take a supply from them. The next! 
was the petition of the Metropolitan Board, who objected to the promoters | 
seeking to repeal those clauses under the General Act to which he had already | 
called attention, and therefore he would say no more upon it at present. Then} 
there was the petition of a Mr. Hopkinsand a Mr. Williams, who said they were | 
the owners of land at Wandsworth, and that the company under clause 5 of | 
their bill might ereet works immediately contiguous to such land, which | 
would be very much deteriorated in value thereby. They then complained | 
that there was no schedule to the bill, and no doubt they were quite right | 
so far as the bill originally deposited was concerned, but in the amended bill 
this omission had been supplied. They further complained of the attempt, 
on the part of the promoters to repeal the 31st section of the Act of 1856, | 
which prevented their manufacturing gas except upon land adjoining their 
own property. They then stated that in 1864 the company obtained land 
abutting on their property upon which they proceeded to construct a gas- 
holder, and only desisted thevetoom upon their interference with the work. 
It was true the company did desist, and the effect of this had been that they 
had erected this gasholder on the other side of the railway. He did not 
think the distance of a few yards could make much difference to these gentle- | 
men. The petitioner then stated that he had purchased land in that neigh- | 
bourhood for the purpose of building, and that his object would be defeated 
if the company obtained their bill. It was possible certainly that he might | 
be damaged by the company’s operations, but if so he had his remedy in a} 
court of law, and the company would have to pay him for it. He (Mr. 
Rodwell) need not now stay to press upon the committee the fact that gas 
was almost a necessary of life in the present day. He would only say that, 
so far as the promoters were concerned, unless their works were extended 
they must come to a standstill in the supply of the constantly increasing 
demands made upon them. The question was whether the great convenience 
and accommodation and comfort which the extension would enable them 
to dispense to the public of the district would not compensate for the incon- 
venience which these or any other gentlemen might suffer from the increase 
of the works, these persons having the full right to that compensation which 
the law gave them if any injury were done to their property. He thought 
when the committee had heard the evidence they would come to the con- 
clusion that the proposition of the company was most reasonable and honest, 
that the opposition of the petitioners was of the weakest description, and, 
ee that of the Mitcham Company on the ground of competition, 
hardly touching upon the question of preamble at all. 1.3 

Mr. Jones said he did not know whether the committee would wish him 
at the present moment to enter upon a formal objection he had to make to 
any further proceedings with the bill. The 178th Standing Order of the 
House of Commons required that to all bills of this kind a schedule should be 
attached showing the exact site upon which it was pro to erect gas- 
works. The provision was a most important one, and he had never before 
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known it to be transgressed against. But in this instance no schedule was 
attached to the bill. 

Mr. RopWELL said he was quite willing, if any effect was to be given to 
this objection, that it should be taken at once. “ 

Mr. Jonzs said the point was this. By the 178th Standing Order of this 
honourable House it required that in every bill for making a burial ground, 
cemetery, or gas-works, a schedule should be annexed defining the limits 
within with such burial ground, cemetery, or gas-works were to be made. 
He need not Ve out the extreme importance of such a Standing Order. It 
might be said that it was a mere inadvertence in the present case that such 
a schedule was omitted, and it might be argued that such defect was cured 
by the notices advertised in November last, which gave a sort of indication 
of where the works were proposed to be. But he submitted that the 178th 
Standing Order expressly required that, in addition to that notice in the 
advertisements, which only gave a very general indication at the time of the 
intentions of the company, they should append « schedule to the bill giving 
the particulars. There was an analogous case provided for by the 168th 
Standing Order, which required that where agreements were sought to be 
confirmed by a bill, those agreements were to be set forth in a schedule. 
The reason for this was easily seen. It was intended that the public 
should be made fully acquainted with what was proposed to be done. 
It could not be supposed that the promoters were to be at liberty to 
omit this schedule, and to bottle up their intentions until the bill came 
before the committee, without giving any precise information to those 
who were interested in opposing them. There was no intimation on the 
face of this bill as to what was the site of the gas-works proposed to be 
erected, and until so late as six o’clock on the previous evening there was no 
schedule appended to it, This was so grave a matter, involving so important 
a principle, and opening the door to all sorts of inconvenience and injustice, 
that he thought he was only doing right in calling the attention of the 
committee to it at the outset of the inquiry. The petition upon which he 
appeared stated that ‘‘ such a serious breach of the Standing Orders ought 
not to be passed over, and that the matter should be referred to the Standing 
Orders Committee for consideration whether the bill should proceed.” This 
was not, he submitted, a matter for the examiners on Standing Orders, but 
for the committee on the — who he hoped would not allow the promoters 
to slip in on the 17th of April a schedule which ought to have been included 
in the bill deposited in December last. 

Mr. RopwELt said a considerable amount of gravity had been assumed by 
his learned friend in opening up this objection ; but, as far as he could see, 
the only reason why he should speak of it as a ‘‘ grave’? matter was because 
the 178th Standing Order referred in part to burial grounds; for a more 
frivolous objection he had never known to be raised before. It was a mere 
inadvertence on the part of the promoters to omit the schedule, and no one 
had been injured by that omission. Through an inadvertence the schedule 
was not affixed originally to the bill, but that inadvertence was corrected as 
soon as it was found out. ‘The bill, with the schedule affixed, was deposited 
in the Private Bill Office, as required by the Standing Orders, two clear days 
before the meeting of the committee, and that was the bill now on the table. 
With respect to the 168th Standing Order, to which Mr. Jones had referred 
as analogous to this case, he might state that nothing was more common— 
in fact, it was an every-day practice—to schedule agreements during the 
sittings of the committee, and when the bill was pretty well disposed of. As 
to the objection upon the 15th Standing Order, it was clear that the notices 
he held in his hand gave to the public every information as to the precise 
limits within which it was proposed to erect works, and that was all that the 
Standing Orders were framed to secure. He admitted that he did not know 
of a case in which such an omission had occurred before, but he contended 
that this did not at all stand in the way of proceeding with the bill. 

Mr. Jongs, in reply, said he would forgive the hard terms applied to him 
by his learned friend, for the sake of the admission which he made at the 
close of his speech, that there was no precedent upon which he could fall 
back of a bill being proceeded with under the circumstances. The simple 

uestion for the committee to determine was whether they would depart 

rom the ordinary practice, and say that in this case compliance with the 
Standing Orders of Parliament was of no importance. Even so lately as on 
the previous day, the opponents applied at the office of the agents of the 
promoters for a copy of the amended bill, and could not obtain one. 

The CHArRMAN said the committee would like to know whether the 
amended bill was in the Private Bill Office two clear days before the present 
sitting. 

Mr. Rees (parliamentary agent) replied that it was. 

The CHArRMAN said the committee had decided to proceed with the bill. 

Mr. Alfred Lass, examined by Mr. Gates. 


I am the secretary of the Wandsworth and Putney Gaslight and Coke 
Company. The company was originally established in February, 1854, and 
in the month af August in that year a deed of agreement was entered into 
between the ag nd and Mr. Spice for the manufacture of gas. By this 
agreement Mr. Spice was to undertake the manufacture of the gas and to 
pay acertain per centage to the shareholders. The agreement was for 15 

ears, during the first 5 years he was to pay 6 per cent., during the second 

years 6} per cent., and for the third 5 years 7 per cent. In the year 1856 
we ore for an Act of Parliament. Our capital originally was £15,000, 
and by this Act it was increased to £30,000, with borrowing powers to the 
extent of £6000 more. The Act confirmed the company’s agreement with 
Mr. Spice, and all other agreements, and Mr. Spice continued to manufac- 
ture the gas, the illuminating power of which was fixed by the Act at 
12 candles, The whole of the £30,000 has been raised and expended on 





£100,000, which latter sum it has been estimated will not be suflicient for a 
longer period than ten or twelve years. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Jones: We pay a dividend of 7} per cent., but 
that is not the maximum we are authorized to pay. We are authorized to 
give the shareholders 10 per cent. on the old shares, that is the £15,000 
raised under the original deed, and 7} per cent. on the new capital, that is 
the £15,000 raised when the company’s Act was passed. We have been 
applied to to go into adjoining districts, but I can give no information on 
that point. We cannot tell what demand we shall have made upon us if 
we get power to go into them. I heve heard that the Mitcham Company 
have been charging 5s. 6d. per 1000 cubic feet, but I am not in a position to 
speak confidently on the subject. I believe it has just been reduced to ds. 

p to the present time we have been charging ds. 6d. with 6d. per 1000 
discount. By the amended bill we propose to make 4s, 6d. our maximum 
price. I cannot give you the exact date when we proposed to reduce the 
price to 4s. 6d.; but it was more than a week ago. We have not yet re- 
duced it, but we have agreed to doso. I believe the gas we supply is 14- 
candle gas, but the engineer will speak to that point. I do not know if 
there has been another clause slipped into the bill within the last few days, 
providing that we shall give 14-candle gas. I have been the secretary of 
the company for two years. There have not been many complaints as to the 
— and quantity of our gas. Ido not know that the Mitcham Com- 
pany light a number of public lamps at Wandsworth, nor am I aware that 
they light eleven lamps in our own immediate district. I do not know that 
that company felt themselves obliged to do so because we could not. 

By Mr. Pope: The rent which Mr. Stephenson Clarke pays is a dividend 
to the shareholders at the rate of 7} per cent. The lessee gets the difference 
of profit over the 7} per cent. Iam aware that by the Gas-Works Clauses 
Act the price of gas ought to be reduced when the dividend of the company 
reaches a certain point—10 per cent. 

Mr. Pope: Is not the operation of your leasing the works this—that 
inasmuch as you can never get more than 7} per cent., though the maker of 
the gas can charge any price he pleases, the consumers will never get a 
reduction ? 

Witness : That does not follow at all. 

Mr. Pore: Tell me, how will you ever get 10 per cent.? Having agreed 
to take 7} per cent., and allowing the lessee to make his own profit, how 
will you ever reach the maximum at which the price should be reduced > 

Witness: We cannot reach that point till the expiration of this lease, 
which has three years to run. 

Cross-examination continued: This company was one of a number of 
companies which were exempted from the operation of the Metropolis Gas 
Act of 1860. I do not know the boundaries of the other companies, but I 
know we are immediately upon the boundary of the metropolitan district. 
Building is going on at avery rapid rate at Wandsworth, and no doubt 
during the next ten years it will become a large town. 

Cross-examined by Mr. WILKInson : I was not concerned in the prepara- 
tion of this bill. I have read it and am aware that by one of its clauses it 
seeks to repeal one of the provisions of the Metropolitan Local Government 
Act. This was not done under my advice, but 1 know it is considered 
advisable to persevere with the proposal to repeal it. 

By Mr. Jonpan: I know where Messrs. Hopkins and Williams land is 





situated. I do not recollect Mr. Hopkins complaining of the company pro- 
posing to erect gas-works upon that land. 

By the Comittee: I am secretary to the company. I have nothing to 
do with Mr, Clarke, and know nothing as to his profits from the concern. 

Re-examined by Mr. Gates: The company have a gasholder upon some land 
which they bought in 1864. This land abuts upon a wall called North 
Street. Even if the company put any of their works upon that land, and 
built them close up to the boundary, it would not prejudice in any way the 
people making use of that road. 

Mr. Pore said he had not asked this witness about the proposed erection | 





of the gasholder, because he understood that the case of the Metropolitan |, 
Board of Works was to be left for the present jin abeyance, subject to the |} 
; 


Wandsworth District Board being also consulted. If the Metropolitan Board | | 


in their discretion should say that what was proposed would not be a disad- 
vantage to them, the Wandsworth District Board would consent that it 
should be so left. 

Re-examination continued: It would in no way prejudice the public, our 
building up to the boundary in North Street. It is a road principally used 
for carts going to the wharves. There are a few small houses close to the 
works, on the opposite side, the gardens of which abut on the road. The! 
lessee has hitherto fixed the price of gas, because he takes the surplus after 
paying our rent; but he is subject to the provisions of our Act of 1856. An 


arrangement was made with him before we came here by which his agree- || 


ment is put an end to, so that we may now reduce the price to 4s. 6d. Mr. 
Clarke was originally a petitioner against the bill, but is not so now, we 
having made this arrangement with him. It is an agreement conditional 
upon the passing of this bill. I believe that our board has been requested | 
on several occasions to supply Wimbledon, At the present time they have | 
no power to do so. 

Mr. Pore said he should like to see this agreement by which it was pro- 
posed to terminate a Jease that was contrary to the policy of all gas Acts, 

Mr. Henry Jones, examined by Mr. Gares. 

I am a gas engineer and the manager of these gas-works, and have been 
so for more than two years. The gas has been manufactured upon the most 
approved principles. To meet the increasing demand upon us, we have || 
made very considerable additions to the works from time to time. All the || 








these works, and also the sum of £2200 which has been borrowed under the 
—— | the Act, A further sum of £800 out of profits has also been so 
expended. 

r. Gates: The bill, as deposited, proposed to capitalize this sum, but 
that has now been abandoned. 

Examination continued : In 1864, after Mr. Spice’s agreement had been 
in ———- ten years, it was arranged to vest the benefit of that agreement 
in Mr. Stephenson Clarke, and from that time to the present that gentleman 
has been the manager of the works, and has manufactured the gas for the 
company. When this alteration was made, a clause was introduced into the 
agreement providing that the illuminating power of the gas should be raised 
to 14 candles, and since 1864 gas of that illuminating power has been sup- 
plied. Since the formation of the company there has been a great quantity 
of building going on in our district; and the population is very much larger 
than it was at the time we commenced operations. The ne of gas 
has increased in a corresponding manner, and the year 1865 shows an in- 
crease of 7 million cubic feet additional to that of 1864, and the demand is 
still increasing extensively. To meet this increased demand we have had 
to bear the expense of taking up the old mains and replacing them with 
others of larger dimensions. A still further expenditure is necessary for this 
purpose, By this bill it is proposed to increase the capital from £30,000 to 








ng apparatus, a portion of the purifying apparatus, and the retorts, | | 
have been very much enlarged. The whole of the mains about the works || 
have also been enlarged; a large station-meter has been provided, which || 
was intended to be put in the house that has been spoken of. The increase || 
in consumption during 1865 was 7 million feet over that of 1864. We have || 
recently had to replace a great many of our old mains by others of a larger | | 
diameter. There have been 810 yards of 5-inch mains replaced by 10-inch |} 
mains, thus quadrupling their power of delivery; 1550 yards of 5-inch |} 
mains have been replaced by 9-inch mains; 1280 yards of 3 and 4 inch |; 
pipes have been replaced by 8-inch pipes, in the one case increasing the || 
power fourfold, and in the other to a much greater extent; 945 yards of || 
3-inch have been replaced by 6-inch, and 870 yards of 2-inch pipes | 
replaced by 4-inch—also increasing the delivery fourfold. We have in! 
addition to this laid down a great many new pipes, and we have independent | 
mains for supplying new roads to the extent of 444 yards of 8-inch pipe, 
3402 yards of 4-inch pipe, and 1031 yards of 3-inch pipe, which have been 
laid down to meet the copiections or gas from the inhabitants and the! 
requirements of the Local Board of Works, who have requested us to light | 
the public lamps there. The whole of this we have done in the last two| 
years. The cost of altering these pipes and the extensions was some- 
thing like £3400. Very much of the additional pipe was rendered neces- 
sary by the application of the Board of Works to Tight nine lamps at Ge} 
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most remote extremity of the district—a most unremunerative piece of 
lighting, which the company undertook to do out of a wish to accommodate 
the Board of Works as much as ible. These nine lamps were upwards 
of 120 yards apart. The rule laid down in the Metropolis Gas Act, under 
which parishes may call upon gas companies to extend their mains in order 
to supply public lamps, enjoins that such lamps shall not be further apart 
than 7() yards. _We laid down the mains for those lamps, although nearly 
twice as far apart as the Metropolis Act imposes, out of a wish to meet the 
requirements of the Board of Works. There was so little private consump- 
tion gained by so doing that we have only obtained two customers upon a 
length of main of something like 1400 or 1500 yards rendered necessary by 
this extension. At first they asked us to put up only seven lamps, but these 
would really have been so far apart there would not have been the slightest 
chanee of earning anything like interest upon the money laid out, and it 


| was arranged that they should increase the number to nine, upon. which 


arrangement we immediately complied with their request. It is in a ve 

low part of the district, and in order to reach it we have to pass over a hig 

hill. In addition to the 1400 yards of main the 444 yards of 8-inch pipe 
which 1 have mentioned had to be laid down in order to supply these lamps 
economically, to give them the full amount of pressure with as little pres- 
sure possible at the works. On the whole it was a very costly affair. The 
rate of increase in the consumption of gas in 1865 over 1864 was about 
16 66 per cent. This has been entailing on us an annual — of between 
£4000 and £5000. For every million cubic feet additional which we are 
called upon to supply an outlay is rendered necessary of about £600. If we 
go on increasing in the ratio of 16°66 per cent. on each year’s manufacture, 
which I believe will be the case, the capital proposed in the bill will cer- 
tainly be absorbed in about twelve years. If we should require to lay out 
£4000 in 1866, we should probably have to lay out £5000 the following 
year, and so on; so that the amount of capital required to be expended in 
each year would be a constantly increasing quantity. Unless we have 
the power to increase our capital, we shall not be in a position 
te meet the demands made upon us. We have at present exten- 
sions in view. ‘There is a proposed extension to Putney, to take in 
a piece of land ey a field, but now covered with buildings. The 
Brentford Company supply the adjacent district to it, but this part is more 
convenient for our company, and the Brentford Company do not object, as 
the roads do not admit of their carrying mains into that part of the district. 
Upon that ground they have agreed to our lighting it. We also take power 
to extend to Upper ‘Tooting in the parish of Streatham, and we propose to 
take in Tooting Graveney, and the whole of the parish of Wimbledon. The 
Mitcham and Wimbledon Gas Company have hitherto supplied Wimbledon 
and Tooting Graveney. That is a company not under the provisions of an 
Act of Parliament, but under the Joint-Stock Companies Act. For that 
reason their operations in breaking up the roads might be suspended at any 
moment, by persons in the district taking proceedings against them for a 
nuisance. Having no parliamentary powers to open the roads, they are 
doing so upon the sufferance of the inhabitants, and probably with some sort 
of permission from the local authority. There is a petition from the inha- 
bitants of Tooting in favour of our company entering their district. There 
is also another petition from the inhabitants of Wimbledon to the same 
effect. Hitherto we have not had power to supply that district ; we have 
not been able to put our pipes there. 
district was without gas at all. 
us to light it, but we could not go there, and the Mitcham and Wimbledon 
Company made no effort at that time to help them toa supply. About a 
fortnight ago I sent a messenger over to their office to inquire what price 
they were charging, and they informed him that the present price was 
5s. 6d., but that it would shortly be reduced to 5s. Wimbledon Park has 


plieé with gas. The houses which are being built there are of a very supe- 
rior character, at an average rent of £180 to £200 per year, and houses which, 
judging from those of the same class which we light ourselves, would consume 
a very considerable quantity of gas. Part of Wimbledon Park is in the 


the other part is in the parish of Wimbledon, beyond our present limits. 
works are in a favourable position. They are very little above high-water 
mark, and we have the means of getting our coal direct into them by water 
carriage, which is an advantage not enjoyed by the Mitcham Company. Ifthe 
limits asked for by the present bill are granted, we shall be able to supply 
the whole of the Wimbledon Park estate, which that company do not at 
present supply; they only light the close and more compact part of the dis- 
trict. Our price lately has been nominally 5s. 6d. per 1000 cubic feet—ie., 


month we allow a discount of 6d. per 1000 feet. We also afford the con- 
sumers facilities in other ways. We make no charge for laying the 
service into the house, which is not a usual thing for small companies 
to do, and we supply them with meters at a moderate rent. An arrange- 


power under the agreement with Mr. Clarke to fix the price at which the gas 
should be sold, but they did not consider that, having this agreement, they 
would be treating Mr. Clarke fairly by coming to the committee with a re- 


proposed price, 4s, 6d., is a very moderate one indeed, as ours is an un- 
usually scattered district, and the public lamps are a long way apart. By 
their Act of 1856, the company were prohibited from erecting any works for 


purpose at the time of the passing of that Act, or upon land adjoining 
thereto. In 1864 the company purchased some additional land upon the 


and we have pipes going from our retorts to the gasholders under the rail- 
way. We have never nianufactured gas on this recently acquired piece of 
land, and we have no other building upon it except the gasholder. It would 
be convenient for us to have power to erect a meter-house, which is an in- 
offensive part of the apparatus, and other buildings upon this land. The 
North Road is a very narrow road with an oblique railway arch across it. 
That bridge is about the same width as the road as it at present exists, so 


prevent any much larger traffic than at present can be accommodated. The 
road is bounded on the left by some small cottages, and on the right by our 
own new property, and it leads to wharves; at the bottom there are a few 
little cross paths and lanes leading right and left, but the road itself leads to 
the river. [Witness described on the plan the position of the road.] The 
company desired to erect a meter-house on this piece of land a short time 
ago, but it was objected to > the Local Board of Works, and I believe coun- 
sel’s opinion was taken on the subject. 

alk prejudicial to the public or to any of the people living in the cottages if 
we had our meter-house or any other buildings on this land, as they would 








recently been extensively built on, and it is important that it should be sup- | making | 
| inquire into the secrets of the promoters for purposes of their own. Mr. 


the manufacture of gas upon any land other than that then in use for the | 
| before Parliament for extended powers, how the public were to be protected 


opposite side of the railway. At that time our land extended to the railway, | : 
was not entitled in the interests of the public to call for the production of 





For a long time one portion of that | 
I have heard that they made a —— to | 


parish of Wandsworth; part of it is within our limits—perhaps tg 
ur | 


| acting directly under the provisions of the Act of Parliament, but a com- 


the bills are made out at that rate, but if the account is paid within one | 


| what those terms were. 
ment has been made with Mr. Stephenson Clarke to put an end to his agree- | 
ment with a view to a still further reduction in the price of gas, The maxi- | 
mum price is proposed by the bill to be 4s. 6d. The company had every | 


duced price in the bill without making some arrangement with him. The | 


, over to their lessee all the profits which the Act of Parliament said ought to 
| go in reduction of price. 


; into an arrangement with any other person. 


that if this road were made ever so wide it would act as a sort of neck, and | 


It would not in my judgment be at | 


be of a moderate height, so that no light or air to any extent would be ab- 
stracted, and it would be a great advantage to us. 


Cross-examined by Mr. Jones: I have been acting as engineer to the 
company for two years. I have erected one or two gas-works, of a smaller 
character than these. I have been employed for the last six or seven years 
exclusively on gas matters. Iam a civil engineer, but not an associate of 
the Institute of Civil Engineers. My connexion with this company com- 
menced concurrently with that of Mr. Clarke. Iam a personal friend of 
his, and on that account I was not objected to by him as engineer to the 
company, he having a concern in it. 

Mr. Jones: What are the arrangements with Mr. Clarke at the present 
moment ? 

Mr. Gates said he thought he ought to object to this question, as it was 
not necessary to go into the matter for the purposes of the bill. The com- 
pany had terminated the contract with Mr. Clarke, and were now in a posi- 
tion to lower the price of gas to 4s. 6d. 

Mr. Jones said his learned friend thought that because the company had 
terminated their connexion with Mr. Clarke, they had terminated the inte- 
rests of his clients in the question. He, however, should ask again, what 
were the ae arrangements with Mr, Clarke, and in what form where 
they embodied ? 

The CHarnMaNn said he thought it was very fair to ask the question. 

Witness : The arrangement with Mr. Clarke is, that he shall make and 
supply to the consumers gas of a superior quality and illuminating power to 
that prescribed in the company’s Act, and that he shall, out of the profits 
of the concern, pay to them a dividend at the rate of 7} per cent. upon the 
whole amount of their capital. 

Mr. Jones: That is the present arrangement. But what I want to know 
is, what are the arrangements between Mr. Clarke and the company as 
regards the present bill, and particularly in what form they are embodied, 
because in that form I an T the arrangements to be laid before the 
committee. 

Witness : The arrangement is, that should the company obtain their Act 
they will pay Mr. Clarke a specified sum, for which he will renounce all 
claim upon the profits of the concern, and they will take the thing into their 
own hands, and so be in a position to supply gas to the public on what terms 
they please. Although under the agreement they could have supplied gas 
at whatever price they pleased without consulting him, they felt that it 
would be unjust to him to do so, and therefore they arranged with him that 
should they obtain their Act his interest in the concern should cease, so that 
they will feel themselves free and unfettered to meet the public demand. 


Mr. Jones: You have answered the first part of my question, but I want 
to know in what form the arrangement is embodied ? 

Witness: I believe there is a written agreement embodying the arrange- 
ment made between them. 

Mr. JonEs said he should appeal to the committee whether it was not 
desirable that the agreement should be laid before them for consideration, | 
before deciding upon the issue submitted to their judgment. | | 

Mr. Gates contended that Mr. Jones was not entitled to call for the, 
agreement, and to inquire into the exact terms which the company had made} 
with Mr, Clarke. Before they brought in this bill a certain definite agree-| 
ment existed between them, and unless they had terminated that agreement 
they would not have been able to come and make the proposal they now) 
made with respect to the reduction of the price of gas. The details of that) 
arrangement were not, he submitted, matters into which the petitioners were, 
entitled to inquire. His learned friend, as representing a rival company, | 
might be very anxious to know what terms the promoters had come to with, 
a person like Mr. Clarke, who was a large coal factor, so as to guide them in| 
not entitled to) 








making contracts for themselves, but they were clear] 


Clarke was himself at one time a petitioner against the bill, but the ar- 
rangements come to with him had satisfied his objections, and there was no 
public object to serve by pressing this inquiry. 

Mr. Pope said he should have to ask the same question as his friend 
Mr. Jones had done, on behalf of the Wandsworth District Board. In| 
doing so his position was somewhat different to that of counsel representing 
arivalcompany. He had only the public interest to serve in asking for 
the production of the agreement. And what was the position of the com- 
pany? It turned out that up to the present time they were not a company 


| 
| 
| 
| 


pany which had handed over powers vested in them to Mr. Clarke, and they) 
now came forward to ask Parliament to grant them further powers. They) 
knew well that if that agreement was still in force they would ask for such} 
powers in vain, and therefore they stated that the agreement had been put 
an end to. As a public body, affected by that agreement and the terms upon 
which it had been set aside, the Wandsworth District Board asked to know 
And for this reason, it was a question of public 
policy. On all questions of this kind the Legislature considered the interests 
of the gas consumers. In passing a gas Act, Parliament conferred a mono- 
poly on the company, and hence they introduced clauses providing that, as 
soon as the profits enabled the company to pay a certain dividend which had 
been fixed in the Gas Clauses Act of 1847 at 10 per cent., the price of gas 
to the public should be reduced; but up to the present moment this pro- 
vision had been defeated by the company, inasmuch as by leasing their 
works on terms which gave them only 7} per cent., they virtually handed 


t was, therefore, essential to know upon what 
terms that agreement had been put an end to, and, when the company were 


from such agreements in the future > 
Mr. Gates said that he could easily satisfy the committee that Mr. Pope 


the agreement. As soon as the company was started, in 1854, they leased 
their works, and that lease, which was in existence in 1856, was sanctioned 
by the Act they obtained that year. They were also empowered to enter 
Therefore, so far as the policy 
of such a proceeding was concerned, it must be taken that the question was 
considered by the Legislature, and that the interests of the public had not 
been lost sight of. It was sufficient now to know that the agreement with 
Mr. Clarke was terminated, and that the company were in a position to agree 
to a maximum price of 4s. 6d. for the gas supplied by them. 

Mr. Jonzs, in reply, said he hoped the committee would insist upon the 
production of the deed, which he still maintained he had a right to call for 
in the interests of the opponents of the bill. 

The CHAmmMAN said the committee agreed that they did not require the 
production of the agreement. 

Mr. WiLkrnson said the promoters had agreed to all the requisitions of 
the Metropolitan Board of Works by striking out clause 17 of the bill, 
which proposed to repeal certain clauses of the Metropolis Local Manage- 
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ment Act, and by inserting a general sewerage clause. That being so, the 
Metropolitan Board withdrew from further opposition. 


Mr. Pore said under those circumstances he should be relieved from 
troubling the committee on the point, although he had some other matters 
to submit for their consideration. 

Cross-examination continued: I think there is not more than one written 
jagreement in existence between the company and Mr. Clarke relating to 


pensation Mr. Clarke is to receive, in what way it is to be paid, or out of 
what source it is to come. I can give no precise information as to the ap- 

lications which have been made to us by the inhabitants of the district 
into which we propose to extend our operations. As far as I know, those appli- 
cations were from Wimbledon about twelve months before my connexion 
with the company. We have not had many complaints lately, nor have we 


are shareholders in our company. I dare say it may be that 


thing. Iam not aware that the Mitcham Company's operations have ever 
been stopped through their want of parliamentary powers; but if I were to 
take a house in the district I could indict them at any time for nuisance in 
} opening the roads. Our works were leased to Mr. Clarke for five years. I 
{|do not know, as I am not the secretary of the company, whether that was 
|| by virtue of the resolution of an extraordinary general meeting according to 
| the 37th section of the Act of 1856. 

| By the Commitrer: Our present works occupy about three-quarters of 
jan acre. There is about one acre and a half in the piece of land we bought 
|in 1862. We propose to continue the present facilities to our consumers of 
|| which I spoke, along with the advantage of a reduction in price. The in- 
\erease in the size of our mains has been going on continuously. We pre- 
|pared an estimate the other day for a further outlay. The chairman of our 
| board is Dr. Thos. Howard, of Wandsworth. The houses in the neighbour- 
jhood of our works were built I think about the same time as the works 
| themselves, 

| By Mr. Jorpan: The present works are on the south side of the railway, 
|which is there carried on an embankment about 20 feet high. That em- 
| bankment does not obscure the tall buildings or chimneys or the gasholders ; 
| they are raised above the railway 8 or 9 feet. The gasholder is about 50,000 
cubic feet capacity. The holder on the north side contains 143,000 cubic 
\fect. To the north of the railway there is a public road, and the land upon 
which it is paaaen to manufacture gas is to the east of that road. The land 
of Messrs. Hopkins and Williams is a long narrow strip adjoining. At one 
jcorner their chemical-works are situated, and upon another portion they 
|have two or three cottages in a very bad state. It is very inferior property 
‘indeed. Upon one spot they have piggeries and little gardens. 

Robert Jones, Esq., examined by Mr. Gates. 

| I am engineer to the Commercial Gas Company, and consulting engineer 
to several other companies. I have had an experience of 32 years in the 
erection of gas-works and in the manufacture of gas. I know the Wands- 
|worth Gas-Works; they are carried on upon the most approved principles. 
They have recently made provision to meet the increased demand upon them 
\by replacing the old mains with others of a larger diameter. The details 
‘given by Mr. Henry Jones are quite correct. An increased consumption 
jnecessarily entails an increased outlay. Every extra million feet of gas 
“made must be represented by a further outlay of capital. Additional works 
|are required, in my opinion, and a further outlay of capital to meet the in- 
creased demand. It is proposed by this bill to increase the capital from 
£30,000 to £100,000. If the consumption increases at the same rate as in 
| 1865 that capital would be exhausted in about eleven years. I know the 
,extension of limits sought by this bill. I think it would be a very desirable 
thing, both for the company and the public, to supply the whole of Wimble- 
|don Park. I am not very conversant with the outlying districts of this 
company; I have been more engaged with the works. There is a great 
|deal of building going on in Wimbledon Park, and I think it would be a de- 
|sirable thing for them to take their gas from the Wandsworth Gas Company. 
|The Mitcham and Wimbledon Gas Company have a portion of their pipes 
jlaid into Wimbledon Park; but I think it would be more advantageous to 
deal with a company under an Act of Parliament than one under no law, as 
|the General Act would require the price to be lowered when a certain divi- 
dend was reached, while a company under no law can charge what they like, 
divide what they like, and give what gas they like. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Jones: I have been told that the Mitcham Com- 
pany’s price was, until recently, 5s. 6d., but is now 5s. I never heard a 
comparison made between the gas of the Mitcham Company and that of the 
Wandsworth Company, nor of any consumers changing from the latter com- 
pany to the former: I inspected the Wandsworth works twice last week, 
and frequently before that time. I do not think any works of their size are 
in so perfect a condition. I do not know that the Mitcham Company have 
passed a resolution that they will go for a bill, and that they would have done 
so this year if they had been in time. The Wandsworth Company have 
been constantly supplying gas of 14 sperm candles. I have never known it 
to be less when I have tested it. 

By the Commirrer: The price of gas in London was recently 4s. 6d. ; but 
now I believe the companies have reduced it to 4s. They are required 
to give 12 candles illuminating power, but they have been giving more. 
They are allowed by Act of Parliament to make gasholders any size they 
like. I have constructed one that holds 2 million cubic feet. 

Re-examined by Mr. Garrs: Ever since Mr. Clarke took possession of 
these works he has been increasing them to meet the increased demand ; and 
the company are now asking for this capital to meet that rapid increase. 
The company’s powers are completely cahensted ; they have no money to 
go on with. 

Thomas G. Barlow, Esq., examined by Mr, RopwELL. 

I am a consulting gas engineer, and have had about 35 years experience 
in town and country. I have been acquainted with the Wandsworth Com- 
pany for the last 15 years. There has been an increasing demand for gas 
in the district they supply. I inspected the works last week. In my judg- 
ment, knowing the demand upon them, it is absoutely necessary that their 
apparatus and plant should be increased. In the depth of this last winter 
they were producing their maximum quantity, and they had only five 
retorts surplus. That would of course involve the necessity of having addi- 
tional capital. The gas-works, as far as I know, are in good working order, 
}jand the concern has been well managed. I do not know the district in 

detail, but I know it generally as a district where they are building largely, 
and where there is an increasing population. I think it is reasonable 
for them to ask for on additional capital of £70,000, and further borrowing 
powers of £17,500. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Jones: The company actually supply the Wands- 
}} worth and Putney districts, but they are proposing to supply Tooting and 











this bill. It was executed about a week ago. I object to state what com- | 





|had the misfortune to lose many customers. There are two petitions in | 

favour of our bill. Ido not know whether any of the persons signing them | 
rsons have | 
signed the petitions for and against our bill—some people petition for any- | 


sthat, upon the showing of the tompany themselves, the time had now 





Wimbledon. I am not much acquainted with the latter districts. Limit- 
ing them to their present district, I anticipate that the demand upon them 
will double in the course of eight years, or quadruple in sixteen years. For 
the supply of that district alone j anticipate that the capital they now ask 
will be exhausted in about twelve years. I am not aware whether applica- 
tions have been made to the company for increased supply in any direction, 
as 1 am not officially employed by the company in carrying on their works. I 
believe the district into which the promoters propose to extend their works 
is co-extensive, or nearly so, with the district the Mitcham and Wimbledon 
Company supply at present. 

Mr. RopWELt said that was the case for the promoters. 

Mr. Pore said he represented the Wandsworth District Board of Works, 
and really all that they sought was that the interests of the public should 
be duly regarded in the bill whith the gas company were prosecuting. He 
did not propose to offer any observations upon the question whether or not 
his learned friend, Mr. Rodwell, had made out acase to induce the committee 
to sanction the general priticiple of the bill, because all he desired was tha 
if the bill were conceded, such provisions might be inserted in it as woul 
secure the rights of the public in the district. He had no complaint to 
make of the gas supplied by the company, nor of the price charged by them ; 
but what he said was that, unless the committee were careful, the rights of 
the eo would not be sufficiently protected; that, in truth, the public 
would be completely handed over to the company, with their increased 
powers, without any remedy in the future. He asked the attention of the 
committee, therefore, to the circumstances in which they were placed. In 1860, 
as the committee were aware, a General Act was passed for regulating the 
whole of the gas companies of the metropolis. From the operation of that Act 
the Wandsworth Company were exempted, because it was at that time con- 
sidered that the district they supplied was strictly suburban, and ought not 
to be brought within the provisions of an Act relating to companies differently 
situated. The district board, howgver, wished to submit to the committee 


arrived when that exemption should be removed. Since the passing of the 
Metropolis Gas Act the district had been extensively built over; it had, in 
fact, become part of the metropolis, and therefore whatever protection the 
Legislature considered necessary in reference to the other companies ought 
to be made applicable to the promoters, now that they were before Parlia- 
ment asking for increased powers and additional capital. At present the 
District Board of Wandsworth had no means of enforcing upon the company 
to supply gas of a proper quantity and quality, nor to furnish gas on proper 
terms to the public lamps. By the 35th section of this company’s Act of 
1856, it was true that, upon the application of five consumers of gas, the 
justices might be required to hold an inquisition and to cause experiments 
to be made as to the quality of their gas; but this provision the board had 
found to be sunettenl insufficient, and they desired to have the means 
which the Metropolis Gas Act gave to local authorities in this respect ex- 
tended to them. Their district was supplied by several companies, and 
with the exception of this one and the Mitcham and Brentford Companies 
they had the power in every case to send their examiner to test the gas. 
With reference to the public lamps, the Wandsworth Company charged 
them at the rate of £5 5s. each per annum, whereas the South Metro- 
politan Company, which supplied another portion of the district, charged 
only £4 15s. per lamp; and the hardship upon the district board 
was that there was nothing in the former company’s Act which en- 
abled them to enforce a supply upon proper terms. They were, in reality, 
at the mercy of the company, who could charge whatever price they pleased. 
In the Metropolis Gas Act the Legislature had provided that the public 
lamps should be — at a price not exceeding the rate charged by the 
company to the most favoured private consumer ; and unless such a protection 
was given to the Wandsworth Local Board, they felt that they were not 
adequately protected. In the Brighton and Hove Gas Bill, which had been 
before Parliament this session, a clause was introduced empowering the 
local authorities to affix meters to one in ten of the public lamps, for the 
purpose of ascertaining the quantity of gas supplied ; so that by general and 
special legislation provisions had been made in gas Acts for securing the 
local authorities against being overcharged for the gas supplied to them. 
Under all the circumstances of the case, he submitted that the Wandsworth 
District Board were not unreasonable in asking that the preamble of the bill 
should not be passed, unless along with the increased powers which the 
company sought they were required to give that incre protection to the 
public which in other cases Parliament had found it necessary to provide. 
Mr. Arthur Corsellis, examined by Mr, Pore. 

Iam clerk to the Board of Works for the Wandsworth district. The 
Wandsworth and Putney ay supplied gas to 421 public lamps at this 
time last year. That number has increased a little since then. They charge 
£5 5s. per lamp. It is a matter of agreement, and has been so ever since 
the board was in existence. The South Metropolitan supply, in a similar 
district, 188 lamps at £4 15s.; so that we get from them for £4 15s, that 
which the Wandsworth and Putney charge us £5 5s. for. Some years ago 
we endeavoured to get better terms from the latter company, but could not. 
They would make no other arrangement than the £5 5s. We have no means 
of ascertaining whether that sum represents the quantity consumed. It 
would be to the advantage of the public, and possibly a saving to the public 
rates, if we had the power given by the Metropolis Gas Act, and which has 
been inserted in the Brighton Gas Act, with reference to the price being the | 
same for the public lamps as that charged to private consumers by meter. 
We should then have a check upon them, which we have not now. 

Wepnespay, Apri 18. 

Mr. Gates said he was happy to inform the committee that the opposition 
of Messrs. Hopkins and Williams was withdrawn. 

Mr. Corsellis recalled, and examined by Mr. Newat. 

In my evidence, yesterday, I stated as the price charged by the South! 
Metropolitan Company in comparison with the Wandsworth and Putney | 
Company in lighting a similar district, that the South Metropolitan Com- | 
pany charged £4 15s. per lamp per annum. That is the price they 
charge, but they allow a discount of 7} per cent. The real price we pay is, 
£48s. perannum. The difference between the companies is 8s, per annum. | 
If the bill passes in its present shape, we should have no remedy as regards 
getting a reasonable price fixed for the supply of the public lamps, but 
would be entirely at the mercy of the companies, 

Mr. Newati: What do you conceive to be the reasons why the Wands- 
—— Company were exempt from the provisions of the Metropolis Gas Act 
of 1860? 

Witness : The limits of the Metropolis Gas Act are the metropolis as de- 
fined in Sir B. Hall’s Act of 1855. A few gas companies were exempt 
from the provisions of that Act; the Wandsworth and Putney Company is 
one of them. Its district adjoins the Phoenix, which is within the limits of 
the Metropolis Gas Act. This company supplies lights to about one-fourth 
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{the number of lamps we light in our district, and the case for the promoters, 
as I understand it, is that the companies exempted from that Act—— 

Mr. Gates objected to the witness going into what took place before the 
committee which sat in 1860. 

The CHAIRMAN said the witness might state the reasons why he thought 
the Wandsworth Gas Company were exempted from the provisions of the 
Metropolis Gas Act. 

Witness : I was not going to explain why they were exempted at that 
time, but why the case of the promoters shows they ought to come under the 
operations of that Act at the present time. In 1856, when they got their 
Act, they were lighting a purely rural district, and on that account they 
were exempted. At the time of the passing of their Act there had been 
nothing like the increase of houses and population there has been since ; 
and therefore, as they are to supply a district which is being rapidly covered 
with houses, and they are applying for increased powers and increased 
capital, they ought to a placed under the Metropolis Gas Act. The Board 
of Works have at present no power to test the gas. The mode of testing 
prescribed in their existing Act, is upon a requisition by five consumers to 
the justices. The practice of Parliament now is to give a testing power to 
the local authorities. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Gates: There have been a great many complaints 
about the gas. I do not know that there is an apparatus for testing the gas 
at the works. I am not aware that we have ever complained about the 
quality of the gas, though complaints have been made to us constantly. We 
have complained of the deficient supply frequently. I have here a resolu- 
tion, agreed to at a public meeting in Wiateats. that the gas supplied is 
most unsatisfactory. I do not remember at this moment when we last com- 
plained of the deficient supply. Five different companies supply the 

ublic lamps within our district—the Wandsworth, South Metropolitan, 

heenix, London, and Mitcham. The South Metropolitan charge £4 1és., 
with a discount of 7} per cent., which makes it £4 8s. as near as possible, 
The Mitcham Company supply 17 lamps at £6 10s., two at £6, and 42 at 
£3 7s. 6d. The lamps at £6 ‘are not lighted during June and July; thosé 
at £3 7s. 6d. are extinguished at midnight, and not lighted during June, 
July, and August. The London Company charge five different prices— 
£5 15s. at extra distances; £5 12s., £5 5s,, £5, and £4 4s. The £4 4s, 
lights are at ordinary distances, the others at longer distances, They are 
not extinguished at midnight. We pay the Phenix £6 6s. for two lamps 
which are at long distances. The remainder they supply range from £5 to 
£6. There are eleven at £6, but the majority are £5. The £6 lamps are at 
the extremity of our district, in the parish of Streatham. The Wandsworth 
and Putney Company supply the adjoining lamps at £5 5s. The Wands- 
worth and Putney Company have recently put vp some lamps 120 yards 
apart in Putney, which they are also supplying at £5 5s. When our board 
first started we had a long correspondence with the Wandsworth and Putney 
Company, and tried to reduce the terms upon which the lamps were to be 
lighted. We are entirely at their mercy. They may charge £10 10s. 
to-morrow if they choose. I know that the company are under the Act of 
Parliament which limits their price, but their works are leased, and we 
cannot tell how a lessee works his accounts out. The Board of Works, asa 
consumer, has never applied for an official testing at the works. 

By the Commirrer: The company are always willing to put up additional 
lamps when we ask for them, but we rather hesitate to ask, because they 
have not enough gas to supply them. To the public lamps generally there 
is a very deficient supply. 

Re-examined by Mr. Newatx: There is nothing in our Act of Parliament 
or in the bill before the committee compelling the company to give us a 
supply at a certain price. They may refuse to supply us at all unless we 
pan cat A to their price. The South Metropolitan Company supply a similar 
district to the Wandsworth and Putney, with the exception of the new 
lamps which we have just had put up. The reason the board did not apply 
to have the gas tested was because they knew they could not enforce it under 
the Act. The Company might have laughed at our application. I have here 
a resolution of a public meeting with regard to the gas supplied by the com- 
pany in the district. 

Mr. Gares objected to the resolution being read. 

The CuarrMaN said the resolution could not be gone into. 

By the CommirrerE: The price charged by the South Metropolitan Com- 
pany was £5 45s, up to three years ago, when they reduced it of their own 
accord, We have not yet succeeded in getting a reduction from the Phenix, 
but we hope to do so very soon. We have power over them as to quality 
and quantity. They are under the provisions of the Metropolis Gas Act. 

- Mr. Henry Jones recalled, and examined by Mr. Jones. 

I have heard it stated in evidence that the company have expended the 
whole of the £30,000 they were authorized to raise, and £2000 which they bor- 
rowed, and £800 more out of revenue. I fully believe they are not indebted 
at all further than has been stated. 

Mr. Jas. Bridger, examined by Mr. Jones. 

I live at Mitcham, and have been chairman of the Mitcham and Wimbledon 
Gas Company since its establishment in 1849, under the name of the Mit- 
cham Gaslight and Coke Company. In 1850 we included the parish of 
Merton. Many of our shareholders are consumers as well as‘shareholders. 
It is therefore our interest to sell as cheaply as possible. In 1852 or 1853, 
in consequence of a requisition, we included the parish of Tooting, which 
was at that time partially supplied by the Phenix Company. We pur- 
chased the Phenix mains and goodwill. We now light the parishes of 
Mitcham, Tooting, Merton, Graveney, part of Streatham, part of Wands- 
worth, the | a of Wimbledon, Malden, and part of Carshalton. We 
amalgamated with the Wimbledon Company in 1864. Our paid-up capital 
is £35,763, of which we have spent every shilling We supply 960 con- 
sumers and 284 public lamps. About five years ago we were applied to by 
the Wimbledon District Board to supply some public lamps at Wimbledon, 
but declined, as we thought they ought to belong to the Wimbledon Com- 
pany. We supply them now, but, being so far away, we get nothing out of 
them. Our gas is generally approved of, and we have frequently received 
certificates in its favour from the Wandsworth District Board of Works. 
We have a considerable quantity of freehold land. We intend applying for 
an Act to enlarge our mains at Wimbledon. We began by charging 7s. 6d. ; 
then we reduced the price to 6s., then to 5s. 6d., and now it is 5s. .We 
charge the County Lunatic Asylum Is. less, they being large consumers. 
There is an increased demand for our gas. The last dividend we paid was 8 
per cent., and we had £140 left to meet contingencies. When we found 
ourselves able to pay 8 per cent. we thought it right to reduce the price, and 
it is our anxious wish soon to make another reduction. Before the amalga- 
mation the Wimbledon people were paying 6s., but when we amalgamated 
we reduced the price to 5s. 6d. all over the Sistrlet, 

Cross-examined by Mr. Gates: The reduction took effect on the 25th of 
March. In point of fact, the price was reduced on the 12th of December, 
1865. We had a discussion in our board about reducing the price, before we 
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The price stood at 5s. 6d. for six years. We have never divided 10 percent. ; 
8 per cent. was the highest. We have divided less; it was 4 per cent. one 
year. Within the last six years we have frequently divided 8 per cent. ; 
and we thought that, as the consumers were getting so numerous, we should 
not lose anything by reducing the price. We are a joint-stock company, 
under the Companies Act of 1862. We have never been refused permission 
to break up the streets, The surveyors of the Board of Works repair the 
streets if they think necessary, and we repay them. Our capital is £100,000, 
divided into 3033 shares, of which £35,763 has been called up and paid, with- 
out any defaulters. Our premises are freehold. Our rental in 1862 was 
£5262 9s. 7d.; in 1863, £5148 lds. 11ld.; in 1864, £5785 13s. 3d. ; in 1865 
(after the amalgamation with the Wimbledon Company), £8596 0s. 4d. 
The quality of our gas has been very good. There have been a few com- 
plaints—generally speaking in consequence of the bad fittings of the con- 
sumers. Sometimes there has not been enough water in the meters. We 
have been instructed to light Mr. Peak’s house at Wimbledon. We have 
not made a miserable failure of it within the last fortnight. I do not know 
Mr. Collinson’s house. We have a great many applications for gas, but I 
cannot carry every name in my mind at this moment. I haveno knowledge 
of any communications stating the writers would sooner have oil than our 
gas. I am not always at the works. Our secretary went away last month ; 
his successor has only been with usa fortnight. We charge for laying ser- 
vices up as far as the property. We supply meters at a rental, but some 
consumers buy theirown. The lamps we were invited by the Wandsworth 
District Board to supply were nearer the Wandsworth and Putney works 
than to us. They had a light at the oil-mills, and therefore they came 
within 200 yards of them. 

Re-examined by Mr. Jones: We give our customers the option of pur- 
chasing meters. We have never had so many complaints as to require them 
to be considered at a general meeting. I do not know whether that has 
been the case with the neighbouring company. We have 4} acres of free- 
hold land. Ido not know that the Wandsworth Company make their gas 
upon leasehold property. Our capital being £100,000, of which £36,000 is 
called up, we have nearly £70,000 to call up. Most of our shareholders are 
very desirous that calls should be made. There are 3033 shares, on which 
there is £1 per share called up, and we can call up another £1 per share b 
gixing three months notice. At first, and for some years after we started, 
we incurred very considerable expense which was not remunerative. Since 
then we have from time to time reduced the price of gas. At least twelve 
months before the last reduction was announced, we had been discussing the 
subject. At present the supply we give to the Wandsworth district is un- 
remunerative, but we give it in consequence of a requisition from the local 
board. We have never had any objection raised to our breaking up the 
public roads. We have never gone into any district without being previ- 
ously asked todoso. The district through which our mains extend is a 
very wide one. They have been extended in all directions in anticipation 
of an increased demand. 

By the CommitreE: We are not limited as to the amount of our dividend. 
We have never divided more than 8 per cent. We are willing to place our- 
selves under the provisions of an Act of Parliament. Our district is just 
beyond the limit of the metropolitan area, 

Mr. George Anderson, examined by Mr. JoNEs. 

Iam a gas engineer practising in London, and am acquainted with the 
several gas-works supplying Wandsworth, Putney, Mitcham, and that neigh- 
bourhood. The Mitcham Company are able to supply all the gas now de- 
manded of them, and it has every opportunity of doing so as far as land is 
concerned, and so far as the character of the company is concerned, to get 
capital to extend to any amount required. The works have been increased 
in proportion to the demands of the public upon the company. I think they 
are well and modernly constructed. ‘They have all the modern appliances 
for making the gas very pure, which is not always the case with works of 
their magnitude. Ihave never heard of their having failed so to perform 
their duty as to justify the introduction of another company into the dis- 
trict. I think to introduce another company into the place, which is really 
arural district, a village you may say, would be an act of madness; it 
would increase the price of gas rather than diminish it, and if it did not 
increase the price it would tend to maintain it, which will ultimately be 
reduced if this company is left alone to their own district. There is nothing 
in which the public can be interested to require such a thing. It might 
lead to the amalgamation of the two companies, but there is no reason in 
which the public would be benefited. I contend that, especially in small 
districts, there should not be competition in the supply of gas. It may do 
in very extensive districts, but it does not do in small districts, and Parlia- 
ment has generally set its face against competition when it has had proper 
evidence before it. I have known cases in which companies supplying the 
same district have, when applying to Parliament, been required to leave the 
room and agree to divide the district, each company supplying a particular 
— In doing that, in many cases, the price of gas has been reduced, 

ecause the employment of double capital has been saved, and the leakage, 
which is a constant element of loss to a company, has been reduced. There 
is from 15 to 30 per cent. of all the gas made lost in leakage; it cannot be 
otherwise; and wher you come to lay down two pipes in the same street, 
you increase the amount of gas lost in proportion to the amount of gas 
paid for; that is a loss which, by the proposition now before the committee, 
cannot be avoided. It is a physical impossibility to supply a certain quan- 
tity of gas through two pipes as economically as through one pipe, and 
Parliament knowing that, of recent years, when companies come asking 
both to supply certain districts, has required them to agree to draw a line 
and confine themselves to separate districts. 

Mr. Jones: What has been the result of that policy in some instances in 
regard to the reduction of price ? 

Witness: A very striking instance is the metropolis we are now in. 
Formerly we had two companies in this district, occasionally three. A few 
years ago a great change took place in the constitution of those companies; 
and at that time, in the year 1860, Parliament required each company to 
district itself, and the whole metropolis has been districted. The result has 
been that companies who then paid 3, 4, and 5 per cent., have now paid 10 
per cent. for two or three years, at the same time the price of gas has been 
reduced 30 or 40 per cent. by the action of the Gas Clauses Act. At that 
time there was one company into whose affairs I had to look, and I found 
there was 50 per cent. of gas unaccounted for. When an escape of gas took 
place, each company were afraid to open the ground, thinking they were 
not their own pipes. The pipes were so intricate that, after opening the 
ground, they generally found that it was not their own pipe. Accidents 
are more likely to arise from a multiplication of pipes when gas is escaping 
than if there is only one pipe to examine. There are a good many causes 
why two companies should not supply the same district. One constant ele- 
ment of loss, and one which may always be calculated upon, is the inevitable 
escape of gas, the multiplication of pipes and mains, involving a multipli- 
cation of loss which cannot be avoided, and for which the public must ulti- 
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mately pay. There is also a loss to the ratepayers. It does not matter 
how well you repair the roads; if the roads are interfered with by two sets 
of mains instead of one, the roads are more expensive to keep in order. 

Cross-examiued by Mr. Ropwetu: Your company is in this position— 
you have no power to lay down pipes at all? 

Witness: 1 believe they do lay down pipes, I believe they have no par- 
liamentary power. 

Mr. Ropweti: You would not be the parties who would injure the 
public by opening the roads and laying down pipes? ; 

Witness: The districts is already piped, aud no further pipes will be 
required, ' 

Mr. Ropwetu: Do not you know that if there is a leakage in your pipes 
you are breaking the law by taking up the road to look at it? 

Witness: I do not know that it is so. 

Mr. Ropwett: Do not you know that unless you have parliamentary 
ower you have no right to disturb the road for the purposes of gas-pipes. 
‘0 not you know that? 

Witness : 1 do not know that. 

Mr. Ropwe:t: Do you know the reverse ? 

Witness : I believe the reverse. 

Mr. Ropwetu: You believe that you may open the roads without an Act 
of Parliament? cts 
Witness: Yes; 1 believe that the parishes have the power of giving 
sanction to companies to open roads for the purpose of lighting them, and 
the custom is to give such sanction. Pipes are so laid and have been laid 
and the district supplied. 


cannot do it? 

Witness : No, you must get leave from the road surveyor. 4 

Mr. RopwFiL: What company had you in your eye when you said you 
knew of companies paying 3 or 4 per cent., and now paying 10 per cent. ? 
Witness : L think the Phoenix Company, they formerly paid only 3 or 4 
per cent. 

Mr, RopweEt: Are they paying 10 per cent. now? 

Witness: I think they are. 

Mr. Ropwe.: You state that within your own knowledge? ; 
Witness: When you say within my knowledge, I am not a shareholder 
of the company, and therefore I may be assumed to have no knowledge; 
but from the current reports, the published documents of the company, and 
the fact of their having reduced the price from 4s. 6d., which they are en- 
titled to charge, to 3s. 6d., is in my mind a very good proof that the current 
report is correct that they are paying 10 per cent. 

Mr. Ropweti: Give me another instance of companies within your 
knowledge that have formerly only paid 3 or 4 per cent. when there was 
competition, and now by the district system are paying 10 per cent. 

Witness : I will state that the whole of the metropolitan companies were 
paying much lower dividends before the districting than they are now, and 
they were charging a higher price for their gas. 


ing every day of the gas that they are supplied with? 

Witness : I know that one company in Parliament is complained against. 
I do not know that the public is generally complaining of the metropolis 
gas companies, the part where they are complaining is the part where they 
have been charged 4s, 6d. up to very recently, whereas in other parts they 
have been paying 3s. 6d. 

Mr. RopWELi: Do not you know that the complaints are so serious that 
there is a committee of the House of Commons appointed to inquire into 
that question > . 

Witness: The complaint was that they were paying 4s. 6d., whereas in 
other parts of the metropolis similarly situated they were paying 3s. 6d. 
Mr. RopweE.t: You said you thought that competition would do no good 
for the public ? 

Witness : Not in that district. 

Mr. RopweE..: Because it is a rural district ? 

Witness: Yes. 

Mr. RopweEt. : It would in’a town ? 

Witness ; I do not say that it would in any place. 

Mr. Ropwetu: Are you the George Anderson examined before Easter in 
the Brighton Bill? 

Witness: Yes. 

Mr. Ropwetu: You then were an advocate for a third company ? 
Witness: I was not an advocate for the introduction of a third company. 
Mr. Ropwe.t: Did not you give evidence in favour of a third company ? 
Witness: I did give evidence. I gave evidence in favour of a third com- 
pany. I was no advocate for the introduction of a third company. I gave 
evidence as to certain facts, as to the cost of the manufacture of gas. 

Mr. RopweEtu: Did not you give evidence in favour of a third scheme, 
which was sought to be introduced there to compete with two others ? 
Witness: Very likely that is so. They might compete with others if 
they chose. I did not have anything to do with that. 1 was called upon to 
give evidence as to the price that gas could be manufactured for in Brighton. 
Mr. Ropwet1 : If you had been cross-examined as to the advisability of 
introducing a third company, you would say it would not be advisable? 
Witness: Yes; I think I would. 

Cross-examination continued: I think it possible that the introduction of 
another company might reduce the price of gas fora year or two; but my 
impression is, from experience, that these reductions are only temporary, 
and that they lead to combination and the maintaining of the — of gas. 
Ican give an instance in which competition has not ended in the reduction 
of the price of gas. Inthe City of London gas was being supplied at 4s., 
but after the districting took ne one, or I think two, of the companies 
raised the price to 4s. 6d. I know another company, the Surrey Consumers, 
who formerly supplied gas at 4s., and they increased it to 4s. 6d. I do not 
think that before competition they charged 6s., and the result of that com- 
petition was to reduce it permanently from 6s. to 4s. 6d. 

Mr. Ropwe tt: In that very case you have given me, was it not during 
competition they were charging very low; previously their rate was 6s. 
before the competition, and they settled down to 4s. 6d. >? 

Witness : Yes; that is a correct statement of the faets, but the facts have 
not arisen out of the causes you suggest; the price of gas in London was 
formerly 6s., but if you go a little further back, the price of gas in London 
was 15s. It took several years before the price was reduced to 4s., and if no 
competition had taken place the price would have gone on reducing in the 
natural way. 

Mr. RopwE: Has not the effect of competition naturally and distinetly 
been to lower the price of gas immediately; and has it not been perma- 
nently to reduce the price of gas lower than it was before the competition 
commenced ? 





Mr. RopwE.L: Do you know that the metropolitan public are complain- | 





Mr. Ropweti: You have no compulsory power, unless you get leave you | 
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Witness: The facts have arisen as you stated, but not through com- 
petition. 

Mr. Ropwetu: Do you mean to say that it was not competition that 
reduced it ? 

Witness : Decidedly not; it is the want of competition that has not re- 
duced the price of gas in London. 

Mr. Ropweti: Do not misunderstand me, 

Witness : I perfectly understand you. . 

Mr. Ropwet: I do not say it has raised it from the price when they 
were competing one with the other. I am talking of the periods before the 
competition, and when competition ceased. Is it not a notorious fact that 
in all cases the price has been reduced from that which was in force before 
competition, — with it after competition ? 

Witness : I will give the same answer that I gave before. It has not 
been from the cause which you state, on the contrary, the occurrences have 
taken place which you state, but not from the causes you state; the occur- 
rences have arisen from another cause than the cause you state ; the price 
has been reduced in London recently, because competition has been aban- 
doned, and if competition had not been abandoned the price would have been 
higher in London than it now is. 

Cross-examination continued: I cannot say why the Mitcham Company 
lately reduced their price from 5s. 6d. to 5s. Ido not think the threat of 
the promoters of this bill to go into their district had any effect in inducing 
them to do it. There have been two reductions in price within the last six 
or seven years, 

Re-examined by Mr. Jonrs: I know that the Mitcham Company intended 
to come to Parliament this year. Hitherto they have been too small to bear 
the expenses of an Act of Parliament, and they have gone on under the per- | 
mission of the local authorities to open the roads. I have not admitted that! 
there is any infringement of the law in their doing so. I have heard that 
there has never been any objection to their doing so. Having regard to the| 
circumstances of the Brighton case, and to the circumstances of the present 
ease, I have not given any evidence to-day which I believe is inconsistent) 
with my former evidence. ‘The cases are entirely different. The reduction | 
of the price of gas in London has not depended so much upon improved 
modes of production as upon the increased quantity of gas consumed, The) 
price of gas depends quite as much upon the quantity delivered over a given | 
area as upon the cost of manufacture, because the leakage is a fixed quantity | 
dependent upon mileage. If you have two miles of pipe you have double} 
the leakage that you have on one mile of pipe. When you have one mile of, 
pipe, and a large consumption upon it, the leakage beinga fixed quantity, | 
the per centage of loss decreases a little, and the company are able to sell 
gas cheaper. It is because the consumption of gas has so much increased | 
in London, combined with the districting, that the price of gas has been so 
very much reduced of late. It has not been from competition, as the 
learned counsel suggested. } 

By the Commirree: I consider 10 per cent. a small leakage. I am en-| 
gaged in a number of companies, and the leakage is not under 10 per cent. | 
in any one of them, The leakage in the country is much higher than in 
town ; it is sometimes as high as 30 per cent. A company going into a 
thinly populated district, as the .Mitcham Company did, before the houses 
were built, and before the business got into full swing, would have a very 
large amount of leakage. It is after the place becomes populated, and the 
consumption increases, that the thing answers. It is not from the improve-) 
ment of manufacture ; itis from the increase in the quantity of gas consumed. | 

Mr. James Page, examined by Mr. JonEs. 

I am the vice-chairman of the Mitcham and Wimbledon Gas Congray. 
The price of gas been gradually reduced according to the state of the 
finances of the company, and by the wish of the shareholders, who constitute 
the majority of the consumers. Nearly all the principal tradesmen in the 
district are shareholders. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Gates: I am speaking of the Mitcham and 
Wimbiedon Company only. I attend at the works weekly. I cannot tell 
from memory how many consumers are shareholders, Since the amalgama-| 
tion of the Wimbledon and the Mitcham and Merton Gas Companies we 
have reduced the price in Wimbledon ls. per 1000. We are not bound by 
any Act, except that of self-interest, to make the gas of the best quality. 
Complaints have been made in Merton in consequence of the mains not being 
of adequate dimensions, but we have replaced and are replacing them. The, 
rateable value of Wimbledon has increased during the last few years to) 
three times what it was when the gas company was established, and the| 
mains require to be relaid. Whenever there is a good ground of complaint | 
we relay them immediately. I know Mr. Peake’s house. He has had his! 
fittings remodelled within the last fortnight, and I believe his supply is now) 
quite adequate. We have had numerous complaints from Mr. Colli 





inson, and | 
perfectly justifiable ones. The mains require relaying, and we have given 
orders for that purpose. We have had no complaints from him lately. I 
have never heard that the tradesmen in Wimbledon threatened to burn oil. 
We have never had a public indignation meeting, as the Wandsworth and 
Putney Company have. There was no gentleman at that meeting who ven- 
tured to defend the company. I was not present at the meeting. I do not 
remember any complaints made by the tradesmen of Wimbledon as to the 
quality of our gas. 

Re-examined by Mr. Jones: The directors are gentlemen who live in the 
immediate neighbourhood, and they are always anxious to attend to any 
complaints, and to reduce the price of gas. I do not see any one here who 
has ever complained. 

Mr. James Barringer, examined by Mr. Jonrs. 

I live in High Street, Lower Tooting, and carry on business as a baker 
and corn-dealer. I remember the Mitcham, Merton, and Tooting Gaslight 
Company being formed. Previously to that oil was burned in the streets | 
and houses, I have been a consumer from the commencement. Prior to 
the formation of that company Lower Tooting was not —— by any one 
but upper Tooting was by the Phenix. The gas was so bad in quality and 

uantity that we memorialized the Mitcham Company to supply us, and 
then we Ret a very good supply, Everybody was well pleased with the 
change. ‘The consumers are stall generally satisfied. I am among the con- 
sumers very greatly, and if there were complaints I should know it. The 
satisfaction applies to price as well as to quality. I once made a complaint 
of deficient supply, but on examination it was found the defect was in the 
burners, When that was remedied I had a good supply ofgas. The gas has 
given satisfaction to the public authorities. To the best of my aostinetion 
the first dividend was £4 9s. per cent. ; the next two 3}, then we went on 
to 6, and stood there some years. I think we have only paid 8 per cent. for 
two years. In my opinion, the business of the company is carried on 
judiciously and economically. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Gates : I have 27 fully paid-up shares, and some 
with only £1 paid on them. I look to my interest as a consumer more than 
that as ashareholder. I cannot go into particulars as to the quality of the 
gas. Having to work with a burner in an oven where there is 100° to 120° 
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of heat, I want a good light, and get a good light. Before we had the gas 
We were compelled to burn oil, and the difficulty to the eye from the oil was 
very great. I donot pretend to know the illuminating power, but I know 
when I get a good light. 

Mr. John Williams, examined by Mr. Jonxs. 

I am employed by Messrs. Wyatt and Metcalfe, parliamentary agents for 
the Mitcham Company. On the evening of the 17th inst. I made an 
application to Messrs. Dorrington for a copy of the filled-up bill of the 
promoters. 

Mr. Gates protested against any evidence of this kind being given. 

The CHAIRMAN asked what it was proposed to prove. 

Mr. Jonzs said he proposed to prove that a copy of the bill with the 
schedule attached was not obtainable by the petitioners on the previous 
evening. 

After some discussion on the point, 

Mr. Mercatre said he wished it to be understood that it was not by his 
instructions the question was put. 

The CuarrMan decided that the subject could not be gone into. 

Mr. Jonxs then briefly addressed the committee, contending that the 
promoters, who had failed to give satisfaction to the consumers in their own 
district, ought not to be armed with powers to invade the territory already 
supplied by the Mitcham Company. The proposal to effect this extension 
was, in fact, only made the peg upon which to hang their financial scheme. 
He pointed out to the committee that though evidence had been given of 
the company having spent a certain sum out of revenue on capital account, 
no evidence had been given to show that they were not largely in debt. 
They would have proved, no doubt, if it had been possible, that there was 
no truth in the statement, which he made upon express instructions, that 
they were, in fact, heavily in debt. 

Mr. RopwE Lz said if that were so, the greater need there would be for 
their coming to Parliament for assistance; but he was prepared to put a 
director of the company in the witness-box to prove that they were not in 
debt at all. 

The CuarrMan said there was no necessity for it. There was no evidence 
that the company were in debt. 

Mr. Jones said he would accept his friend’s statement, but, if it were cor- 
rect, what need was there for this financial bill, because Mr. Rodwell had 
already informed the committee there was no reason to ape pom for the 
present, any great demand in the proposed new district. It had been urged 
against the Mitcham Company that they were not under parliamentary 
regulations. To that, he replied that his clients were willing to come 
another year for an Act, and he submitted to the committee that it would 
be better to defer legislation till both parties were before them; and there 
was clearly no pressing necessity for the present measure, as neither the 

blic nor the promoters would suffer by delay. He always felt a difficulty 
in opposing a gas bill, and the difficulty on the present occasion was en- 
hanced by the committee being asked to legislate in the dark, inasmuch as 
they had no information at all before them as to the agreement with Mr. 
Clarke, whose interests as a coal factor must necessarily conflict with his 
interests as the lessee of works of this description. It was true they were 
told that this agreement was to be termirated, but here again the committee 
were left in ignorance as to the nature of the terms upon which Mr. Clarke 
had arranged to relinquish so valuable a concession. Whenacompany came 
before Parliament to ask for increased powers, there ought to be no secrets— 
the whole of their affairs should be frankly and fairly disclosed. But, al- 
though there had been this reserve, Mr. Ciarke and the company must not. 
flatter themselves that the secret could remain with them to the close of the 
session. It was impossible that this bill should be allowed to pass into law 
while the agreement or the terms of its surrender were kept from the know- 
ledge of the Legislature; for, whatever those terms were, the expense in- 
volved must ultimately be borne by the public in the district. Upon the 
whole, he submitted to the committee, first, that they could not condone 
the breach of the Standing Orders upon which his preliminary objection was 
founded ; and, secondly, that if, in the exercise of their discretion, they re- 
solved to regard that breach as of little importance, they would do’ well to 
determine to delay any legislation in the premises until the Mitcham Com- 

any were also before the House of Commons, as they would be next year, 

or a bill. In conclusion, he called attention to the fact that no reason for 
the proposed interference with the Mitcham Company’s district had been 
proved, as might have been done if such.reasons had existed, because, 
although that company were prevented from going into the questions of the 
price and quality of the gas supplied by the promoters, there was nothing in 
the Standing Orders to prevent the latter from showing that the mode in 
which the Mitcham Company supplied the district called for interference on 
their part in the interests of the public. 

Mr. RopweE tt replied upon the whole case, and pointed out the advantages 
which would accrue to the proposed new district of the Wandsworth Com- 
pany by the supply of gas being in the hands of an incorporated company, 
with power to break up the roads and lay down pipes from time to time 
without the chance of their operations being disturbed, as they were at any 
moment liable to be, in the face of the decisions of the courts of law, when 
companies conducted their business under the sanction only of the local 
authorities of the district. He submitted to the committee that the opposi- 
tion of the Wandsworth Local Board, who asked that the promoters should 
be brought under the provisions of the Metropolis Gas Act, was a vexatious 
and uncalled for opposition. So recently as 1860, Parliament had declared, 
after a lengthened investigation, that this company was one of those which 
ought to be excluded from those provisions, and it Was a little too much for 
the district board now to come forward and seek, by the introduction of 
clauses in a private bill, to override the enactments of a general Statute. 
The district board had shown no reason for asking that the control now 
vested in the justices should be transferred to them, in reference to the 
testing of the company’s gas; and in the absence of proof that that provi- 
sion was ineffective, or had been abused, he trusted the committee would 
decline to accede to their request. He asked the committee to look at the 
past conduct of the company, and remembering that no evidence had been 
given to prove that they had not fulfilled the obligations imposed upon 
them, he had confidence that they would accede to their application and 
pass the preamble of the present bill. ‘ 

The room was then cleared. On the counsel and parties being again 
called in, 

The CHAIRMAN said the committee were unanimously of opinion that the 
preamble of the bill had been proved. 

Mr. Pore asked the committee whether they were prepared to grant the 
request of the local board. 

‘The Cuarrman said, if Mr. Pope had a clause to propose, the committee 
were willing to consider it. 

Mr. Pore said he had asked for information as to the views of the com- 
Miittee before proposing a clause, because if he submitted one, and it should 








be rejected, he should be precluded from continuing his opposition to the 
bill elsewhere. 

The CuarrMAN intimated that the learned counsel must exercise his own 
discretion as to whether he would propose a clause or not. 

Mr. Pope said under those circumstances he should reserve what he had 
to say for another tribunal. 

The clauses were then gone through and agreed to; a special clause for 
protecting the sewers of the Metropolitan and other boards was inserted, and 
the chairman was directed to report the bill to the House. 


SLOUGH GAS BILL. 
Fripay, Aprit 20. 


Mr. Werstrer, Q.C., and Mr. Micnant, appeared for the promoters; and 
Mr. CuaBon (Fearon, Clabon, and Fearon), parliamentary agent, appeared 
for the Slough Local Board, in opposition to the bill. 

Mr. WessTEr said this bill was brought before the committee under the 
following circumstances. In the year 1848, a company was formed under 
the ordinary powers then in existence for regulating joint-stock companies, 
for the purpose of lighting the town of Slough, with a capital of £5000, 
divided into 500 shares of £10 each. That company had continued its 
operations to the present time, and were now paying a dividend. Up to 
the year 1863, their works were leased to a Mr. Fussell, a name which 
would be of some little importance in reference to the opposition to be 
brought against this bill. His lease expired in 1863, at which time the 
company were paying a tolerable dividend, the gas being charged to the 
public at 7s. per 1000 cubic feet, and the operations of the company were 
conducted without objection. The company, at the termination of his 
lease invited tenders, and tenders were sent in by Mr. Fussell, Mr. Leyton, 
and Mr. Tilley, jun., who were members of the local board. None of these 
tenders were accepted, but the works were leased toa Mr. Keeling. It 
turned out, however, that when Mr. Keeling came into possession, the works 
had been allowed to get into so bad a condition during the management of 
Mr. Fussell, that he was soon obliged to give them up, and the company 
were obliged to take the matter into their own hands and employ their own 
engineer to conduct the business on their behalf. After spending nearly 
£2000 in improving the plant and brining it into good condition, they 
reduced the price of gas from 7s. to 6s. per 1000. All objections were then 
apparently removed, and it seemed in all probability that a arg oe 4 
committee would never be troubled with an inquiry of this kind. But, as 
the committee were aware, under the law as it now stood, unless a company 
were in possession of the powers conferred by an Act of Parliament, it was 
illegal for them to break up the soil of the streets, even though the consent 
of the local authorities were obtained for the purpose. Acting upon this 
state of the law, Mr. Fussell, the previous contractor for the works, laid 
an information against this company, and upon the hearing thereof 
before the magistrates a fine was inflicted upon them—of course only a 
nominal fine under the circumstances—but it placed the company in the 
position of being obliged to come to Parliament with a bill to legalize their 
operations. They accordingly gave instructions for the purpose, and the 
bill now before the committee was the result, by which bill it was proposed 
to transfer the existing company to a uew company, and to incorporate, 
among other provisions, the clauses of the Gas-Works Clauses Act, to 
which, he apprehended, in matters of detail, there would be no objection. 
But this bill was no sooner introduced than a new company was projected, 
called the Slough, Datchet, and District Gas Company, in the prospectus of 
which appeared the names of Mr. Goulding, Mr. Luff, and Mr. Tilley, jun. 
The committee would find, before the termination of this inquiry, that 
there had been a zreat deal of local feeling in respect of the old company, the 
real opponents of the measure being, not the local board in their corporate 
capacity, but some individual members of it, who were influenced more by 
personal motives than by any particular interest they had in the matter on 
the ground alleged. The new company having been brought out, a petition 
was very soon presented, praying them not to proceed with their scheme, 
and in support of the existing company. The result was, a determination 
on the part of the projectors of the new company to withdraw their bill, 
overtures having been made to the old company to purchase their under- 
taking. That bill was originated under the circumstances he had named; 
it was promoted by the solicitor to the local board, and the principal per- 
sons concerned in it were those to whom he had alluded. And although 
he (Mr. Webster) did not propose to occupy much time on the question 
now, it might not be unimportant hereafter to inquire into the motives of 
the promoters of the rival company and the members of the local board. 
The present promoters, by their bill, sought simply to gain legal sanction 
for the conduct of their operations, there being no complaints made against 
them by the public of the district as to the way in which their business 
had been carried on, nor as to the quality of the gas supplied by them— 
with this single exception, that while Mr. Fussell had the management of 
the works, it was alleged that some of the ammoniacal liquor had been 
allowed to get into the soil and had polluted some of the wells in the neigh- 
bourhood. He believed, if the matter were inquired into, it would be found 
that at that time there was some neglect of the kind, and that whether it 
arose from the gas-works proper, or whether it arose from some other cause, 
there was good ground for the complaint. The only question likely to 
come before the committee was as to the site of the present works; and the 
petition against the bill, after setting forth various objections which it was 
not necessary to go into, alleged that “your petitioners are strongly of 
opinion that the works ought to be removed from their present position,” 
and it objected to any powers being given to the company either to increase 
their capital, or to extend the works, or to lay down pipes beneath the 
roads vested in the petitioners until the works were removed. They also 
complained that no provision was made in the bill for compelling the com- 
pany to supply gas, and upon that point he would only observe that the 
promoters had offered them clauses with the view to remove that objection. 
The petitioners proceeded to state that another bill was before the House, 
for the purpose of obtaining powers for a new company to supply gas at 
Slough, the works of which company would be situated at Datchet, ina 
position more suitable than the site of the existing works. The bill of that 
new company was now withdrawn, so that the committee had no judisdic- 
tion to inquire into the matter; but if it had come before them he believed 
it would be shown that equal objections might be urged against the one site 
as the other, that the owners of property in Datchet strongly objected to 
the erection of gas-works there, and that there would be nothing to com- 
plain of in regard to the present site so soon as the powers now sought by 
the promoters were secured. On the 28th of March last the promoters sent 
a letter to the local board of Slough, stating that they had had under con- 
sideration the resolution of the board and the petition they had presented 
against this bill, and that they were desirous to insert in the bill all such | 
provisions as the requirements of the district rendered necessary, and that (I 
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they were willing to admit aclause rendering it compulsory on them to 
supply gas on similar terms to those proposed by the new company, and 
also a clause authorizing the testing of their gas upon receiving six hours 
\ notice instead of 24, as originally proposed. Having made these concessions 
to the local board, they requested in this letter to be informed whether the 
board intended to persevere in their opposition to the bill; as if so, there 
being no real ground of complaint against the company, an application 
would be made to the House to compel the board to pay the costs incurred 
by the company in resisting their petition. Some further correspondence 
took place, and ultimately a resolution was sent from the board, to the 
effect that the offer of the company did not meet the requirements of the 
district, and that nothing short of the removal of their works from their 
present site within a reasonable time would be satisfactory. Another re- 
solution was also adopted by the board, to the effect that they deemed 
it their duty to prosecute their opposition to the bill, in which course they 
were advised by their parliamentary agent. Now if the state of things had 
been such that the bill of the other company were before the committee 
and were about to be proceeded with, the committee might entertain the 
question of the removal of these works. But the promoters having decided 
not to prosecute it—having, in fact, been requested not to do so by a peti- 
tion signed by nearly all the influential inhabitants of the district—the 
local board, who were substantially the same parties as the promoters of 
that bill, were not now in a position to raise the question. In fact, it could 
not be done under the present bill, and the local board could not now take 
advantage of a state of things they had themselves created. He thought 
the committee, when they had heard the case for the promoters, would be 
of opinion that the powers they asked for were reasonable and just, and 
that having in view the state of the law with regard to the breaking up of 
the streets by an incorporated company, they would think it unsatisfactory 
that the promoters should be left in their present unsatisfactory position 
with reference to the efficient supply of gas to the town of Slough. 


H. Brothers, Esq., examined by Mr. Micuaet. 

I am engineer to the Equitable Gas Company in London. For 20 -years 
I have had large experience in the practical management of gas-works. I 
‘| have visited the works of the Slough Gas Company, and formed the opinion 
that they were admirably situated for the supply of the district. I do not 
know any works that are better situated, locally, than they are. [Witness 
pointed out on a plan the situation of the works.} The present works are 
amply suflicient to supply the district for five years, and the company have 
land upon which they could extend their works sufficient for the supply for 
10 years to come. Of the many works I have examined, I never saw any 
more orderly and cleanly and free from offensive smells. The apparatus 
is very effective. As far as any impurities are concerned, the gas is cer- 
tainly the purest I ever tested. There was a well on the premises from 
which the company pumped their water. I tasted the water, and found it 
very good. There was no ammoniacal liquor in it, or tar compound of any 
kind. The ground where the most populous part of the town is situated 
slopes down to the works. The drainage is by a system of cesspools. I 
presume from what I have seen that the nature of the soil is gravelly. I 
cannot say exactly as to the direction of the springs, or the dip of the 
stratification. 

Cross-examined by Mr. CLaynon: The Equitable Company have a bill 
in Parliament asking for an extension of their system. That bill is opposed 
by the local authorities and owners and occupiers in the neighbourhood, 
but, I believe, the petitions are not very numerous. I have been down to 
Slough twice. The first time was on the 2nd of April. I was there from 
one o'clock till nearly seven. I went round the whole of the district, and 
afterwards visited the works. I do not know, without referring to a me- 
morandum, the exact date of my second visit. I think it was one day last 
week. I was there for about the same length of time as on the first occa- 
sion. Slough is a semi-agricultural town. Ido not know that the prin- 
cipal part of the town, including the High Street, is within a radius of 300 
yards from the works. The apparatus was in the best possible order. The 
gasholders appeared to be perfectly tight; perhaps some of them were 
rather old. I did not turn up the ground to see what the soil underneath 
was. My opinion is that the well would tell me more than anything, be- 
cause being at a lower depth, if there were ammoniacal liquor, or anything 
in the ground, it would drain into the well, which was situated against the 
retort-house. I did not measure the depth. I also visited several wells 
surrounding the gas-works. I visited the well of a Mr. Tilly, and tasted 
the water. It was quite drinkable, and there was no smell. I did not visit 
the area on which Mr. Buée’s and Mr. White’s houses are situated. 

By the Commirree: The Slough works were erected in 1848. The 
population of Slough in 1861 was nearly 5000, and is increasing. There is 
clay on the surface where the works are built, but it is not what is called 
London clay. The gas is made from coal, and a small admixture of cannel, 
but Ido not know the proportion. I tested the gas, and found it very satis- 
factory, and above the requirements of the Metropolis Gas Act. It averages 
13} candles, and I never saw gas so free from ammonia, showing that the 
apparatus was in first-rate order. There was abundance of purifying 
apparatus. 

Mr. J. H. Hetherington, examined by Mr. MicHaEt. 

I have been secretary and manager to the Slough Gas Company for 
18 years, and reside at Slough. During part of that period the works have 
been leased. I have here the original Deed of Settlement and certificate of 
registration of the company. The present capital is £5000, in shares. We 
have also borrowed £1100 on debenture and mortgage, and an over-draft 
account of £900 at our bankers, making up the amount of £7000 on the 
whole. I had the management of the company for the first five years. 
They were then leased for a year to a Mr. Hardy; the following year to Mr. 
Robert Church; and then for seven years to Mr. Fussell. During those 
periods there were very great complaints of the supply of gas to the dis- 
trict, and at last the company took the works, and supplied the gas them- 
selves. The works were put in order and enlarged, and the public have 
expressed themselves perfectly satisfied. In January, 1865, the company 
were engaged in carrying a main to Chalvey, in compliance with a requisi- 
tion from the churchwardens and overseers, and also from the inhabitants. 
We obtained the consent of the surveyors of the roads, and also of the Duke 
of Leeds, who was the owner of the freehold of the roads. We had pro- 
ceeded a considerable distance with the mains, when an information was 
laid against us by Mr. Fussell, our late lessee, and we were summoned 
before the justices, and a fine and costs were inflicted on us. We have con- 
sequently been unable to supply those persons who have applied to us. 

me of our customers have tried to open the road to lay pipes into their 
houses. One person, named Greenaway, having obtained the consent of 
the surveyor and of the Highway Committee of the local board to open a 
road and lay a main, was stopped by one or two members of the Highway 
Committee, who refused to allow him to open the footpath. He then tun- 
nelled under the path, and shortly after those two members of the local 
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board came with workmen, opened the path, and took out the pipe and dis- 
connected it. On another occasion the local board wished to have another 
lamp erected, but we declined to open the ground, and the board set their 
own men to do it. When we were about to put the service in, these two 
individuals, Mr. Fussell and Mr. Harley, came and stopped the men, and 
caused them to fill up the ground again, so that the pipe could not be laid. 
The population in our district has increased at least some 20 per 
cent. since 1851. In consequence of that increase we have con- 
tinual demands to increase the supply of gas. It is necessary for 
us to have further powers of increasing our capital in order to meet 
the requirements of the district. We have sufficient ground to en- 
large our works. I quite agree with the evidence of Mr. Brothers as 
to the number of years during which we could enlarge the works upon the 
present site, in order to meet the requirements of the district; but I think 
it might extend a little longer than he said. From 1849 to 1850 there was 
no dividend. That was the first year of working, and the price charged 
was 10s. per 1000. From that time to 1863 the largest dividend was 5 per 
cent.; in three years it was only 4 per cent. Since that time we have con- 
tinuously and progressively reduced the price. For the first two years the 
price was 10s.; the third, 9s.; the fourth and fifth, 8s. We then reduced it 
to 7s., and it continued at that price all the time the works were leased. 
For the last two years it has been 6s. In 1863-4 and 1865-6, the dividend 
was 7} per cent. We supply 106 lamps burning 5 feet per hour, or 10,275 
feet per year. We charge 13s. a lamp for cleaning, lighting, and extin- 
guishing—that gives £68 18s. The quantity of gas consumed is 1,089,000 
cubic feet, at 4s. 7d. per 1000, which gives £249 10s. 94—making a total of 
£318 8s. 9d. That is one-fifth less than we charge to private consumers. 

By the CommiTrEE: The lamps are not lighted all the year round; only 
from September to May. ? Y 

Examination continued: The value of the rateable property in the dis- 
trict is £21,376; and a petition has been signed in our favour, representing 
£10,080, without putting down anything for the value of the owners; that 
is, merely the occupiers. The houses in the immediate vicinity of our 
works are chiefly cottages. The main portion of the town lies on one side 
of the works, and but a small portion on the other. There is a rise to the 
main street of the town. I took Mr. Brothers to the wells in the vicinity 
of the works. If any deleterious influence had come from the works, those 
wells would have suffered from it. . 

Cross-examined by Mr. Clason: I am an auctioneer and appraiser by 
occupation. We do not take power to buy additional land, except by con- 
sent. There is an object in it, inasmuch as one portion of the land is 
leasehold and the other freehold, and in order to get an approach to our 
freehold land we might have to purchase land on the other side. It would 
not be required to manufacture gas at all. After ten years we might want 
additional Jand for storage, but not for manufacturing gas. There was a 
leakage from one of the gasholders, but it was remedied directly; that gas- 
holder is now used for storing gas. The second gasholder was built in 
1856. There has been no leakage from it. We have had a complaint from 
our ground landlord, Mr. Tilly, that there were offensive smells arising 
from emptying the purifiers in the daytime, and that the water was injured. 
We received a letter from the solicitor of Mr. Tilly on the 9th of October, 
1865, to which we replied, stating that every effort had been made to remove 
any cause of complaint, and that we believed we had removed everything 
that could be complained of. A tenant was about to leave one of Mr. 
Tilly’s houses, and he attributed it to the gas-works; but I know it was 
from other causes. The complaints as to the wells began in Mr. Fussell’s 
time; there were none before. We have had lengthened disputes with Mr. 
Fussell, and have been to law with him. We never cut his gas off. We 
have put up a third holder. It was a second-hand one, but a new tank. It 
is in very good condition. In taking it down the men broke the riyet-holes 
in some of the plates, so, of course, there are a few patches. None of the 
tanks are leaky now. We have used very little cannel coal. We began 
using it as an experiment about six weeks ago. We have not used 20 tons 
altogether. 

Mr. WeBsTER submitted this was a question for the referees. : 

Mr. Cason: Will you look at this petition [handing one to witness], 
which has not yet been presented, but which will be? 

Mr. WesstTeER objected to the petition being gone into, it not having been 
presented to the House. ; 

Mr. CLaBon said it was the practice to produce these petitions in com- 
mittee, and afterwards present them to the House, in order to avoid the 
objection that a petition presented to the House, and not referred to the 
committee, could not be gone into. 

The CHarrMAN said the petitioners themselves could be called, and there- 
fore the committee could not go into the petition. 

Cross-examination continued: The price charged to the local board for 
1864-5 was 4s.7d. I could not take the present year, because it is not com- 
pleted. I took the only year, in fact, that we have conducted the works 
ourselves the whole year. You could not burn less than 5 feet per hour in 
a No. 4 fish-tail burner. We contract to supply not less than 4 feet. 

Re-examined by Mr. MicuakEv: Mr. Tilly is a promoter of the new bill. 
"Five or six of the gentlemen whose names appear in the prospectus are 
members of the Local Board of Health. The cesspools into which all the 
houses are drained are in immediate contiguity to the wells that supply the 
water. The size of our district is 1900 acres, and we have over 5 miles of 
mains. We have a great length of main in which we have only public 
lights; we cannot take private consumers. Our loss by leakage is very 
great, because since we were stopped by the information we have not been 
able to look to the mains, which are in very bad order. The mains are laid 
at the expense of the company, who pay for everything up to the outer wall 
of every house. The effluvia complained of arose from removing the lime 
in the daytime. We always intend doing it at night, but on one occasion 
the men did it in the day, contrary to orders. The only effluvium arises 
from the sulphuretted hydrogen, when the purifiers are emptied. Our 
purifiers are the usual sort. 

Henry Darvell, Esq., examined by Mr. MIcHAEt. 

Iam a solicitor, town-clerk of Windsor, and also clerk of the peace. I 
am also lord of the manor of this district. I know the site of the gas-works, 
and consider it an eligible one. I have land near them, as far as my lord- 
ship is concerned, which I do not think is deteriorated by anything done by 
the company. I remember the proceedings taken by Mr. Fussell when the 
gas company proposed to extend their mains. Iappeared before the magis- 
trates for the company, although I am not in the habit of appearing there. 
There were six different charges against the gas company for breaking up the 
public roads, which was an offence under the Highway Act, and the magis- 
trates were compelled, although extremely sorry, to convict in the sum of 
1s. There was another case in which a person was proceeded against by 





Mr. Fussell for breaking up the footpath, but as the person had only tun- 
nelled under the path the magistrates dismissed the case. Mr. Fussell and 
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Mr. Harley had forcibly dug up the footpath and dragged up the pipe, and 
for this they were both fined a considerable sum. In consequence of these 
vexatious proceedings, not only the gas company but the public have been 
injured, by not being able to get a supply of gas when they wanted it. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Canon: Mr. Fussell and Mr. Harley seemed to 
assume the power of the local board, and the evidence was to the effect 
that they went there in the name of the local board. The local board were 
not the parties prosecuting, but their names were made use of by Mr. 
Fussell and Mr. Harley. My nearest property to the gas-works is about a 
mile off. If I sold a piece of ground immediately adjoining my house for 
gas-works, I could not object to there being gas-works there, though pos- 
sibly my neighbours might. 
Re-examined by Mr. Micnart: Anything which affected the prosperity 
of Slough and district would affect the value of all the copyhold property 
in the manor, but I do not find that the value of the property in the neigh- 
bourhood of the gas-works is affected by those works. 


Mr. John Whitehouse, examined by Mr. MicuaE. 


I am surveyor to the trustees of the Turnpike Trust and to the local 
board of Eton, and also secretary to the Eton Gas-Works. I have resided 
in Slough 25 years. I have nearly 20 miles of road under my charge, in- 
cluding the whole of High Street. I am well acquainted with the Slough 
Gas-Works, which, in my opinion, are well situated for the supply of gas. 
I believe them to be admirably situated, well constructed, and also well 
conducted. Iam the owner of property in Slough, but I do not consider 
my property is injuriously affected in any way by the gas-works. We 
charge 7s. at Eton for cannel gas. The cost of gas is regulated by the 
number of houses supplied and other local circumstances connected with 
the works. The larger the number of houses, the cheaper the price. The 
Slough Company have a very straggling district. They have five miles of 
mains against two at Eton, and our receipts are more than theirs. I have 
tasted the water of several of the wells, and found it very good. The cess- 
pools are dug down to about eight feet in the ground, and no bottom made 
to them, but piles laid down, and the solid matter taken out from time 
to time, leaving the liquid matter to percolate. The wells in the vicinity 
are much affected by them. I have not heard any complaints about the 
gas-works during the last two years. 
Cross-examined by Mr. CLaBon: My residence is about three-quarters 
of a mile from the gas-works. I have been to the gas-works about a dozen 
times, and have examined them carefully. 

Mr. Thomas Nizey, examined by Mr. MicHaet. 
I was surveyor to the Slough Local Board of Health in 1863, and I have 
had — opportunities of acquainting myself with the absence of drain- 
age in the district, having been surveyor for 14 years previously. I corro- 
borate the evidence of the last witness as to the construction of the cess- 
its. Some of the wells are not more than six feet from them. I know a 
arge cesspool which has been made by Mr. Tilly, and I also know the wells 
on his property. No gas would affect the wells, as the stream runs in the 
wrong direction. In my opinion, no nuisance has arisen from the gas- 
works during the last two years. 
Cross-examined by Mr. CLason: Three years ago I made an inspection 
of nuisances for the local board, and prepared a report on the subject. In 
that report there are particulars of every well, as to its containing more 
water or not. I found the water in the wells at the back of Mr. Tilly’s 
se was very good; but the water was very bad on the property be- 
onging to Mr. White. That property is higher, so that anything from the 
gas-works would not flow that way. The pump was adjoining the water- 
closet—it was the other side of a wall only. 

Mr. Wm. Pitt, examined by Mr. MicuaEu. 

Iam a builder, residing at Slough, and am thoroughly acquainted with 
the cesspools and wells we have heard of. Ihave here some samples of 
water [produced] taken yesterday morning. I tasted them all. I know 
the taste and smell of tar and of ammonia. This [producing a bottle] 
tastes alittle of tar. It comes from Mr. Buée’s, 400 yards west of the 

s-werks. The springs run from Mr. Buée’s house towards the gas-woks. 

‘his is the only sample that coutains any taste of tar or ammonia; all the 
rest is very good water. That is the water which all the inhabitants of 
Slough use. There are no water-works there. If there is a sufficient 
quantity of gravel, it entirely takes away the bad smell and pernicious 
qualities of sewage water. I have not heard any complaints within the 
last year of any nuisance arising from the gas-works. , 
Cross-examined by Mr. CLason: There may have been complaints 
without my hearing of them. The samples come from different wells. 
The one with the taste of tar came from a well in Mr. Buée’s garden. I 
am not aware of any cesspool near it. One of the samples was taken from 
Mr. Tilly’s cottages in Lancaster Place. It is very nice water. There are 
a number of cesspools in the neighbourhood of this water—the place is 
quite honeycombed with them; but the whole of the waters, with the ex- 
ception of Mr. Buée's, are good. 

y the CommirreeE: The average depth of the wells was about 17 or 18 
feet. Some of the cesspools are 10 feet, and some deeper. 
Re-examined by Mr. Wesster: The site of Mr. Buée’s well was an old 
farmyard, and no doubt contained plenty of manure some time ago. 
By Mr. CLazon: The gravel shelves off towards the east. I have seen 
it in many places. There is a very great deal of brick earth where Mr. 
Buée’s well is, and at the other end of Slough it is all gravel. The gravel 
is below the brick earth. The level of the ground at the gas-works is 7 
feet lower than at Mr. Buée's. ug 

Mr. Chas. Morton, examined by Mr. Wegster. 
I am a linendraper and clothier at Slough, and have been there twenty- 
three years. My premises are close to the gas-works. I have 63 lights. 
I have been satisfied with the supply and quality of the gas for the last six 
months. I have two wells, which are perfectly pure. If there were pollu- 
tion from the gas-works I should be the first to catch it; but I have 
experienced nothing of the kind. I ama member of the local board, and 
was chairman of the late Lighting Committee. As such, I had my atten- 
tion turned to the supply of gas to the public lamps. Since September it 
has been better than it ever was before. I opposed the petition of the local 
board, as I thought it was perfectly unnecessary. 

Cross-examined by Mr. CLazon: I attended a meeting of the local board 
held immediatly before the 14th of October last. I might possibly have 
said that “ the gas-works had been a curse to Slough for the last 20 years,” 
and that “the nuisance at certain times was monstrous.” I did not say 
that “during the last month ladies had left my shop in consequence of it.” 
I said ladies had left my shop in consequence of the abominable stench, 
but it was from bad management—from their cleansing} the works by day 
instead of by night. Isaid “the nuisance had been very detrimental to 
the town of Slough,” but I never said “‘ the water had been in a most fearful 
state.” The works are very good now, in contradistinction to the manage- 





*It was a different kind of impurity altogether, and has nothing to do with 





ment of them having been very bad. I have never seen anybody's water 
that is bad, though T have heard that that has been stated. 


Mr. Charles Turner, examined by Mr. WeBsTER. 

I am the proprietor of a nursery-ground at Slough; within 200 yards of 
the gas-works. I have been a consumer of gas for 15 years. My dwelling- 
house is at the nursery. I have found no nuisance to complain of, either 
as regards gas or water. Formerly the gas was impure and unpleasant, 
but since the company have had it in their own hands, they have not only 
abated the nuisance, but we have had beautiful gas. Iam a member of 
the local board. There is a good deal of personal feeling on the part of 
some members of the local board on this matter. If any business at Slough 
had been affected by the gas-works it would be mine, for I grow tender 
plants in my nursery-grounds, but the gas-works are not the least nuisance 
or injury to me, nor is there any annoyance proceeding from them. 

Cross-examined by Mr. CLason: There are 12 members of the local 
board. Five I think were directors of the Slough, Datchet, and District 
Gas Company, but I am not certain as to one, and one is a director of the 
Slough Gas Company. i 

Re-examined by Mr. Wenster: I protested against this petition. Three 
of the signatures to the petition before the committee were directors of the 
rival company, and three more have always been opponents of the old 
company. 

Mr. —_— said that was the case on behalf of the promoters. 

Mr. CLAzon said he proposed to call his witnesses before addressing the 
committee. 

W. E. Buée, Esq., examined by Mr. Ciapon. 

Iam a surgeon, and a member of the local board of Slough. I have 
practised at Slough about 20 years, and am the oldest practitioner there. 
In 1848 I went to reside in a house of Mr. Tilly's. There is a well on the 
premises. When I went there the water was very pure and good, but it did 
not remain good up to the time of my leaving. It became otherwise than 
good about 1850 or 1851—two or three weeks after the gas-works com- 
menced. Latterly the water has been very bad indeed, and tainted with 
gas very strongly. I have frequently had to get water from other wells— 
sometimes for two or three months together—on account of the taint I have 
mentioned. I believe I have complained to my landlord of that state of 
things. I had an attack of gastric fever while in that house, and lost two 
children with the same fever—one in 1856 and the other in 1859. The late 
Mr. Henry Harris also lived in one of those houses. I attended him in his 
illness; he suffered from frequent dyspepsia. I should be afraid to attribute 
these attacks specially to any cause. I experienced noisome smells from 
the gas-works to a very great extent. I went to reside at the Cedars, about 
350 or 400 yards from the gas-works, in 1859, and have lived there ever 
since. I have two wells on my premises. That in the garden has been 
strongly impregnated with the smell of gas tar. It is less so now than it 
has been, but still is so. The well from which we generally obtain our 
water is sunk under the kitchen. I believe it is in the clay, but even that 
has been tainted with gas. That well is about 50 yards further from the 
gas-works than the one in the garden. The health of my family has been 
better since I removed. 

Cross-examined by Mr. WessteR: The water was so impregnated with 
gas that it was impossible to drink it. It smelt of carburetted hydrogen. 
The smell was not like sulphuretted hydrogen. There may or may not be 
sulphuretted hydrogen in common gas, according tocircumstances. There 
is a cesspool in the grounds. Six years ago there was a farmyard on this 
property, and there was nothing to prevent the surface water draining 
through the soil on which manure was laid into my well. Iam not pre- 
pared to answer the question how tar could possibly get into the water 
from the gas-works, which are a long way off, but I know the water became 
impregnated with it. Other wells nearer the gas-works may be free from 
this impregnation; but the smell is so perfectly distinct that there could be 
no mistake about it whatever. The flavour is that of gas tar, and nothing 
else. I do not know perfectly well as a surgeon that the only smell in gas 
is sulphuretted hydrogen. Gas has a smell of its own. Sulphuretted 
hydrogen has alsoa smell of its own, and may be combined with car- 
buretted hydrogen. I know the smells of both sulphuretted and carburetted 
hydrogen. They are very different. Impure carburetted hydrogen is very 
likely to be mixed up with sulphuretted hydrogen, which is very offensive, 
and a very common impurity. It is found in most privies and drains. I 
am not prepared to answer the question whether gastric fever can be traced 
to sulphuretted hydrogen, but my own impression is it is not. If water has 
any sewage matter in it, heat is very likely to produce gastric fever. I do 
not say the company were responsible for my attack of gastric fever. I 
have never had the water at the Cedars analyzed. I know a Mr. Liddiard. 
The well at the Cedars was opened some time ago. 

By the Commirrree: Mr. Liddiard did not tell me that the gas had 
nothing to do with the impurity. Some of the water from Upton Park has 
been analyzed, I beliéve, but I do not know whether or not by Dr. Letheby. 
That water has been exceedingly impure. I never saw the analysis, to my 
knowledge. Upton Park is 400 or 500 yards from the gas-works. 

Re-examined by Mr. CLazon: I did not smell the gas tar at Upton Park. 


this question. Gas hasasmell peculiar to itself,and so has carburetted 
hydrogen, and you can never purify one smell from the other. In good gas 
the smell of sulphuretted hydrogen ought to be got rid of altogether; but I 
expect it is seldom or never pure. If the gas is pure, there still remains the 
smell peculiar to gas, and that smell is what I perceived in the water. I 
should think the cesspool in my garden was about 20 yards from the well, 
and about the same distance from the house. I never smelt sulphuretted 
hydrogen in the water, but that smell so peculiar to gas which we all know 
so well. Benzine, I believe, is the flavouring principle. 

By the Commitree: I should say it is chemically possible to free gas 
from sulphuretted hydrogen, but I can scarcely answer when sulphuretted 
hydrogen has become combined with carburetted hydrogen. I am not sure 
whether it is possible absolutely to separate the two in that case, but car- 
buretted hydrogen can be made quite free from sulphuretted hydrogen. I 
do not know the new process invented by Mr. Humphrey. ‘There are no 
gas pipes within a considerable distance of my garden. I should say the 
nearest is the one which comes from the main to light my house, and that is 
in another direction. It is 40 or 50 feet from the well, and is a 1-inch iron 
pipe. The depth of the well is from 18 to 20 feet. I should say the bottom 
of the well would be Jower than the tank of the gas-works, because in that 
part of my garden there is a dip, and the well is sunk in that dip. 

J. C. Brown, Esq., examined by Mr. CLason. 

I was formerly a medical practitioner, and came to reside at Slough about 
three years ago. I lived at No. 2, Lancaster Terrace—a house of Mr. 
Tilly’s—for about a year and three-quarters. There was a well on the pre- 
mises. The water was very bad. It was impregnated with gas. We could 
not use it for cooking purposes. The landlord used to supply us with water. 
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I now live in Wilson’s Villas. I moved from Lancaster Terrace in conse- 
quence of the water being so bad. I could not useit. In my present house 
the water is not very good, but it is passable. When I lived in Lancaster 
Terrace, I noticed a smell arising from the gas-works. It used to come 
from the chimney at night. The water tasted exactly as if there had been 
tar in it. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Wezster: Taris not unwholesome, if you do not 
take too much of it. I do not know whether tar would give you the gastric 
fever, but sulphuretted hydrogen would, and sulphuretted hydrogen is what 
comes from cesspits, privies, and such places. Siasorer you have cesspits 
in grounds near wells, however bright the water may look, there is always 
more or less sulphuretted hydrogen in it. I think Mr. Tilly’s water would 
have been very good if it had not been for the gas. That water was in the 
neighbourhood of a number of cesspools. 

Re-examined by Mr. Ctazon: I signed a petition in favour of the bill, 
under the impression that an amalgamation would take place, and that the 
works would be removed from where they are now. I should not think the 
taste of gas tar could have come from sulphuretted hydrogen. 

Ir. Thomas Baker, examined by Mr. CLaBon. 

I resided at Lancaster Terrace, Slough, for nine months, There was a 
well on the premises, but the quality of the water was very bad; it was con- 
taminated with gas. I had a girl, a water drinker, and when she attempted 
to drink it, which she did several times, without it being boiled, she was ill. 
My children disliked it sc much that they would not drink it until it had 
been boiled and set aside to cool. I was induced to leave the house by the 
had water and the efiluvia from the gas-works. I sacrificed a quarter's 
rent, and should have left much sooner if I could have got a house. Some- 
times the water was more contaminated than at others—that is to say, it 
smelt more of gas. When the wind was in the reverse direction to the 
house from the gas-works we were not troubled with the smell in the air, 
but we had the water constantly contaminated. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Micnag.: This occurred from the 29th September 
to 24th June following, when I left the house. I might possibly have left 
Slough otherwise, but that was my sole reason for leaving at that time. I 
purchased a medical practice when I came to Slough. I was dissatisfied 
with that practice, but that was not the main cause of my leaving Slough. 
My object in getting away was to avoid the nuisances. Iam notin medical 
practice now. I now reside in West Drayton. I should not have left 
Slough if I could have got a house. I was deceived about the practice, but 
I should have waited by time, and worked the practice up. I do not know 
that there was a large cesspool immediately contiguous to my premises. I 
know there was an inefficiency of drainage, but I did not complain of that 
as one of the main causes of the disease prevalent in Slough. I had no 
occasion for giving a thought to the question whether large cesspools drain- 
ing into the wells was a prominent cause of disease. If I had had any 
suspicion that anything noxious about the place had been the cause of it, it 
would have been my duty to have investigated it on behalf of the persons I 
was attending. I have heard the condition of the wells, and believe that 
condition to be one of the most active causes of disease. The special matters 
given off by the decomposition of animal and vegetable matters—carbonic 
acid, carburetted hydrogea, sulphuretted hydrogen, and ammonia—are the 
same matters that enter into coal gas and its impurities. 








|at the bottom of the garden, of which I had complained; but the sulphuretted 
‘hydrogen arising from a cesspool is distinct in smell from that of carburetted 
hydrogen in the form of gas. We had both smells, but we had to complain of 
the gas frequently. They were in the habit of putting lime into the cess- 
pool to destroy the chance of its being offensive. 

Cross-examination continued: I do not believe it is possible to get car- 
buretted hydrogen pure in the ordinary way of making gas. In a chemist’s 
laboratory you may do it. 

Re-examined by Mr. CLazon: Sulphuretted hydrogen is very irritating to 
the lungs, and will make you cough frequently, whilst pure carburetted 
hydrogen will not do so. ‘The smell from the water was the ordinary gas 
smell, which is distinct from the cesspool smell. 

Mr. John Robert Harris, examined by Mr. CLABon. 


I reside in the High Street of Slough, the next house to Lancaster Terrace. 
T recollect the gas-works being built. I get my water from wells; there are 
two on my premises, one at my stables. the other in the house. This well 
in the house is sunk beneath the floor ofa cellar. It is noton aline with the 
garden, but is sunk froma cellar underneath. It is 20 feet below the bottom 
of the cellar, which is 10 feet below the ground. In 1859 the character of 
the water there was very bad, it smelt so of tar, and so tasted of tar, that it 
could not be used except for culinary purposes. We were obliged to send 
out for all the water we had to drink. I knewit tu be bad by the taste and 
smell; the smell was of gas. In 1861 I moved into Lancaster Terrace, to 
the next house to where my father lived; there was a well in that house, 
and the character of the water was the same as in the house I live in at 
present. About six months after we had been living in Lancaster Terrace 
my wife was ill, and she went to London to consult a physician, under the 
advice of Mr. Buée. She described to him the character of the water we 
had to drink, and he recommended her not to drink any more of that water, 
but advised us to get filtered rain water. Since that time we have used 
filtered rain water to drink; we catch it from the roof, and so on, and we 
have also a tank underground, from which we get rain water and filter it. 
We find some nuisance from the gas-works when the wind is in the east, 
which is in the line from the gas-works to my house. We can find it very 
plainly at times, not when the wind is the other way. The horses will not 
drink the water I have from the stable, and when they come fresh we have 
to send for water for them. We starve them down to it; we give them a 
little at first, because it is a great nuisance to send ont for water for horses. 

have an interest in the company under my father’s will in some shares 
that he had. 

Mr. CLazon: What is the general feeling in the neighbourhood about the 
removal of these works ? 

Witness : It is divided. 

Mr. MicuaEt objected to the question, as referring to a matter which, 
according to arrangement, was not to be entered into. 

The Cuarrman: You may ask the witness his opinion. 

Mr. Canon; What is your opinion as to whether these works ought to 
be removed? 

Witness: I think they ought to be removed. I think they are detri- 
mental to the surrounding property; you find no houses being built in the 
neighbourhood; only one house has been built for some years, I think, in 
that neighbourhood, either east, west, north, or south. There are people 
living on the surrounding property. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Mrcuart: My father was the promoter, if not the 
founder, of the company. I sometimes find the horses improve after coming 
to me, but not always. I have sometimes to send to my groom's house, at 
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the other side of the gas-works, for water for the horses. I do not know 

where he gets the water from; he has told me he gets it from his house. 

‘. Mr. MicHaEL: Have you seen the bottle of water brought from your 
ouse? 

Witness : I am not aware that any has been brought; I did not hearmy 
name in conjunction with them when the bottles of water were produced. 

Mr. Micnagi: Am I right in saying that a large boarding school, with 
60 or 80 boys, was conducted in your house? 

Witness : Thirty-five years ago; not since. I cannot say whether there 
was a large cesspool made on my premises in the time of the boarding 
school. At the present time there is one about 20 yards from my house, in 
an orchard. I cannot say the size of it, for I have never seen it opened. 
It has been opened, but only the crown. You may say it is 10 feet square, 
if you like; that is the nearest to it I can go. I cannot tell how deep it i 
because I have never seen it cleaned out, and did not see it made. I di 
not have it made. I only know there is the cesspool there. There are no 
means of draining from the premises. 

Mr. Micuaret: Where does the drainage from your house go? 

Witness : There is one cesspool in the garden—that is from the kitchen; 
and there is one from a water-closet in the house, and that is very low, 
because it is much under the surface of the cellar. I should think the 
depth of my well is about 20 feet. I do not know how deep the cesspools 
are; the cesspool that I said was 10 feet was the cesspool in the orchard, 
about 20 yards from the house. 

Mr. Micuax: Do you know what the strata is there—do you know that 
it is loam and sandy gravel underneath? 

Witness : 1 suppose so; but there is a great deal of brick earth about us. 

Mr. MicnaE: That is on the surface, of course. Then it is brick-earth 
surface and gravel underneath—gravel and sand in alternate layers? 

Witness : I cannot enter into that. I only know that bricks are made in 
the neighbourhood, and gravel is dug in the neighbourhood, but I cannot 
give any opinion upon that. 

Mr. Micuaet: Is that a fair specimen of the water [handing a bottle o 
water to the witness]? Is there anything the matter with this water? 

Witness : 1 do not drink the pump water, and do not see it once a month. 
I have heard it has been much better the last two months, since there has 
been so much rain. 

Mr. Micuaev: Will you smell this one [handing another bottle to the 
witness]? Is there something the matter with it? 

Witness: Yes; it smells of gas. 

Mr. MicHaEL: What gas? 

Witness: 1 am not an analytical chemist. I cannot undertake to say 
that is not the gas we burn—coal gas. I can say that, in my opinion, it is 
not good water. If gas escapes in a room, it smells the same as the water 
does. I am not prepared to state that what I smell so bad in the water is 
coal gas. I can only say, to the best of my belief it is; it smells exactly 
like gas and tastes like gas. 

Re-examined by Mr. CLazBon: I could detect the smell of gas in the water 
to a very slight extent when it was first opened. It is the same character 
of smell that I have smelt in the water at other times, only the water in the 
well has smelt fifty times worse. I should say that there could be no doubt 
whatever that the smell that I smelt was the smell arising from gas; it was 
exactly such a smell as you would have from your own burner if it were 
left open. 

Mr. Henry Liddiard, examined by Mr. CLazon. 

I live in the High Street of Slough. Iam a builder by trade. Have lived 
in my present house 28 years, and in Siough I might say for 35 years. I 
well remember the gas-works being first built. I cannot say I have worked 
there. I had nothing to do with the erection of the works on the first onset. 
I remember very well the first gasometer, while it was being built. The 
puddling of it was not done in a proper sort of way, and in consequence of 
that the water escaped, I might say, for six months. They did not puddle 
behind the piers, and Mr. George had to take the puddling out, and repuddle 
it. The soil at that place is gravel, and above the gravel about 7 feet of 
brick earth, or you might term it clay. The brick earth has been taken 
out from where they erected the first holder, just 100 yards; it was taken 
out to construct the holder, not previously. It was not taken out along 
Chandos Street for brick-making. I remember the second gasometer being 
put up. I tendered for it; Mr. Snowball erected it. I should say it was 
about four years ago; we had the water escape from that in a similar 
manner, and Mr. Snowball repuddled it, not only behind the piers, but a 
great deal of the other portion. It was not done in the usual way; it was 
what I called hand-puddled—put in and rammed down. 

The CuHarrMAn inquired the date of which the witness was speaking. 

Mr. CLaBon stated that the witness said it was four years ago; but he 
believed it was longer. 

The CiiairMAN intimated that the committee were not inclined to enter 
into matters that cccurred ten years ago. 

Mr. CLanon: You say these works leak at the present time. Let me 
ask you, did you build a warehouse for Mr. Harris? 

Witness : 1 did, about four years ago. The water which was used for 
that purpose came from the well just leading to the building by the stable 
in Mr. Harris’s premises. It was as if I had taken the water out of the 
gasholder. It stank that bad that the men could scarcely keep on with 
their work; and particularly when they were making their mortar, as they 
would get the smell worse then than when pumping it. In the year 1857 
I opened a well at the corner of High Street and William Street, for a person 
of the name of Dean. I went down the well when I opened it, and found 
floating on the top of the water an oily substance, as if [ had dropped some 
gas into it, and it smelt equal to gas. I have not seen the well since 1857. 

The CuarrMan said the examination should be confined to matters that 
took place since 1857, unless it could be shown that the same state of things 
existed at present. 

Mr. CLABon: Do you remember putting new pipes into White’s well? 

Witness: Yes; that is about seven or eight years ago. It was a well 
abutting upon it, at Mr. Taffner's, that I did something to about two years 
ago. The water was drawn from the same well. I went to that well 
about a fortnight ago, and also to Mr. White’s. i tried the water there on 
that occasion. I only put my nose to the nozzle of the pump, and that was 
enough. It wasasmell similar to gas. The well is quite a quarter ofa 
mile from the gas-works. 

Mr. CLazon: What smell comes from the gas-works now? 


Witness : Just recently it has been better; previous to that it had been 
horrid. My house abuts on the gas-works. At times we were actually 
obliged to shut every window and door in the place, because in the middle 
of the day they would open the purifier, and the lime would be exposed all 
day long. When the wind was blowing from the north-east, we could 
scarcely stop there; that was about a twelvemonth ago. My premises are 
within 6 or 8 feet of the gas-works. I have suffered from ill health during 
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the period I have lived there, and have consulted the late Dr. Finch. -I am 
rather asthmatical, and when I got into my garden it used to make me feel 
quite stupified. I would not stop there longer than I was obliged; in my 
house we were shut away from it. I was at one time going to build some 
cottages, but have not done so because the stench was so abominable. No- 
body would live near it. The stench arose from opening it in the daytime. 
There is some valuable building land in Chandos Street and Wellington 
Street, but I do not believe there have been above one or two houses built 
there these six or seven years. I fancy the character of the water has im- 
proved lately. Some nine months ago the company sent for me to inspect 
a tank—not the holder, but a gas liquor-tank; it was domed over. There 
was aman-hole. I took two of my men to open it. I was to empty it. This 
water used to escape from this tank. Since then they have put a slate 
tank in, and puddled the tank round, so that I think it has done away with 
that nuisance. Ido not think the rain we have had lately has had any- 
thing to do with it. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Wesster: I did not cure the nuisance of that 
tank. I suggested the plan, but I did not do the work. I know very little 
about gas-works. It all depends upon how and where they are situated 
whether I could prevent the ammoniacal liquor from going into wells. I 
do not say that 1 could conduct it from the purifiers and the retort-houses 
and take it away properly. I do not know whether that is a very valuable 
thing. The extent of the land upon which I was going to build a cottage 
is about 40 feet, abutting on to the gas-works. I have got a demand fora 
dozen houses at the present time—applications; but not about the gas- 
works. I believe that if my dozen houses were built about the gas-works 
not one would be taken; that is the reason that I have not built them. I 
cannot say whether there is any one empty now; there may be. 

Mr. Wessrer: You taiked about putting your nose to the nozzle of a 
pump that smelt very like gas. How did the gas come up through the 
sucker and plunger? 

Witness: It can be pumped up with the water if the water is impreg- 
nated. It did not come out as gas; the water was impregnated with gas. 
I knew Mr. Buée’s well when a little boy, thirty-five years ago, and last 
saw it about a fortnight ago, when I opened it. It was similar to the one 
you have been talking of at the corner, with the oily surface floating at 
the top of the water. I did not say that I thought that whatever there 
was there had come from the gas-main. I might have thought so, but I 
did not say so. I am not disposed to say whether I think so now. 

Re-examined by Mr. CLaBon: The well in Mr. Buée’s garden is, I should 
say, about 80 or 90 yards from any gas-main; it is scarcely 100. The main 
runs along the road near Mr. Buée’s house. The oily substance that I saw 
in the water comes, I think, from an escape in the main by a sewer going 
along the side of it. Icould pick out a spot where for six feet it is as black 
as my coat by an escape from the main. Mr. Buée’s house is lighted with gas. 

William Gurner, examined by Mr. CLazon. 

Iam a brickmaker. In July, 1865, I was employed at the Slough Gas- 
Works as stoker. I remained there up to a month to-morrow. There 
are three gasholders there. They are in a leaky condition. The biggest 
one leaks the worst; it is the one that was last put up. We had, last 
summer, to pump water into it, sometimes for one hour, sometimes for 
twelve during the day; if we left it for two or three days we had to pump for 
a day, sometimes a day and a half. The water would, in the summer, go 
down very nearly a foot inaday. There is a cottage adjoining the works 
—the manager’s cottage. I believe there is a well in the garden of it. 
There is a well in the yard of the works, and I believe there is one in the 
garden. From the pump in the garden the water does not come out of the 
yard. You cannot drink the water of the well in the garden, because of 
the smell of gas. The well is about a dozen yards from the retort-house 
adjoining the coal-shed: about 15 or 20 yards, I should say, from the gas-tank 

Cross-examined by Mr. Wensrer: It was not two months ago when I 
| last tested the water from this well, which is 15 or 20 yards from the gas 
tank. We were obliged to fetch our water from somewhere else, from other 
people's places, when we were dry; and we tried the water to see if we 
could drink it, and we could not drink it. There is one cesspool in the 
yard, I believe. 

Mr. Wesster: Is there anything the matter with that water [handing a 
bottle of water to the witness] ? 

Witness: Yes, there is a smell belonging to it, but not the same smell as 
there is in the yard; it is not the same colour as the water in the yard. 

Mr. Wesster: Just taste that [handing another bottle of water to the 
witness.] Is there anything the matter with that? 

Witness: I do not taste anything. That is not the water in the yard— 
it is not the water I am speaking of. 

Mr. Henry James Luff, examined by Mr. CLason. 


Iam chairman of the Local Board of Health, and one of the church- 
| wardens of the parish of Slough. I have lived at Slough all my life. 
| Written complaints have reached the local board of the gas-works at 
| Slough. I cannot say when we first had them; I should say it was at the 
|end of last year. The board communicated with the gas company as to 
the abominable complaints they had received, and, in conjunction with 
Mr. Charsley, the clerk to the local board, I took steps in order to the 
removal of the works to another place. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Wessrer: I am not the chairman of this com- 
| pany, but one of the three directors. I took steps, in conjunction with Mr. 
| Charsley, for having gas-works elsewhere, in consequence of these com- 
plaints. 1 live 300 or 400 yards from the works. In passing up and down 
the street I have smelt very offensive smells from the gas-works. I smelt 
it as lately as perhaps a couple of months ago. I happen to be acquainted 
with the well that has been spoken of by Mr. Buée, the house having been 
| formerly occupied by my father-in-law. It was in his time that the well 

became impure. Mr. Buée has made a slight error. There is a much 
greater distance between the farmyard that has been mentioned and the 
well in the garden. I should think the distance is 60 or 70 yards; Mr. 
| Buée said 23. ‘There was a farmyard there, and a quantity of manure. 
| There was also a drain to carry off the water from the manure into a 
drain in what is now called William Street. Any one who has known 
| Slough for the last 20 years must well remember that; so that the impuri- 
ties of the farmyard were carried off in that manner, and went in a different 
direction altogether from this well. The well became impure in my father- 
in-law’s time. I have the pleasure of being director of the company of 
which you have the prospectus. The great object was, that the dividend 
= to be limited to 10 per cent. 
e-examined by Mr. CLazgon: I w: ¢ ra 
limit of the Gas- Works Clauses Act. oT 
Dr. Redwood, examined by Mr. CLABoN. 
Tam an analytical chemist, and went to Slough to investigate the cha- 














racter of the water near these gas-works on the 7th of April. I had re- 





ceived samples previously, and I took some of the water on that occasion. 
I have examined the whole of these samples. 

Mr. WEBsTER objected to this line of evidence, because if the works were 
a nuisance there would be a remedy at law. 

The Cuarrman said that committees were always reluctant to reject 
evidence, and the committee did not feel inclined to stop this particular 
witness. 

Mr. Cuazon: I will begin, if you please, with the well nearest the works? 

The Cuarrman: Is that the well in the gas-works? 

Witness : No; a well attached to the cottage immediately contiguous. 

Mr. Cason: Will you point out to the committee where the first well 
was that you examined? 

Witness: In one or two—two at least—of the cottages contiguous to the 
gas-works. I examined some of thé water and found it to be impregnated 
with gas products to a sufficient extent to make it susceptible to the taste 
and smell. I also examined the water of a well attached to an outbuilding, 
which I was told belonged to Mr. Tilley, and that [ found also to be im- 
pregnated to very much the same extent. I examined the water of the 
wells of these houses, and I could not perceive anything that was at all 
offensive. I then visited Mr. Buée’s premises. The well in his garden had 
béen just previously opened and aladder putdown. I went down and took 
a sample of water from that well, and on entering the brick part of the 
well, I perceived a very strong effluvium of gas. The water, on being taken 
out, I found to be impregnated in the same way. It had a decided taste 
and smell which were quite unmistakeable, and could not be confounded 
with any other contamination than that of coal gas. I also went into the 
premises of a baker of the name of White, and there also I had some water 
pumped up. The well was not open, but, as one of the previous witnesses 
stated, on putting my nose to the nozzle of the pump the smell was quite 
perceptible, and I took a sample of water from there which was impreg- 
nated in the same way. Those, as well as other samples of water which 
have been supplied to me by Mr. Charsley, I submitted to analysis. 

Mr. CLazon: Will you give the committee the result of the analysis? 

Witness: 1 found all the water to be slightly charged with both animal 
and organic constituents. The amount of mineral constituents which in 
the water of the London supply would be usually from 20 to 22 grains per 
gallon, I found here to range from 74 to 120 grains per gallon; and the 
organic matter, including under that head volatile matter—that is, am- 
monia and nitric acid, the results of the decomposition of organic matter— 
which in the water of tiie London supply rarely reaches 3 or 4 grains per 
gallon, I found here to be in the smallest quantity 8 grains, and in the 
| argest as much as 56 grains per gallon, a quantity almost unprecedented ; 
in fact, the water was of such a character that, upon evaporating it and 
heating the product of the evaporation over the lamp, for the purpose of 
rendering it perfectly dry, the amount of nitric acid or nitrates in it, cor- 
responding with ordinary nitre, was so great as to cause it to explode. The 
amount in that case of organic and volatile constituents was 56 grains in 
the gallon. In some of these samples which had been sent me, as well as 
in those which I observed at the wells themselves, there was a faint smell 
of gas—of ordinary coal gas—the unmistakeable smell, which is due prin- 
cipally to the benzole and other, naphtha constituents, in a volatile state, 
which are present in the gas. I may state that all the samples of water 
were examined for ammonia, and the quantities determined. They varied 
from 0°7 grain up to 1°9 grain in the gallon. They were also examined for 
chloride of sodium and for sulphates, which were present in a very con- 
siderable quantity. In one sample of water there was as much as 63 grains 
of chloride of sodium in the gallon—chloride of sodium is common salt; 
and sulphates of lime and ammonia amounting, in one case, to as much as 
50 grains in the gallon. That is the general result of the examination of 
the waters. 

Mr. CLanon: Throughout you have had what you describe as the un- 
mistakeable smell of the coal gas? 

Witness: Yes, especially in the waters in one direction—extending from 
the gas-works to a house just beyond Mr. Buée’s, namely, the house occu- 
pied by Mr. White; that is as nearly as possible in a straight line. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Wenster: And that from the gas-works to Mr. 
Buée's is just the way the water does not run? 

Witness : That, really, Iam not able to say. I do not know how it is 
possible to determine that it is the way the water does not run. These 
nitrates come from the decomposition. 

Mr. Wesster: If you took water out of St. Margaret's churchyard, you 
would find plenty of nitrates ? 

Witness : Yes, when it is in that state it is quite unobjectionable—it is 
cooling, sparkling water, which people often approve of very much. There 
is a great body init. At the same time, it is just the water that the officers 
of the boards of health object to being used the moment it is found out. 
You can never determine whether the organic matter has passed to that 
state or isin a state of transition. When it is in a state of transition it is 
highly deleterious. Nitrates are indicative of “ body” having existed there; 
not necessarily animal—vegetable and animal. 

Mr. WexssteEr: About this common salt, the chloride of sodium; I sup- 
pose you would find some of that from a very good privy, would you not? 

Witness : Yes, you would. 

Re-examined by Mr. CLazon: This analysis contains the products of gas, 
accompanied with a gas smell; and although these ingredients may have 
come from something else, yet there was a gas smell with them. There 
were products there which certainly emanated from gas-works. There 
were other products which may have emanated, and no doubt did partly, 
and perhaps to a great extent, emanate from other sources; but the smell 
of the coal gas was quite unmistakeable. 

The Cuairman; You went on the 7th of Apvil to Slough? 

Witness: Yes; only once. 

The Cuarrman;: Did you perform all your testing operations in one day? 

Witness: Oh, no; I had received as many as eight or nine samples pre- 
viously—half gallon bottles filled with water. I had been engaged for three 
or four weeks analyzing it. I informed Mr. Charsley that it would be more 
satisfactory if I were enabled to make a personal examination of the wells 
and the localities of them in reference to the works. 


Monpay, Apri. 23. 
Dr. Thomas Cooper, examined by Mr. CLABon. 


I am physician to the Great Western Railway, and have resided at Slough 
for upwards of ten years. I should think my house must be within 120 
yards of the gas-works. I have had constant annoyance from the gas- 
works. There is a large lawn at the back of my house, and my family and 
myself have been obliged to leave our lawn through the foetid odour of the 
works, especially when the wind is in the east. It is an intense nuisance. 
I knew a Miss Woodman, who did reside in Lancaster Terrace, about half 
way between me and the works. The water in her well was so bad that { 
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allowed her to take water from my well daily for all domestic purposes. 
This permission continued for more than twelve months, and up to about 
nine months ago, if my memory serves me, I have tasted the water from 
her well, and it was impregnated with gassy matter, and utterly unfit for 
domestic use. I have not tasted the water from the neighbouring wells at 
a more recent period. I might mention that I smelt the gas on my lawn 
yesterday afternoon, it was very perceptible, but nothing to what it had 
been. I did sign the petition against the Slough, Datchet, and District Gas- 
Works, and I did so on the principle that the present gas company, if there 
is to be a gas company, ought in common fairness to supply the place. I 
refused to sign the petition on the first occasion on the ground that! did 
not consider the position of the present works a proper one; two of the 
directors, however, called on me, and we entered into a discussion upon the 
matter. I told them my proposition, which was that they should not be 
allowed to extend their works where they were,and within a reasonable time 
{| should remove them, and I thought they went away with an idea that this 
arrangement would be agreed to. They seemed to think the notion was a 
very reasonable and proper one. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Micuart: I should think my house is from 120 
to 150 yards from the works. The water in my well is perfectly good; the 
well is about midway between Mr. Buée’s well and the gas-works, but not 
in a direct line—my well is further to the south. I know the house in 
which Miss Goodman lived. I do knowthat there is a cesspool close to 
her well. No one with the slightest knowledge of chemistry can mistake 
gas for cesspool water. I know nothing of the premises beyond being from 
time to time in Miss Goodman's drawing-room. I do not think I was ever 
in any other room in the house. As a scientific man, I believe that the 
gas-works can impregnate gravel soil for 500 yards, or even for a longer 
distance. I mean to say that there is no deodorizing influence in gravel— 
in earth there is, but not in gravel. The soil there below is gravel, above 
the gravel it is brick earth. I cannot tell you the relative proportions, the 
brick earth varies so much. I know Mr. Prestwich, the celebrated geologist. 
If he made a statement that the soil had 27 feet of made ground, brick 
earth and gravel on the surface, and 31 feet of London clay, I should say 
he was not speaking of Slough, nor anywhere about that locality. 

Mr. CLazon: Can you fix any particular locality? 

Mr. Micwaet: Mr. Brown’s. I am taking the geological survey of Great 
Britain, and I am quoting from Mr. Prestwich’s report. We have some dif- 
ficulty in this matter as to the geological formation; unfortunately, the 
Ordnance survey is not complete as to that distance. The map of the 
superficial area has been published, but they have not made that geological 
section which is so useful in determining the formation. 

Cross-examination continued: The description of the soil which you 
have quoted is perfectly incorrect. You might as well have taken it 
for anywhere else—it is not our soil at all. I am prepared to say it is 
totally an error, at all events, as to where I live. I say that we have first 
a few inches of soil, then 15 feet of brick earth, and underneath that gravel. 
We have no London clay here; we have dug very deep, but have never 
seen any. Slough is not in any part of the London basin, and if Mr. Prest- 
wich says we have London clay there, he is wrong. At any rate, there is 
none near my house; but I think that Mr. Prestwich’s report does not apply 
|| to the lecality you are speaking of. Slough is a very large place. There 
is always su!lphuretted liydrogen given off from water which has been con- 
taminated by a cesspool; but that would be a totally different thing from 
the smeli of gas. Ido not burn gas in my house, nor have I done so for 
the last 10 years. I excluded it because it was so bad. Recently the 
quality of the gas has been very much better than it was; since the ques- 
tion of new gas-works has been on the carpet, the gas company have 
improved the gas they supply. I have not had plants or shrubs injured 
in my garden from the emanation from the gas-works, neither should 
I expect to have them injured, except the emanations were in a very 
concentrated form. All gas that is used has some sulphuretted hydro- 
gen in it, you cannot get it absolutely pure; if you try to get it posi- 
tively pure you destroy the better qualities of the gas. What I smelt in 
| the water I refer to was gas; the ordinary gas, and not what is given off 
| from the decomposition of animal and vegetable matter. I know something 
|of the process of gas-making generally as a chemist, and am aware that 
ammoniacal liquor is one of the valuable products of that manufacture. It 
may or may not be to the interest of a gas company carefully to preserve 
the whole of the ammoniacal liquor they make. It would depend whether 
they have a sale for it, and whether they are careful. If this liquor were 
to get amongst the wells it would produce all the evils complained of. 

By the Commirrere: The gas-works were in existence when I came to 
live in my house, but the house had been there for more than a century. 
There are 5 or 6 acres of land which would let for building purposes, but 
the gas-works are such a great nuisance as to prevent their being built 
upon. I am not against gas-works, and would sign a petition in their 
favour if they would only remove their works a proper distance from the 
town. I consider that the company are the proper persons to supply the 
town with gas, but I ask the committee to free us from the intolerable 
nuisance when the company are asking for extra power to carry on their 
works here. The flow of water here varies; it is principally from north to 
south—north-west to south-east—but there are several breakings up of the 
strata, and then we get a great quantity of water dammed back. [The 
witness here pointed out on the plan his house and grounds, the gas-works, 
and the railroad, and also described the direction of the flow of the water. ] 

Thomas G. Barlow, Esq., examined by Mr. CLazon, 

Tam a civil engineer, and for upwards of 35 years have given particular 
attention to gas questions. I have known the Slough Gas-Works since 
1854. At that time they had 6 retorts; when I was over the works about 
& month ago there were 18 retorts set, so that the works have 
4| trebled since I first knew them. I had occasion to visit them in 1854, in 
1856, and again in 1863; and in all the times I have visited them the manu- 
facturing operations have been conducted in the most slovenly manner. 

By the Cuainman: I am speaking of two or three years ago. 

Mr. MicHarE.: Before we came into possession of the works. 

Witness : When I visited them and examined them minutely in 1863, the 
great bulk of the ammoniacal liquor was emptied into the gasholder tanks. 
These gasholder tanks were leaky, and the liquor soaked into the adjoining 
soil. When I was at the works about a month ago, I had no opportunity of 
Seeing how they disposed of this ammoniacal liquor. I was there for only 
ashort time, and had no opportunity of ascertaining what became of it. 
1 could see, from the deficiency of water in one of the old tanks, and also in 
the new tank, that there must be some leakage from them, but I cannot 
speak more definitely than that. Ihave here a bottle of the ammonical 
liquor produced in the manufacture of gas. When I was at the works in 
1863 a portion of the liquor was evaporated under the furnaces, and the 
surplus that they could not evaporate was pumped into the gasholder tanks, 
and from thence it leaked into the adjoining soil. When this liquor is once 























in the soil, it is almost impossible to get rid of it, at least for a very long 
period of years. I have known instances where it has been detected in the 
adjoining wells 20 years after the leakage took place, and I have known 
instances where it has been detected 1200 yards away from the works. I 
am aware of the situation of these works; there are a good many houses 
about there. I am engineer for a great many gas companies; amongst 
them the Folkestone Gas Company. They obtained an Act last session. 
There was no condition as to removal made when they obtained their Act, 
but of their own free will they are removing their works to another locality. 

Mr. MicuAkt objected to this evidence, as not being the matter before the 
committee. 

Mr. CLapon said he proposed to ask whether the position of Folkestone 
where they are now removing the works was not the same as at Slough. 

The CuHairman: He said there was no condition imposed upon the 
Folkestone Company in their Act. 

Witness : No conditions in the Act, but there were objections to the old 
works. They were in the neighbourhood of the Pavilion Hotel—a good 
part of the town. 

The CuatrMAn: They need not be analogous cases to require it. 

Mr. CLaBon: Not necessarily. (To witness:) At Dover has the removal 
taken place under similar circumstances ? 

Witness : It is in process of taking place. The company have seven 
years to remove their works. 

Cross-examined by Mr. MicHarw: O/ course I do not wish the committee 
to suppose that the water in the tanks is anything analogus to the ammo- 
niacal liquor shown here to-day. Still this liquor was being pumped into 
the tanks when I was at the works in 1863 at the rate I should think of 70 
or 80 gallons a day. I was there professionally, to value the stock of the 
outgoing tenant. I think it was Mr. Fussell. This plan had not been 
adopted by him, but had been in operation there I should think ever since 
the works had been erected. I cannot say it is in operation now. I heard 
from Mr. Liddiard’s evidence that a tank had been provided for the reception 
of this ammoniacal liquor. As to the gasholder tank being tight, I should 
think there is considerable doubt of that, as it was not full when I was there. 
The liquor as it comes from the tank is not so strong as the ammoniacal 
liquor which has been shown. It might have 5 per cent. of that liquor in 
it., still 5 per cent. is sufficient to be detected. You can detect it by the 
taste. The gas in the tank may be perfectly pure, it is this liquor that is 
the offensive matter. Supposing the gasholder tank to contain water which 
had leaked out, it could only have an infinitesimal portion of gas pro- 
ducts in it if the gas is perfectly purified, still a small portion is easily 
detected. The gas company being under the Nuisances Removal Act, any of 
these owners of wells could commence an action against them. Whether 
it would be of any use or not is another question. ‘There is also a remedy 
by indictment on public grounds. The restrictions under the Gas Clauses 
Act are the same as in the Nuisances Removal Act. 

By the Commirrgee: The water that surrounds gasholders may be per- 
fectly pure and inoffensive if the tank is perfectly sound, and there is no 
leakage of any of this liquor into the adjoining soil. 

By the Commirree: There is some difficulty in making a brick and 
masonry tank water-tight. You have to depend entirely on clay puddle, 
and if it is not very carefully done you may very often have leakage. The 
best way in a locality of tliis sort is to use a cast-iron tank, which has to be 
bolted together. A cast-iron tank is built partly above the ground, and 
is made of plates which are jointed together, from which there can be no 
possible leakage. In the case I mentioned in which the ammoniacal liquor 
could be detected in the soil after 20 years, it was a masonry tank; that tank 
was removed and an iron one erected, and there bas not been a particle of 
leakage from the tank since, yet the soil is impregnated with it still. I had a 
sample of the water taken a few months ago, and I could detect it. Am- 
moniacal liquor has been commercially valuable for the last 15 or 20 
years, but only in large works where it will pay for the expense of re- 
moving it. In small works, like Slough, for instance, the value of the 
whole ammoniacal liquor they produce ina year is only about £6 or £7, and 
the cost of collecting and removing that would, perhaps, be greater than 
the value of it. 

Cross-examination continued: The question is, whether it is worth their 
while to go to a considerable expense for removing that. Of course, if 
they do sell their ammoniacal liquor, so much the better; but I was not 
aware that they did do so. 

By the Committee: The tank for the reception of the ammoniacal liquor 
must have been made very recently. ‘There was none in 1863 when 1 was 
there. I think Mr. Hetherington said they had erected a tank for that 
purpose, but when it was I do not know. 

Mr. Micuagt: I do not know whether the committee clearly understood 
that when Mr. Barlow went there he went, on our taking possession of the 
works, to value them, and therefore before our alterations were made. 

Witness: Iwas there when the last tenant went out and you received 
possession. 

Mr. Alfred Penny, examined by Mr. CLABon. 

I am an engineer, and have been engaged for the last 20 years in the 
construction and management of gas-works. I have visited the gas-works 
at Slough on two occasions, once at the latter end of last year, and again 
about a fortnight since. Their present condition is not a very good one. 
The apparatus does not appear to me to be in what I should call first-rate 
order. I think the site is not a proper one for the works to stand upon. 
They are situated between the town and the railway, which would be con- 
sidered to be a place where houses would naturally spring up; and as, in 
course of time, the operations of the gas company would be greatly 
increased, whatever nuisance there is now would be greatly aggravated. 
The site they occupy is sufficient for the present, but I can easily imagine 
the time will come when they will be compelled to remove their works. I 
have known many cases where companies have had to remove their works, 
and where it would really have been a kindness to them to have prevented 
them Key their money. If this company get the powers which they 
now ask the committee to give them, no doubt, in the natural course of 
things, they will go on adding to their works ; but the time will come 
when they will be obliged to remove, and my impression is it will be 
better if they did it now. My opinion as to the condition of the works 
is, that there is so little value upon them, that now is the time to remove 
them, and very little money in addition to what they will have to spend to 
put their works in good order, will enable them to build fresh works in a 
proper place. It will be no kindness in this committee to give them power 
to continue their works where they are. 

Mr. Frederic Charsley, examined by Mr. CLaBon. 


I am a solicitor, and coroner for Bucks, and have held several public 
appointments. I was appointed clerk to the local board of Slough in 1865. 
I produce the minute of the proceedings of that body in October, 1865. The} 
board received a letter from Mr, Tilly’s solicitor, which was as follows:— 
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Gentlemen,—We are instructed by our client, Mr. {James Henry Tilley, of your 
town, who is unfortunately prevented by illness addressing you personally, to make 
complaints to you of the great and increasing effiuvia arising from the Slough Gas 
and Coke Company’s Works, which poi the at phere and renders the neigh- 
bouring houses untenantable. By their ccurse of pr ding the pany also poison 
the water-springs which supply the pumps of the neighbourhood. Not only do these 
nuisances inflict a very serious pecuniary injury upon Mr. Tilly and the other neigh- 
bouring proprietors and householders, but they are, as he is advised, most detrimental 
to the public health; he, therefore, most respectfully solicits the kind interference 


of your board in the matter. 
(Signed) Dop & LonastarrE. 


The board, on the reading’ of this letter, passed the following resolution :— 
“ Resolved, that the clerk write to the secretary of the gas company, stating 
the receipt of this letter, and that, unless the nuisances are remedied, the 
board will be compelled to take action in the matter.” I wrote to that effect 
to the gas company, and on thd Ist of November I received a reply to this 
effect :— 

Gentlemen,—We have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 12th of 
October last, with reference to a complaint made by Mr. J. H. Tilly, sen., of the 
great and increasing effiuvia arising from our works, and inquiring what the com- 
pany propose to do to obviate the nuisance. In reply, I am instructed to inform you 
that the directors cannot admit that the effiuvia coming from our works is greater 
than from gas-works in other towns, and is by no means detrimental to the public 
health. We have, at considerable expense, constructed a tank for the reception of 
ammoniacal liquor, by means of which any contamination to the water-springs will 
be entirely avoided. It has been our endeavour to avoid any cause of complaint, 
and we have spared no expense to make our works as efficient and inoffensive as it 
is possible for gas-works to be rendered. 

(Signed) 

The meeting of the board was on the same day as the receipt of this letter, 
but the consideration of the same was adjourned till the next meeting, when 
Mr. Turner proposed—“ That this board give permission, if applied to 
through their surveyor, to all parties requiring, that they may lay down 
gas-pipes to any new premises they may require it for, for extension to any 
meeps on the premises.” That resolution was seconded by Mr. Morton. 

t was then put to me whether the board could give that power. I said, 
“You cannot; you have no power to give permission for that which you 
cannot do yourselves.” The chairman proposed, as an amendment, and 
Mr. Buée seconded—* That this board, individually and collectively, will not 
interfere with any person requiring to open the roads or paths to obtain a 
supply of gas. That this board petition the Secretary of State to introduce 
a section into some general Act to give the local board the power required.” 
The original resolution was withdrawn, and the amendment carried unani- 
mously. Mr. Fussell was present, and held up his hand in favour of the 
amendment. On the 8th of November it was resolved—* That the further 
consideration of the alleged nuisance from the gas-works be adjourned.” On 
the 3rd of January, 1866, Mr. Fussell reported that a complaint had been 
made to himself and others about the refuse lime from the gas-works being 
carted through the streets on Friday and Saturday. The tenants in the 
Alpha Road complained that the stench was so disagreeable that they could 
not stay in their houses. The surveyor was directed to draw the attention 
of the gas company to the circumstance. At the meeting of the board on 
the 23rd of January a letter was received from Mr. John Haywood, of Alpha 
Street, Slough, to this effect :— 

Sir,—I wish to draw your attention to the filthy smells caused by the carting of 
the refuse from the gas-works weekly between nine and twelve daytime. Trust- 
ing your honourable board will use your influence, and not allow the householders 
of Alpha Street to be obliged to leave their houses to get out of the smell of that 
horrid stench, Iam, &c., (Signed) Joun Haywoop. 


The surveyor reported that he had, in pursuance of instructions from the 
last meeting, drawn the attention of the gas company to the improper 
mode of the removal of the refuse. It was resolved—“ That notice be given 
to the gas company requiring the removal of the refuse between the hours 
of 11 p.m. and 5 a.m., according to the bye-laws.” I communicated this 
resolution to the gas company. I have a considerable interest in Slough, 
and have some land lying between the gas-works and Mr. Buée’s house. I 
do not get any applications to build on the land near the gas-works. I 
was the solicitor to the proposed Slough, Datchet, and District Gas Com- 
ny. At the time the resolution was passed in November last, “ That the 
urther consideration of the alleged nuisance from the gas-works be 
adjourned,” I consulted several members of the board of position and 
property,and they said “If you go to indictments you will never know when 
ou can obtain judgments, and in the case of a company it will be fruitless. 
he better way is to go in for the removal of those works.” We did so, and 
proposed a company to buy these works, and remove them. This was in 
the beginning of November, and I gave three weeks notice in the news- 
papers, and sent a — circular to every shareholder of the gas com- 
ny that Iknew. I have caused a petition to be presented against this 
ill, and it has been signed by 370 persons. This petition is not before the 
committee, as the petitioners did not pray to be heard by counsel. There 
are 228 houses within the 300 yards circle as described in the map shown, 
and the rating of them amounts to £4615. Thereis one, the British Orphan 
Asylum, rated at £210, 5 houses rated above £50, 61 between £20 and £40, 
and 161 under £20. The persons who have signed the petition are rated 
to the extent of £2108 out of the £4615 mentioned. At the meeting of the 
local board, when this petition was decided on, 8 were in favour of it and 
4 voted against it. 
By the Cuarrman: There was a resolution passed to write to Sir George 
Grey, pointing out that it was desirable to introduce clauses into the 
General Act, but that letter has never been wrjtten. 


By the Commirree: There has only been one row of cottages built within 
the 300-yard circle during the last two years. I am building three houses, 
but at some distance from the works, where I know I am safe. There are 
works in course of construction for the general drainage of the whole town. 
We shall lose our cesspools within twelve months, every one of them. The 
difficulty we are in is with Lord Heywood with regard to an outfall. We 
are before the Secretary of State, with an inspector, to determine between 
us. Lord Heywood says we shall not come to the place we have selected, 
and in his last communication he offers us a place close to the Eton playing 
grounds. He wants to drive us into Lower Datchet by the footpath leading 
= 1 playground, and we are afraid we shall get from the frying-pan into 
e fire. 

_Mr. CLaBon said this was the case for the local board, and it now became 
his duty to offer a few remarks to the committee against the preamble of 
the bill. Tt could not be denied that gas had now become a necessary of 
life, and that the works for its manufacture must exist in some sort of 
proximity to the town or district supplied; but he ventured to think that 
in the present day Parliament would more and more recognize the prin- 
ciple that wherever such works could be removed from contiguity to in- 
habited houses it was right that such removal should be enforced, having 
regard, at the same time, to the interests of those whose money had been 
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invested in these undertakings. By the Standing Orders of the House of 
Commons, it was required that whenever it was intended to acquire land 
for the purpose of gas-works, the owners and occupiers of all premises 
within a circle of 300 yards should receive notice of such intention. The 
consequence was that, to avoid that necessity, when parties came forward 
for leave to buy land by agreement, they inserted a clause in their bill that 
it should not be used at all for the manufacture of gas. Having obtained 
the permission, they then removed to that land their gasholders and other 
things which were not strictly manufacturing plant, so that they were 
enabled to use the whole of their former site for gas-making, and thus im- 
mensely extend their powers of production. This was a state of things 
which he apprehended Parliament would look upon with grave suspicion. 
Reference had been made in the course of this inquiry to the protection | 
which the public had against the possibility of a nuisance from such works | 
under the general law of the land; but, in truth, the right to prefer an| 
indictment against a gas company was of very little use. In the first place, | 
a local board would hesitate for a long time before meddling in a case of 
this kind, which ‘might prove very expensive; and, in the next place, it | 
was very difficult to punish a company. Of course the same observation | 
applied to the action of private individuals, who would be still more un- | 
willing to embark in litigation with a company. Having made these} 
general observations, he would now come to the particular case before the | 
committee; and at the outset he would inform them that the rival com- 
pany of which they had heard was never thought of until after the complaints | 
were made. It was only got up for the purpose of securing the removal of 
these works, and as soon as it was discovered that the feeling of the town 
was against the establishment of a second company it was not persevered | 
with. The simple question now for the committee was whether this bill | 
should pass, and he submitted to them that if it should these works would | 
remain for all time on their present site, and that the nuisance already felt | 
to be so great would be perpetuated in the town. He referred to the evi-| 
dence as to the proceedings of the local board to prove that they had not | 
acted obstructively to the company. They had been influenced by a desire | 
to abate a nuisance which the evidence showed had been frequently com- | 
plained of; and he apprehended that the fact of the pollution of the wells in | | 
the vicinity of the works had been clearly established. He had not proved 
that the ammoniacal liquor or other noxious products from the works had | 
necessarily found their way into these wells; but he ventured to think, |} 
from the evidence as to the position of the works and the character of the |! 
soil, it was impossible to arrive at any other conclusion. It was true the 
wells in which these impurities were found were entirely in one direction, 
and that other wells quite as near to the works, and indeed nearer, did not 
taste of them. ‘The inference was, that from fissuresin the ground, perhaps 
from the geological condition of the soil underneath, the products of gas!{ 
found their way along in one direction, and not in another. The smell and! 
taste of the water was the best proof the committee could have of the pre- | 
sence of the impurities complained of, and the most convincing medical 
testimony had been given that the pollution could arise from no other 
source. In addition to that, Mr. Barlow, than whom no person was better 
informed on: such subjects, had stated that the presence of ammoniacal 
liquor in the soil might sometimes be detected after the lapse of twenty 
years, and at a distance of 1200 yards. So that, although to a certain 
extent the company might now have cured the evil, and probably would 
exercise more care in future in the management of their works, there was | 
the fact that the soil was surcharged with this impurity, and that the in-|| 
habitants of the surrounding property were being injured thereby. He, 
therefore came back to the conclusion that works of this class ought not | 
to be erected in close proximity to dwelling-houses, and he urged upon the || 
committee not to sanction the perpetuation of these works on their present 
site. What would be the result if the bill were rejected? The local board 
had always given their consent to the company laying down pipes; and, in {i 
all probability, if the preamble of this bill were declared “ not proved,” the | 
arties would lay their heads together, and negotiations might be entered 
into, so that another year the company would come before Parliament for | 
powers to remove their works, and thus meet the wishes of the inhabitants | 
of the town. If the preamble were passed, the inevitable result would be 
that the company would enlarge their works, and buy additional land, to| 
which they would transfer their gasholders, so that the nuisance which had | 
so long been complained of would be increased and perpetuated. 


Mr. MicuaAet said unfortunately they had wandered from the proper | 
subject of inquiry which should be before the committee—viz., whether it | 
was desirable in the public interests that this bill should pass intolaw. He 
would endeavour as briefly as possible to give the committee the reasons | 
why, in his opinion, it should be allowed to do so. It had been said on the | 
other side that it was very undesirable that gas-works should be found in 
proximity to dwelling-houses. He contended that their existence in such 
proximity followed an inevitable law. Wherever gas-works were erected | 
houses were sure to come in the neighbourhood, and a population gather | 
about them. What was the position of the Slough Gas Company? They | 
had in the last two years expended £2000 upon their works; they had 
8 miles of mains, and they were situated to a great extent among an ayricul- 
tural population. It was not the case of a large town with a dense popula- 
tion, there was a scattered district and a small number of persons to be} 
supplied with the commodity. The profits of the company had been very 
small during the 15 years of their existence. They now came before Par- 
liament under peculiar circumstances, and the question was not whether 
the works should be established or not, or continued or not, because what- 
ever opinion the committee might form upon the merits of the bill, it was 
clear that after the money which had been expended the works must remain 
where they were. The decision of the committee therefore could not affect 
the status of the company, except that they had been put to great trouble 
and expense, while the public interests had suffered through the vexatious 
interference of individuals acting in the name of the local board. The result 
had been that consumers of gas (and even, as the committee had heard, a 
church) were prevented from obtaining a supply, because advantage had 
been taken of the state of the law, which prevented a company, without 
parliamentary powers, breaking up the roads to lay down their pipes. The 
company, in coming before the committee, did not simply ask a boon for 
themselves, they came, in the interests of the public, to place themselves 
under legislative control and sanction. The effect of passing the bill, there- 
fore, would be not only to legalize the operations of the company, but also 
to limit them with respect to the price and quality of the gas they supplied. 
These were matters in which the public were extremely interested, because 
Parliament had decreed that no company should have legislative powers 
without themselves being placed under legislative control. At present the 
company were only a “limited” company; they could charge what price 
they pleased, and they could act in defiance of the public in any way they 
pleased; but the moment they came under the provisions of the Gas- Works 
Clauses Act they would be tied down as to the rate of dividend they could 
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pay, and if ahy profits accrued beyond that rate the public would at once 
have the benefit of it. They would also be tied down as to the quality of 
their gas, and be compelled to give a supply wherever it was required in the 
district; so that, with the exception of the power they would gain of open- 


rather than the company. The learned counsel, at some length, commented 
upon the evidence given by the petitioners on the subject of the nuisance 
arising from the works, and while admitting that in former times the works 
had been mismanaged, and that possibly some grounds of complaint might 
have arisen, he submitted that no reason had been given why the committee 
should reject the bill. During the period that the works had been in their 
own hands the company had endeavoured to remove the cause of nuisance, 


to accomplish that object. 

The room was then cleared, and on the parties being called in again, 

The CuarrmAn said the committee have decided unanimously that the 
preamble of the bill is proved. 

Mr. Micuast said he had now to make an application under the Standing 
Orders of last session, that the committee would award costs to the pro- 
moters, on the ground that the opposition was vexatious. The local 
board had shown no public grounds for their opposition, and they had 
acted illegally in the matter, they being interested in a private company 
which they had promoted. They bad opposed this bill before the Standing 
Orders Committee, and though it was quite true they did not appear before 
the referees, they put the company to the expense of preparing to contest 
the question there, and they now opposed them before the committee, as 
the promoters contended, to secure their private interests. 

Mr. CLazon resisted the application, and maintained that the local board 
would have been guilty of a dereliction of duty if they had neglected to 
come forward to oppose the bill in the way they had done. With reference 
to the opposition on Standing Orders, it was a very small one, and was 
thoroughly bond fide, for they felt it was only right that the owners and 
occupiers within 300 yards should have had notice. And so far as the 
inquiry before the referees was concerned, he informed Mr. Shrubsole some 
days beforehand that the local board would not appear. As to the 
inquiry before this committee, he would only point out the strong evidence 
produced by the petitioners as to the contamination of the water with gas 
and tarry matters. He ventured to think that he had laid a case before 
them which was well worthy of consideration. And while he would not 
for a moment impugn the decision at which the committee had arrived, he 
felt that he might confidently ask them to say that the promoters had not 
ae! ga to expense by any vexatious opposition on the part of the local 

joard, 

Mr. MicHakt, in reply, maintained that the question of nuisance was 
only raised in order to give the local board a colourable pretence for getting 
up an opposition. His strong point was, that the board had not taken up 
the matter in the interests of the public. If they had, they would have 
gone before the referees on the question of quality; price, and other points. 
The room was again ordered to becleared. On the doors being reopened, 
The CHatrMAN said: The committee have decided unanimously not 
to give costs; and in answer to the remarks which have been made, they 
agree that there is no imputation on the motives of the parties who have 
appeared against the bill. 

he committee then proceeded with the clauses. Upon clause 37, which 
gives the company power to acquire land, being read, 

Mr. CLABon asked that it might be struck out. 

Mr. SuRUBSOLE objected that this was a matter which did not affect the 
Local Board of Health, as the clause expressly provided that no land should 
be used for the manufacture (or storing, as he would add) of gas, except 
those at present occupied by the company. 

The CHAIRMAN inquired why the usual words “contiguous to the exist- 
ing lands of the company” were omitted. 

Mr. Survussoxe said he had no objection to them. 

Mr. CLAzon said he should much prefer having them inserted. 

The words were then inserted in the clause. 

Mr. SHRUBSOLE: We cannot want ten acres—we will make it five. 

This amendment was agreed to. 

Upon clause 43, 


should be limited to 4s. 7d. per 1000 cubic feet. 

The CHAIRMAN remarked that it was not usual to put the price of public 
lamps in the bill. 

Mr. CLABoN stated that it was done in the case of Folkestone. 

Mr. Surussove objected that Folkestone and Slough were very different. 
Mr. Bruce inquired if there was any power requiring the supply to be 
by meter. 

Mr. CLAzBon stated that he proposed asking for the insertions to that 
effect. 

The CuarrMan: There are public buildings in Slough; would they be 
interpreted as public lamps? 

Mr. SurupsoLe: No; public lamps mean street-lamps. 

Mr. HetHerincrTon thought it hardly fair to reduce the price for public 
lamps at a small place like Slough, where the proportion of public lamps 
was so much in excess of the private consumption. The company had 
miles of mains for public lamps where there was no private consumption to 
help to pay for them, supposing the gas was supplied to the public lamps 
at a low charge. 

— CHAIRMAN said that the committee did not propose to alter the 
clause. 

Upon clause 44, 

Mr. CLazBon proposed to add the words “and shall be so free from sul- 
phuretted hydrogen as not to discolour moistened test-paper imbued with 
acetate of lead, when those tests are exposed for one minute to a current o 
gas issuing under a pressure cf 5/10ths of an inch of water.” 

The CuarrMANn inquired if there was not a new process for getting rid 
entirely of sulphuretted hydrogen. : 

Mr. Bartow said sulphuretted hydrogen was an impurity which was 
easily removed. 

Atter some further conversation, the clause as amended was agreed to. 

Mr. Ciapon asked for an amendment, giving the Local Board of Health 
power to appoint a person to go to the works and test the gas at any time 
without giving notice to the company; such testing only to take place in 
the presence of the manager, unless he should fuil to attend within two 
hours after the notice was given. Also to omit the words “ providing there 
should be a requisition from twenty persons.” 

Mr. Survussoxe objected that these alterations ought to have been sub- 
mitted to the promoters beforehand, and that there was no precedent for 
such a clause. 








ing the roads, it was the public who would gain by the passing of the bill | 


and they believed the powers they now asked would enable them effectually 


| gas supplied to any such public lamp should be permitted to pass unre- 


| any meter, such meter should be tested in manner provided by the Act of 


| Gas,” and if found erroneous not to be deemed one of the meters from 
| which the average should be determined. 


Mr. Ciason asked that the price of gas supplied to the public lamps | 





| —" CLABon stated that he had taken the words from the Folkestone 

| Act. 

Mr. Bartow stated that in every opposed gas Act which he had known 

| of in the present session, all notice was dispensed with. 

By the Commitree: They have struck out the notice? 

| Mr. Bartow: There is to be no notice whatever; the words were struck 

| out on these grounds: it was proved that in small works two or three 
hours notice is quite sufficient to enable them to alter the quality of the 
gas; and in a case that has come under my observation lately, 1 may men- 
tion that in two hours gas of 12-candle illuminating power when the notice 
was given became 15-candle. 

The CuHarrMan: Where is the gas drawn from ? 

Witness: It is drawn from the mains 

The Cuarrman: Did the 15-candle remain after it was tested ? 

Witness : No; it was very soon back again to the 12-candle. 

Mr, Surupsoxe stated that he should be ¢ontent with two hours notice 
and that the two justices should remain. 

The CHArrMAN stated that the committee had decided that the local 
board should have the examination of the gas, and that the person ap- 
pointed should have the power to test the gas without notice in the pre- 
sence of the manager, but that, in his absence, he should not commence 
the test for six hours. 

Mr. Ciazon asked that a clause might be inserted as follows :—* The 
company shall, on the request of any owner or occupier of any building 
within the limit of this Act, furnish to such owner or occupier a supply of 
gas to such building, at a rate not exceeding the rate by this Act limited; 
and if the company fail to supply such gas to any such owner or occupier 
within a reasonable time of such request, then, and in every such case, 
on proof before two or more justices of such failure, the company 
shall forfeit such a sum not exceeding £5 as the justices think fit for every 
day, beyond a day to be fixed by such justices, during which such failure 
shall be allowed to continue. Provided always, that the company shall 
not be bound to supply or to continue to supply any gas under the fore- 
going provision to any consumer unless reasonable security for payment 
or the gas to be supplied for three months be given, if required, at the 
cost of the person or persons requiring such supply or continuation of 
supply of gas. Providing also, that the providing and laying all necessar 
service-pipes, except service-pipes to be laid upon any public street, road, 
or highway, and not exceeding in length 25 feet from the company’s 
mains, shall be done by the party requiring the supply.” This clause was 
taken from the Littleborough Act. 

Mr. SHRuBSOLE objected to the clause. The company might be re- 
quired under it to go to an enormous expense in laying mains for the 
benefit of a single individual. He read a clause which he had prepared. 

Mr. CLABon stated that he had no objection to that clause, but suggested 
that the words “referring to public. lamps” should be omitted. He then 
proposed clauses to the effect that the gas supplied to public lamps should 
be consumed by meter, at the option of the local board or the company 
—the meters to be provided and maintained by the local board—to the 
extent of one meter to every 12 lamps; and that should either party re- 
quire a larger proportion of meters to lamps, such party to be at the addi- 
tional expense. ‘That the company should supply proper self-acting regu- 
lators to all public lamps, to the satisfaction of the local board. That the 


strictedly to and from such regulating apparatus, during the whole period 
when such public lamp shall be lighted. That the average amount of the 
indications of all the meters attached to the public lamps under the control 
of the local board shall be deemed the amount consumed by each public 
lamp. And in case of any disputes about the accuracy of registration of 


Parliament entitled, “An Act for regulating Measures used in Sales of 


Mr. SurvcesoLe asked that the engineer might be examined on this 
matter. 

Mr. Hetherington, examined by Mr. SHRUBSOLE. 

Mr. Surusso.e: Will you be kind enough to explain to the committee 
why the operation of these clause would be injurious to the company? 

Witness : In every place where the meter system has been tried it has 
been absolutely unsatisfactory; if there is a meter at all there must be a 
meter at every lamp. The company will not agree to supply by meter on 
the average system, because in almost every place where it has been tried 
it has been unsatisfactory, the meters having registered irregularly. And 
not only so, but if a meter is’placed to a given number of lamps, say 12, 
there is no possibility of regulating the pressure upon all the lamps, so 
that the average is never correctly ascertained. It would be altogether un- 
fair to the company, especially in a place like Slough, where the pressure 
varies owing to the different distances from the mains. Many of our lamps 
are a mile or amile and a half from the works; it is not like the lamps in a 
town where they have the same consumption in two miles that we have in 
our five miles of our mains. 

Mr. Bartow: The system has been introduced in five or more towns; in 
some respects, perhaps, it has not worked satisfactorily, because there has 
been defective means of making the quantity consumed by the metered 
lamps equal to the quantity consumed by the unmetered lamps. There has 
been invented during the last four or five years an instrument called the 
“self-acting pressure regulator,” by which, whether a meter is attached or 
not, the quantity consumed is rendered uniform. The clauses that have 
been read are from the Birmingham and Nottingham Gas Acts of the year 
before last; in both these places where the system has been adopted it is 
working very satisfactorily. I heard the other day from Mr. Hawksley, 
the engineer of the Nottingham Company, who is a very eminent authority, 
that nothing could be more satisfactory to the gas company than the opera- 
tion of those clauses. 

The Cuarrman: Those are two town districts. 

Mr. Bartow: Nottingham extends over a large district, 12 or 15 miles in 
one direction. 

Mr. Broruers: I am myself acquainted with works where the system 
has been in operation, and I have found that in metered lamps the con- 
sumption has been 8 feet per hour, and in the unmetered lamps 3 feet per 
hour. 

Mr. Bartow: Then in that case there must have been defective means 
of equalizing the supply between metered and unmetered lamps. 

By the Commirree: It is admitted that such a thing might occur. 

Mr. Bartow: That it might occur if the self-acting regulating apparatus 
is not adopted. There is an opening and shutting of the tap as in the ordi- 
nary mode, when the regulator is not self-acting. 

By the Commitree: Have these clauses been introduced into the 
Brighton Bill of this Session? 
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Mr. Bartow: They have been in several gas Acts lately. _I have hardly 
known a company that has opposed them of late. 

Mr. Broruers: Under certain restrictions; in cases where the lighting 
and extinguishing has been in the handsof the company. 

Mr. Bartow: It has been done where the lighting and extinguishing 
has been in the hands of the Town Council. 

The CuarrmaAn: Have you seen a self-regulating meter? 

Mr. Broruers: I have never heard of them working in towns the size 
of Slough. They do not answer. 

Mr. Heruerineton: If the board employ their own persons to light and 
extinguish the lamps they can turn them on and off when they please. 
They can turn the unmetered lamps very high and the metered ones very 
low. The board can do what they have done before—put a testing-meter 
to any meter they please. 

The Commirrrke: How long have these regulators been in operation 
anywhere? 

Mr. Bartow: I think one of the London companies has 14,000 of them 
in use, and some of them have been up five or six years. 

St CommirrgE: Were these regulators introduced five or six years 
ago 
Mr. Bartow: It is about that time since they were perfected. They 
are a separate thing to meters. 

Mr. Broruers: We do not object to the regulator, but to the meter. 
The regulator guarantees to the public a certain fixed amount of gas. 

Mr. Bartow: So long as the pressure on the main is up to the point to 
which the regulator is adjusted. If the pressure falls it does not burn the 
quantity. 

Mr. Broruers: I must contradict Mr. Barlowthere. That is the beauty 
of the regulator—that under varying pressures it will show pretty much 
the same. We will take the regulator without the meter. 

Mr. Bartow: It isof no use without the meter, because you do not ensure 
your getting the quantity of gas contracted for. 

Mr. Broruers: If we had foreseen this we could have consulted the in- 
spector of the Imperial Gas Company, and we could have shown that by 
the regulators we could do all that the combined system could do. 

After some further discussion of a conflicting nature, 


To Capital paid up— 





Ordinary shares. . . . . . . £100,000 0 0 
10 per cent. preference ditto . . . 20,000 0 0 
Redeemable ditto . .... - 6,170 0 0 
—_-+—_——- £126,170 0 0 
Loamaccount. . « » se ese ee rs ce ec « 9,000 0 0 
Creditors— 
Onopenaccounts ...... &1,111 1 
On acceptances . . . © « « « 2,093 6 4 
3,204 8 3 
EE 45.5. gs ee eo Oe Re ee OS 55 7 8 
Revenue account— 
For profitto June30 . . . . £3,091 15 4 
Less dividend declared. . . . 2,786 13 10 
Leaving unappropriated . , £305 1 6 
Half year’s net protit to Dec. 30 , 3,167 15 10 
- 3,472 17 4 





£135,902 12 10 


£11,717 4 1 


The CuArRMAN, in moving the adoption of the report, said he had only a 
few observations to make, but those few, he thought, would be of a more 
satisfactory nature than he had been able to offer on some previous occasions. 
The shareholders would perceive from the accounts that the investments had 
increased during the year £798, which arose from the following items :— 
The cost of a new main, rendered necessary in consequence of the extension 
of the company’s business, £228 ; services, £148; new lamps, £395; con- 
struction, £27, The whole of this outlay had been made with the view, of 
course, of increasing the annual income of the company. The value of the 
meters fixed during the past half year was £220 13s.; the increased value 
of office furniture arose from the outlay of £40 in the purchase of a large 
iron safe, and one or two other things required for the office at Bahia. The 
revenue for the first two months of the present year showed a considerable 
improvement over the corresponding period of 1865. The receipts for gas in 
January, 1865, were £1668 1ls.; in the same month of 1866 they were 
£1751 133; in February, 1865, the receipts were £1435, and in 1866 
they amounted to £1629 7s. 6d., being an increase of £279 93. 6d. The 
sale of coke in January, 1865, was £98 18s., and in 1866 it was £113 10s.; 
in February, 1865, it was £66 10s., and in 1866 it was £113 ls., being an 
increase of £61 3s. The item of fittings had also increased, for whereas in 
January, 1865, the amount was £225 18s., in January,1866, it was £203 88. ; 








Dr. Balance-Sheet, to Deeember 30, 1865. 











The CHAIRMAN said that the committee were not prepared on such evi- 
dence to insert the clauses, as the promoters had not had sufficient notice, 

Mr. CLasBon stated that by Mr. Barlow’s testimony the regulators would, 
be of no use without the meters. 

Mr. SHruBsoLE said in that case they would bring up the clause com- 
pelling them to supply gas. 

Mr. CLazon consented to the clause, the words “ any public lamp” being 
omitted. The remaining clauses, as amended, were agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN was directed to report the bill, as amended, to the House 








Miscellaneous News. 


BAHIA GAS COMPANY, LIMITED. 

The Half-Yearly Meeting of Shareholders was held at Offices of the Com- 
pany, Cloak Lane, Cannon Street, London, on Tuesday, April 24—HEnry 
PownaL.t, Esq., in the chair. , P 

The SecreTary (Mr. A. Clarke) having read the advertisement convening 
the meeting, the following report and accounts were presented :— 

The directors have great pleasure in reporting to the shareholders a satisfactory 
improvement in the working of the company during the past half year. 

The balance-sheet for the half year to the 30th of December last, appended to this 
report, shows the financial position of the company. The profits for the half year 
amount to £3167 15s. 10d., which, together with £305 1s. 6d., the unappropriated 
profit of the preceding half year, makes the available balance £3472 17s, 4d. Out 
of this the directors recommend the declaration of a dividend on the preference 
capital, at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum, amounting to £1308 10s., and a divi- 
dend at the rate of 4 per cent. per annum on the ordinary capital of the company, 
amounting to £2000; the balance of £164 7s. 4d. to be carried forward to the profit 
of the succeeding half year. 

The engineer reports the works to be in an efficient state. 

The increase in lighting and total number of lights fixed, to the 30th of December, 


is as follows :— 
Total No. fixed. Increase. 
—o Ue 





Publiclamps . . . + « 4 ‘or oe 
Private lights. . « . « © « $156. . . 524 
Ss ie te. Gr ee ae ee # 

The public lamps have since been increased to 2007, and orders given for 67 more 


Cr. 
By Conesetioh., «6 « s« 6 o 6 teh an en) eee. oS 
Imvestmenmt . se es ew 0 £82,663 1 8 








Freehold land, . . . 6 « « 3,189 2 2 
dace 85,852 3 10 
eee eee ee ee 836 1 4 
Office furniture and fixtures . . . . . 6 «© « +» 275 1 0 
Preliminary expenses . ......... « 1691417 8 
Debtors, for amounts due for fittings, gas-rental, meter- 
rental, and residual products . .... . . . 4,90319 1 
Stock— 
Coals . . 6 + «© © © 0 « © £7,233 7 8 
——— . + b+ © e+ » & o 17% 3 6 
ne 5 6 «a 4 86 @ 6 5,398 16 2 
ng NE ee ae ee eee ee 205 4 0 
Main and service pipes, lamp co- 
lumns, and other materials . 3,164 10 0 
——- _ 16,178 1 4 
Gemeeeeess 4 ce 6 4 tee 6 1,048 0 2 
Depeeees wt tht tle 1,749 12 2 
Cash at bankers— 
General account. . . . . . « £60917 9 
pe ee 55 7 3 
London and Brazilian Bank (Bahia). 479 ll 8 
et 1,144 16 8 





—_——. 


£135,902 12 10 











£11,717 4 1 





Net profit forthe halfyear . .... £3,167 15 10 
Unappropriated last half year a ee: Se 305 1 6 


Dr. Revenue Account, for the Six Months ending December 30, 1865. Cr. 
To Coals carbonized, 1725tons . .....-+ + « £3773 8 9 By Gas supplied to publiclamps . . . . £7,781 15 8 
Dc st te ek we 23 6 2 | Private lighting and public establish- 
on ken. ll a i a 698 5 6 j ae s+ « és 2,498 14 9 
Se ee a 1,170 0 0 — £10,280 10 5 
Wages for labourers, loading coke, &c. oe oe 279 7 7 | EL fos eo Se ee 8 ee Oe 147 18 5 
ia. ts os Se + oe . 1,095 9 6 | ree + » « 6 « « « «6 6 2s 655 16 4 
ee ee ee 400 0 0 | a eh a ce) moat) @ pe, o> Ces “Gee Sa 42 8 7 
i. erg re Oehles ao ele fe oe 1010 0 | I s.  6 et e e t S ee e e 590 10 4 
Rent and taxes 8 ee ee ee ee 7512 9 | 
eR mee we od |e 6 7.0. + a ke 128 5 4 
Setiemery, printing, &e. . 1. wt tlt lth te 34 3 5 | 
Office expenses 6 ee oer ei per bareier” 34 10 10 | 
-.  oatn tages gl ae Oe a 3315 0 | 
IAL 26 hoe a me Ge ee 36 7 9 } 
io feta ks pl bee ge ae me 11212 4 | 
Repairs and maintenance of publiclamps . . .. . 17416 3 | 
es. 3s 6 Rk ke OR Se ea} 336 3 4 | 
Se ne le 78 20:1 
pe 5411 8 } 
aaa | 
£8,549 8 3 | 
Balance—net profit for the halfyear . . . . . . 3,167 1510 
' 
| 
t 
‘ 


For appropriation . ...- . £3,472 17 4 


and whereas in February, 1865, it was only £136, in February, 1866, it 
amounted to £350 10s., being an increase of £192. These items together 
made up a total increase in the two months of 1866, over the corresponding 
period of 1865, of £532 12s.6d. Having regard to this satisfactory progres- 
sion, the directors were very much in hope that the dividend of the company, 
which had been increased up to the very modest rate of £4 per cent., voll 
steadily improve, and although perhaps the business had not grown so fast as 
many of the shareholders could wish, they had great expectation that the ad- 
vance it had made was an earnest of ultimate and permanent prosperity. For 
himself, he confessed that he was impatient, and should be very glad if, in- 
stead of going at a walking pace, they could take a sudden leap, but he felt 
that they must abide the progress of time, and the gradual development of 
their operations, The letters which the directors had received from Mr. 
Jones greatly encouraged them to take a cheerful prospect of their affairs, and 
they were themselves endeavouring, by curtailing in every possible way the 
expenses of the company consistent with the efficiency of their operations, 

to give the shareholders the utmost advantage from the investment of their 

capital. It was very gratifying to be able to state that the inhabitants of 
Bahia were beginning to appreciate the benefits of gas lighting, and of the 

consumption of coke as a fuel. With reference to the condition of the works, 

&c., he would ask the secretary to read an extract from a letter just received 
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= Mr. Jones, which he thought would be very satisfactory to the share- 
olders. 

The SECRETARY accordingly read the extract, which was as follows :— 

In presenting my report upon the state of your works for the half —_ ending 31st 
December, 1865, ie leave respectfully to adopt the words of His Excellency 
the President of the province in his message to the Provincial Assembly, the official 
copy and translation of which is enclosed. “thee 

All the machinery works regularly, and it is the public opinion that, by its sim- 
plicity and security, it insp at fid , and there is no fear of any catas- 
trophe. The ovens, retorts, purifiers, condensers, and gasholders are in a perfect 
state. All these apparatus are capable of supplying a greater quantity of gas than 
is at present required for the actual consumption. The public opinion is convinced 
that the gas is of great utility. 

The angeny 4 read also a further extract in reference’to the cost of lamp- 

lighting at Bahia, in reply to some inquiries made at the last meeting of 
roprietors. 

4 he CHAIRMAN said these extracts he trusted would be satisfactory to the 

shareholders. He did not think that he could add any further informa- 

tion, and he would, therefore, move at once—‘‘ That the report be received 

and adopted.” 

Mr. Croxt seconded the motion. Q 

Mr. F, Witson said although there appeared to have been a considerable 
increase in the amount of public lighting, there was not a corresponding 
increase in the profits of the company. He thought £76 was a very small 
addition taken in connexion with the amount of business done. 

The Secretary said the whole of the public lamps were not fixed till 
December. 

The CuarmMAN said in the accounts for the last half year there were no 
directors fees charged, whereas this half year £400 were put down under 
this head, so that there was at all events an increase in the profits to the 
extent of £476. 

Mr. H. P. StepHenson said the proper way to deal with accounts of this 
kind was to compare the corresponding periods of the two years together. If 
that were done in this case, it would be seen that the working of the last half 
of 1865 showed a very satisfactory progress in the company’s business. The 

rofits for the half year ending December, 1864, were £2323, and in that 
hsif year no directors fees were charged. In the ous accounts the 
profits were £3167, or nearly £800 more, although £400 for directors fees had 
been deducted. 
Mr. F. Witson admitted that these explanations made the position of the 
company appear more satisfactory. 
The CuarrMay, in answer to some inquiries, said the inhabitants of Bahia 
were rather slow in adopting anything new. With regard to coke, it had 
been found very difficult to get them to use it, and one reason was that the 
grates and cooking apparatus employed were not well adapted to that kind of 
fuel. At present the company had not a sale for the whole of the coke pro- 
|duced at the works. He had no doubt that ultimately they would be able 
| to dispose of the whole. 
| Mr. Nrcnorson said he had been requested by a shareholder, who was not 
| present, to call the attention of the meeting to two points—viz., the cost of 
ighting the public lamps and the amount of fees paid to the directors. He 
could not, however, endorse the opinion expressed by this shareholder on 
either point, for, although on the first, the expenses had not decreased in the 
way he should like to have seen, yet, knowing the difficulties surrounding the 
labour question at Bahia, and the impossibility of employing Europeans for 
|this work, on account of the climate, he feared that the company must expect 
\this item always to stand high. He hoped, notwithstanding, that the atten- 
tion of Mr. Jones would be directed to it, with the view of practising the most 
\rigid economy. With regard to the directors fees, he certainly did not be- 
grudge them the amount charged, on the ground that unpaid or ill-paid ser- 
vices were usually of little or no value. ° ‘Although the affairs of the company 
had not developed so rapidly as he could have wished, he thought the present 
aspect was matter rather of congratulation than of complaint. 

After some further conversation, in the course of which it was suggested 
|that as the business of the company in England was of a much more simple 
jand less laborious character than at the outset, it would be well to take ud- 
lof directors, a suggestion which the chairman promised should receive due 
'attention, 
| The motion for the adoption of the report was put, and carried unanimously, 
vw a ~ ‘orc in accordance with the recommendation of the directors was 
'declared. 
| A vote of thanks to the directors was then passed, and, the chairman hav- 
ing acknowledged the same, the proceedings terminated. 

} 














REPORT ON THE GOVERNMENT WATER-WORKS BILL, 1866. 
By Mr. Gort, 
Engineer to the Bradford Corporation Water- Works. 


The bill consists of several distinct parts. ‘The first part, clause No. 3, is 
|intended to make its operation retrospective by defining the size and cha- 
jracter of the reservoirs to which it is to apply, altogether irrespective of the 
| time when they were made. The bill possesses therefore a degree of im- 
ne se to all owners of existing reservoirs, which no other measure of the 

ind has previously done. 

As all large existing works have been made with the consent and under 
\the authority of Parliament, expressly granted for the purpose, it is scarcely 
fair or reasonable for Parliament now to impose new restrictions on the 
owners of such works, without giving them every opportunity of being 
heard, and without first obtaining their consent. It is not at all probable 
that owners would object to any measures of precaution, which could be 
taken for the purpose of preventing accidents, and securing the safety of 
their works, they above all parties are interested in the success of such a 
measure. 

‘The owners have, however, to guard against unnecessary interference 
| with their operations, especially such as might involve them in serious loss, 
both in respect of money and time in bringing their works into use. They 
have also to guard themselves against being made the victims of a panic 
feeling, such as followed the Sheffield calamity, out of which the present 
bill appears to have sprung, and during which the most harmless thing 
[sows a reservoir would be regarded as a symptom of great significance and 
jdanger, 

Any corporation, or company, who has experienced one-half the anxiety 
jand expense which the corporation of this borough has had in connexion 
; With certain parts of their works, with the law as it now stands, will feel 
|it to be a very serious matter to extend the powers of interference in any 
|direction whatever. 

| If some words can be added to clause 3, to limit the application of the 
| bill to reservoirs made under special Acts passed after this Act, all objec- 
jtions, so far as owners are concerned, call of course, be at an end. 








vantage of vacancies at the board to reduce, from time to time, the number | 


The second part of the bill refers to the filling of a reservoir after com- 
pletion, and, as it appears to me, to every subsequent filling of any reservoir, 
which has been — on, after it has been emptied for the purpose of 
being repaired. is, to present owners, is one of the most important parts 
of the bill. As the clauses stand, it would be impossible for any Cee 
reservoir to be made without the penalties being incurred. 

It is sometimes n to shut down the valves and intercept the 
passing of the water during the construction of a reservoir, for the purpose 
of enabling the workmen to work at the channels and other outside parts of 
the reservoir, during which time the water must be stopped back in the 
reservoir. 

The time required for the notices, in the clauses as proposed, would in 
some cases cause the loss of an entire season’s supply. Every one who has 
had experience of reservoirs knows the importance of a month’s time at 
certain periods of the year. 

A single clause requiring notice to be given to the Board of Trade of the 
owner’s intention to fill, or partially fill, any reservoir, is all that would be 
required in any event. On receiving such a notice, the Board of Trade 
would be at liberty to send an inspector to watch the filling of the reservoir, 
and to take any other course they might think proper. 

No one can know whether a reservoir will fold water or not, until it is 
tried. After being allowed and authorized to make a reservoir, the owners 
— to be at liberty to uy it in their own way, and, if it proves to be sound 
and water tight, there will be no further trouble to any one. 

The provisions of the bill would, in such a case, cause delay in bringing 
the work into use, from which serious loss and inconvenience might result 
to the owners and persons depending on it for their water supply. 

If, however, it is found to be impracticable to obtain the Tubstitution of 
such a clause, for the clauses as they now stand in the bill, I should suggest 
the following alterations :— 

Clause 4.—The last sentence in this clause is wholly mney. Any 
reservoir may be filled to one-third or one-half the vertical height of the 
embankment without danger, and may frequently be so partially filled wi 
advantage to the owners. The words, ‘‘ but not to the filling or partial 
filling of the reservoir during storms, when it is not in the power of the 
owners to prevent it, nor to the temporary filling or partial filling of the re- 
servoir for the purposes of and during its construction,’’ should be added. 

Clause 5.—This clause should be altered to read thus: ‘‘ When the owners 
of a reservoir, not completed and filled before the passing of this Act, are 
desirous of filling it, or in the case of a store or service reservoir, when the 
owners are desirous of partially filling such reservoir for use before its com- 
pletion, they may give notice in writing to the Board of Trade of their in- 
tention so to do.’ 

Clause 6 would then require to be altered as follows:—‘‘If the owners 
fail to give such notice, they shall be liable,” &c. 

Clause 7.—After the above, alterations would be unnecessary. 

Clause 8.—The same. 

Clause 9.—The same. 

Clause 10 should be altered thus: ‘‘If during the filling of the reservoir, 
the resorvoir should prove to be defective and should become dangerous, the 
inspector of the Board of Trade shall have power to stop the further filling, and, 
in case of imminent danger, to draw down the water, in the event of the 
owners, or their agents, refusing to do so. The inspector shall thereupon 
report to the Board of Trade, and the Board of Trade shall, if they think 
fit, certify, &c.”’ 

Clause 11.—The imposition of penalties, by the several clauses of the 
bill, ought to be op d. These cl , With some others, are an indica- 
tion of the spirit of. opposition to and distrust of owners in which the bill 
has been conceived, and which owners must feel they in no respect deserve. 

Clause 12 should be: ‘‘ After the owners have executed such works as they 
may think necessary to remedy the defects, they may again give notice to 
| the Board of Trade of their intention to fill the reservoir, and the provisions 
| of this Act, &c.” 
| Clause 13.—Add the words ‘or trial,’’ after inspection. 
| Clause 14.—The inspection being for and on behalf of the public, and in 

no respect for the advantage or benefit of the owners, the costs ought to be 
| paid for out of the public funds. This, however, is not a very important 


matter. 
Additional Lands. 
| Clauses 15 to 20.—No objection. 


| Inspection of Dangerous Reservoirs by the Board of Trade. 


Clause 21.—No alteration required. 

Clause 22.—No alteration required. 

Clause 23 should be so altered as to allow the Board of Trade first to 
direct the owners to do what the clause requires; and if the owners neglect 
or refuse to comply with such order or direction, then they shall direct some 
fit person, &c. As the clause stands, the Board of Trade does no appear to 
be at liberty to communicate with the owners, but is bound to direct some 
fit person, whoever that may mean. 

Clauses 24 and 25.—It should be made clear in these clauses, as well as in 
the preceding one, that there is no authority given to any one, to alter or in- 
terfere with the structure of the reservoir, or to order or execute any work 
for the purpose of making good any defect in the reservoir, but only to do 
such works and things as are necessary for obviating danger. 

An additional clause ought to be added here, providing that the Board of 
Trade shall not proceed to the giving of any direction, or the making of any 
such order, without the owners of the reservoir having any opportunity of 
being heard on the complaint. 

Clause 26.—No alteration. 

Clause 27.—No alteration. 

Clause 28.—No alteration. 

Clause 29.— Vide remarks about clause 14. 

Inspection of Dangerous Reservoirs by Justices. 

Clause 30.—No alteration. 

Clause 31.—No alteration. 

Clauses 32, 33, and 34, to be limited as stated for 24 and 25. 

Clause 35.—No alteration (subject to appeal clause being altered). 

Clause 36.—No alteration. 

Clause 37.—No alteration. 

Clauses 38, 39, and 40.—These clauses should be altered, to make the ap- 
peal to the Board of Trade, instead of the Quarter Sessions. 

The time which might be lost before an appeal could be heard at Quarter 
Sessions, is alone a sufficient reason why this should be altered. It is, how- 
ever, desirable to have an appeal to an authority of a different character to 
that which made the decision, and where the influence of the authority ap- 
pealed against would not be represented. - 

No alterations are suggested in the following clauses, unless clause 46 











could be in some respects modified to make the liabilities of owners some- 
what more definite. 
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I do not see that the Board of Trade could do much under the pro- 
posed bill. They could prevent a reservoir being used after it had been 
made, and so involve the owners in a serious loss, not only in money, by 
rendering their expenditure useless, but in preventing the supply of water 
being given to the s for whom the works had been made, and perhaps 
also rendering the owners liable to compensation claims from parties whose 
interests had been interfered with in the making of the works. 

The responsibilities and liabilities of owners in connexion with their 
works constitute the best guarantee for the public safety, inasmuch as they 
are, for their own satisfaction and success, bound to secure the best over- 
sight, and the best work they are able to obtain. An Act of Parliament, to 
be of use, ought, amongst other things, to provide for reservoirs being pro- 
perly made, and made in ay we situations. After a reservoir has been com- 

leted, it will generally ‘ound to be too late to prevent accidents by 
egislation. 

April, 1866, 


SINGAPORE GAS COMPANY, LIMITED. 
The Fourth Ordinary General Meeting of this Company was held at the 
en Tavern, on Friday, April 27—H. P. SrerHENsoN, Esq., in the 
chair. 
Mr. R. Kine (the seeretary) having read the notice convening the meeting, 
the following report and statement of accounts were taken as read :— 


The directors have the satisfaction of reporting continued progress in the lighting 
of Singapore, for particulars of which they refer to the report annexed, from their 
engineer and manager, Mr. E. J. Wells, dated Feb. 5, 1866. 

he directors going out of office by rotation are Messrs. Robert John Clarke, John 
Nicol, and Alexander Erskine Stephenson, and these gentlemen, being eligible for 
re-election, offer themselves for the support of the shareholders. j 

The present auditors, Messrs. William Thomas Morrison and Alfred Williams, 
retire from office according to the Articles, and, being eligible for re-election, offer 
themselves to the shareholders for that purpose. 

The balance-sheet to Dec. 31, 1865, and appended to this report, shows the 
financial position of the company. The profits for the year are £1731 12s. 10d., 
which, together with £25 18s. 3d., the unappropriated profit of the preceding year, 
makes the available balance £1757 lls. 1d. Out of this sum the directors recom- 
mend the declaration of a dividend at the rate of 74 per cent. per annum on amounts 
paid up on the preference capital, and a dividend at the rate of 3 per cent. per annum 
on the original capital, all free from income-tax ; the balance of £172 1s, 6d. to be 
carried forward to the profit of the succeeding half year. 








Rerort or ENGINEER AND MANAGER. 
To H. P. Stephenson, Esq., Chairman, and the Directors of the Singapore 
Gas Company, Limited. 

Gentlemen,—I have the honour to lay before you my report for the first year’s 
working, ending Dec. 31, 1865. Itis —_ atifying to me to be able to report that 
the undertaking thus far has been a decided success; in fact I may say it has even 
exceeded my expectations, and also those of the shareholders in Singapore. The 
returns for the past year, and the continued demand for gas, fully justify me in say- 
ing that the concern will be highly remunerative. 

Taking into consideration the mixed population of Singapore, and the prejudices 
of the natives upon the introduction of any new undertaking, from the fear they 
have that it will interfere with their religious tenets—the fact that Malays, Klings, 
, Armenians, Parsees, Javanese, Bengalese, Jews, and other classes of natives 
are consumers of gas, speaks for itself. Gas has also been introduced into the Hindoo 
and Mahomedan temples. 

I think it will be gratifying to the directors and shareholders, in taking a review 
of the past year, to note the progressive state of the concern, in the number of houses 
lighted and in the steady increase of the gas-rental. There is another feature which 
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shows the appreciation of gas—that is, the additional lights that are monthly fixed | of the undertaking.—I have the honour to remain, gentlemen, yours obediently, 
by persons already consumers, : Gas- Works, Singapore, Feb. 5, 1866. E. J. WEtts. 
Dr Balance-Sheet, December 31, 1865. Cr. 
To Capital— By Cashatbankers . . ...e«. . £1,2%113 9 
£5 per share paid on 8471 shares. . £42,355 0 0 Ditto in hands of secretary. . . . . 11 10 10 
£4 ” ” 10 » + « 40 0 0 Billsvecsivatle . . . s+ © © « © 3,000 0 0 
£3 is es - ia + © 30 0 0 £4,253 4 7 
£1 ” ” 468, ° 468 0 0 ESS cha eis ee wae Se 166 111 
— £42,893 0 0 Works and apparatus ... £23,074 4 9 
8959 shares, Freight, insurance, andcharges . . . 4,054 11 11 
a —_——— _ 27,128 16 8 
Debenture bonds. . . . + + © «© «© « « © 0 4150 08 0 Preliminary expenses and law charges. . . . . 828 12 8 
PE Ss 2 6 es ee eee 6 ce 18117 3 Advertising and broker’scommission . . .... 263 3 0 
ae a ae 778 11 5 Salaries, passage-money of engineer and workmen to 
pe ee ee ee ee ee ee ee | ae | Singapore, travelling expenses and wagesin England. 5,095 3 6 ' 
Rent of offices, land, stationery, general charges; au- 
ditors, directors, and local committee fees; rates and 
ta a ss we sk ne o Cow es se, ees 
Lossonexchange. . .... — é 91 5 2 
Interest on capitaland loans . , covewe «+ Ces 
Stockonhand. . ..... a - « 4,546 3 9 
Retortaccount .... «e+. -« e — 410 0 0 
RE a ee eee a 886 7 8 
PDS Sas Gr Se 4g we GS \ seo 52 6 3 
Gas-meter rental, fittings, and sundries under collection, 1,621 11 0 
£49,760 19 9 £49,760 19 9 
Dr. Profit and Loss Account, from January 1 to December 31, 1865. Cr. 
To Coalcarbonized . . « © « « + oo w « « RON 8 ' By Balance at profit and loss, Dec. 31, 1864, £9615 2 
ih bet ee) gad el, ea oe 147 2 | Less amount declared as dividend . . 70 16 11 
Trade and general charges. . , . a 286 112 8 | 2518 3 
Rent, rates,andtaxes ...... . oo 185 13 1 CORE... 5. 6 eo ce se 6 es ~~ OS S 
ect. auth -tani,-mien,. Al a a a ae 260 10 0 Products, profit on fittings, andsundries . . . . . 1,868 2 5 
and collector’scommission . . . . 2... 758 17 7 
Saw ee & ee eee ee ce, eS I 
ae @ © @ 6 eee ue. OM 95 4 6 | 
Bad debts and allowances . . . . . wwe te ec 4310 | 
ie ot x. wr ke ae le 10 0 0 
Balance—profit for appropriation. . . .... . 41,7571) 1 | 
£5,990 15 0 £5,990 15 0 
The CHarrMAN, in moving the adoption of the report, said the directors | tures to the amount of £4000, and the item “sundry creditors” had increased 
had arranged that the future meetings of the company should be held half | to the extent of £500. There was, therefore, a total increase on the debit 
yearly. Although on the — occasion they could only recommend the | side of about £12,500. On the other hand, it would be seen that the item 
ayment of a 3 cent. dividend = the ordinary shares, the directors | ‘bills payable,” which was a very unsatisfactory item in the former balance- 
elt that they could congratulate the shareholders upon the progress of the | sheets, had been reduced to the extent of £6000, while they had more cash in 
concern during the last twelve months. The works were opened on the 24th | haud and bills receivable by £3500 than on the previous occasion. e 
of May, 1864, and the first six months operations showed a rental at the | net increase on this side, therefore, was about £3500, which had 
rate o perannum, The present balance-sheet showed a rental at the | arisen from the expense incurred in fixing a new engine and boiler, 
rate of £4000 per annum. This had been gradually advancing, and it might | erecting an additional coal-store and exhauster, and for mains and 
be said that the company commenced the year 1866 with a rental of £6000. | services in the district. The shareholders would observe that some 
Of course at the outset of a company, when the rental was very small, the | of the shares were paid up in full, while others had only a certain 
expenses of management were almost as heavy as when it became very much | sum paid up on them. This might lead to the idea that there were heavy 
larger, and, therefore, they had not realized so much proat as they might | arrears of calls on some of the shares, but that was not the case. The arrears 
naturally look for in future times, By reference to the balance-sheet, it | on calls on the 31st of December were only £10, and that had been since paid 
would be seen that 8959 shares had been issued, of which 2000 were prefer- | up. The fact was, the directors had felt it desirable, if possible, to obtain 
ence shares, and that the capital had increased to the extent of £8000 over | shareholders among the consumers of gas at Singapore, and they therefore 
he amount shown on the last occasion. The directors had also issued deben- | gave the local committee the option of issuing a certain number of ordinary 
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The private rental for the month of December, 1864, was 570°03 dollars; and for | 
the month of December, 1865, it had reached 1358'40 dollars—an increase of nearly | 
140 per cent., or an average increase of 65°70 dollars for each month in the year 
1865. The number of private lights on the Ist of January, 1865, was 1325; on the 
Ist of January, 1866, the number was 2694—being an increase in the year of 1369 
lights, independent of private lamps and cooking-stoves. Gas is also now exten- 
sively used for illuminations by the Chinese, and also for their wyongs (or theatres), | 
a device having been made in the Chinese characters, which has given great | 
satisfaction. 

The contract for the public lamps was completed on the 13th of December, and 
there is now nightly burning 339 lamps. As the collection of the gas- | 
rental, &c., this has been satisfactory, as the amounts have been paid monthly, | 
without resorting to legal proceedings. | 

The fitting account for the yearhas been a source of good profit, and all the fittings | 
on hand are of. a saleable nature. The products have met with a ready sale, and at | 
fair prices. Upon the soundness of the mains and services, I have only to refer you 
to my monthly reports. 

Upon the general lighting, additional lights are ordered for the convict jail. The 
lighting of the fort was included in the budget for 1866 and 1867, and will be pro- , 
ceeded with immediately, upon advices being received from the Indian Govern- | 
ment; 1 have already prepared for it by laying a main to the foot of the hill, We | 
have a considerable number of orders on hand from private establishments. The 
whole of the works, apparatus, and machinery cannot possibly be in a better con- 
dition for produce and supply than at present; by frequent tarring, the gasholder 
and wrought-iron work is kept in a good state of preservation. The two lots of 
land on the Kallang Road have been secured, and the boundary-wall can now be 
completed. Upon the river frontage there are four lots of land adjoiing the com- 
pany’s property and Rochore Bridge ; they have been sec at a moderate price, 
and will be a great improvement to the property, and secure the river froutage to 
the bridge. Upon the works for the present year, I would beg to recommend the 
extension of the mains to the Tanglin district ; it is the quarter where the principal 
Europeans reside, who have been anxious for gas for a long time past. In this dis- 
trict is the German Club and also the European barracks, which will probably be 
used when the island is handed over to the Colonial Office ; independent of this, it 
will be a district that will pay very well, and we shall get a number of additional 
public lamps. | 

There is also another district, called Princeps Hill; there are several Europeans 
residing here who are anxious for gas. The present main is at the foot of the hill. | 

I have sent in an estimate to lay mains down to Whampoa’s, which is in the 
Sirangoon Road, to enable him to light his establishments with gas ; it is situated 
1500 yards from the works. I have not yet received his reply as to what proportion 
of the expense he will bear. | 

I now beg to lay before you the general statements for the year’s working. | 

Loss by leakage, &c., 8°3 per cent., as shown by returns :— 





| 
| 





New Mains laid. 
Fer ee ee ee ee eee 
er Ba ee iat sor baie =) ee oe 
hee eee et 


The increase in lighting and total number of lamps fixed, to the 31st of December, 


1865, is as under :— 
Increase. Total Number. 
+ “ee 3 ew ww aa 





Publiclamps . . eae 1 

Houses lighted. . . + «oe w~ 2 341 
Private lights . . o + « «ae a a ene 
Ditto lamps . $e eee ® 6 ie a 
Cooking-stoves. . . es ae | 


I have to apologize for my lengthened report, trusting the details as given, and 
the general statements forwarded, will prove satisfactory ; and, in conclusion, I 
think no better proof is wanted of the prospect of a good dividend than the sale o 
the 500 ordinary shares, in December, 1865. These were offered to the public here 
at par, and were all taken up in three days, although the current rate of interest at 
Singapore is 12) percent. This is quite a convincing proof of the opinion held here 
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shares, with £1 each paid up, in order to enlist as far as they could the sym- 
pathies of the population there. By Mr. Wells’s report it would be seen 
that those shares were readily taken up in a few days, which the directors 
looked upon asa very favourable feature. Those shares, as more money was 
required, would be called upon and ultimately paid up in full. Since Christ- 
mas, £300 or £400 of debenture bonds had been paid off. With regard to 
the probable future expenditure on capital account he might state that, under 
Mr. Wells’s advice, the directors contemplated sending out an extra serubber, 
steam-engine, boiler, and exhauster, and also toextend the mains, particularly 
in the European districts near Singapore, where the consumption of gas was 
expected to be considerable. The necessary outlay under these heads during 
the next twelve months would be about £3500. Turning to the profit and 
loss account, he thought he might fairly congratulate the proprietors on the 
position of affairs. On the last occasion the profits were at the rate of some- 
thing like £200 a year, now they were £1757, or nearly 8} times as large, 
and the increase still continued, while the expenditure of the company was 
not increased in anything like that proportion. Having referred to various 
items in this account and pointed out the improvements which had taken 
place, the chairman said the directors were by degrees gaining experience in 
reference to the markets for coal. They had found that it would not be ad- 
vantageous to the company to keep a large stock of English coal on hand, 
because of the deterioration which takes place from the effect of the climate. 
They bad tried the Labuan coal and were satisfied with the quantity and 
illuminating power of the gas produced by it, but they found that they got 
no coke from it. The Labuan Company had charged them a very high price 
for it—9} dollars per ton; but the latest advices stated that c had sup- 
plied them with 100 tons at 7 dollars, or something like 31s. 6d. per ton, 
whereas English coal cost 36s., and cannel 40s. They had also tried the 
Australian market, and they would from time to time, as freights between 
Singapore and England were favourable, obtain a supply from either source. 
In conclusion he stated that the directors, upon consideration, had thought 
it right to vary the recommendation in their report with reference to the 
preference shares, the dividend upon which would not, as in the case of the 
ordinary shares, be paid free of income-tax. 

Mr. Cook, the deputy-chairman, seconded the motion. 

Mr. Grrrarp said he was exceedingly gratified with the report and with 
the information furnished by the chairman, and only regretted that in the 
former there was no specific reference to their excellent manager, to whom 
he felt the company were under great obligations. He should take the oppor- 
tunity before the close of the meeting to move a vote of thanks to Mr. Wells. 
The CHarRMAN said the directors cordially concurred in such a proposition, 
and felt that such an expression on the part of the shareholders was 
thoroughly deserved. In mo | to a shareholder he said they did not <~ 
to create any additional capital to meet the outlay he had spoken of. They 
had in hand, or in bills receivable, £4253, which, after the payment of divi- 
dend, would leave a balance of £2700, and they could call up £2000 on the 
shares issued in Singapore if they needed it. 

The motion was then put, and carried unanimously ; the retiring directors 
and auditors were re-elected, and a vote of £150 was taken for the remune- 
ration of the local committee at Singapore during the past year. 

Mr. Grrrarp then moved—‘ That the thanks of this meeting are due, 
and are hereby cheerfully given to Mr. Wells the company’s engineer at 
Singapore, for his praiseworthy and indefatigable labours in bringing to a 
successful issue the company’s undertaking ; that this resolution be entered 
n the minute-book, and that the Secretary be requested to communicate the 
ame to Mr. Wells.” 








ANNUAL STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS, 


Showing the Actual State and Condition of the Concerns of the Great Central Gas Consumers Company, for the Twelve Months 
ended the 31st Day of December, 1865. 


I. Caprra.—State of the Account at the End of the above Twelve Months. 


Mr. Huuerr seconded the resolution, which was very cordially adopted. 


The CHAIRMAN, in submitting the vote for approval, said he felt it right 
on his own account and on behalf of his colleagues to say that they most 
heartily endorsed every word that had been said in praise of Mr. Wells. 
They felt that the company were deeply indebted to him as well for the 
systematic and business-like way in which he conducted the works as for 
the manner in which he strove on all occasions to further the interests of | 





the proprietors. He (the chairman) was connected with several foreign gas 
companies, and he could safely say that he bad never seen more diligence 
and general attention to business details manifested by any officer placed in 
a similar position to that occupied by Mr. Wells, and he believed that the | 
ultimate success of this undertaking would be mainly attributable to his | 
exertions. 

Mr. Huxett said he thought every preties must be highly satisfied with 
the results exhibited in the balance-sheet laid before the meeting, and he 
felt sure that the greatest credit was due to the directors for the able manner 
in which they bad conducted the affairs of the company. He had, therefore, 
much pleasure in moving a vote of thanks to them for their services. 

Mr. Payne seconded the motion, which was unanimously adopted, and 
the chairman acknowledged the same. 

A vote of thanks was also given to Mr. King, the engineer and secretary» 
which having been acknowledged, thanke were given to the chairman, and 
the proceedings terminated. 





GREAT CENTRAL GAS CONSUMERS COMPANY. 


The Half-Yearly Meeting of this Company was held at the London Tavern, 
on Friday, April 27—Alderman Daxtn in the chair. 

The Secretary (Mr. Massey) _— read the advertisement convening 
the A. mmore the following report and statement of accounts were pre- 
sented :— 


The directors beg to submit for your consideration the yearly balance-sheet and 
statement of revenue account, audited by the same public accountants, who have‘ 
from the commencement of the company’s operations, been ly to 
examine and certify the correctness of the accounts. The rental for the past twelve 
months, as compared with the corresponding period of 1864, shows an increase of 
£4827 9s.1ld. The net revenue for the half year to Christmas last, deducting the 
working expenses, repair of works, it, &c., amounts to £12,133 lls. 6d., from 
which the directors recommend that a dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum 
be declared, and be payable to the proprietors on the 2lst day of May next. The 
balance of £2133 11s. 6d. will be carried over to the next half year. 

In the last report it was stated the price of gas would be reduced at Christmas 
last to 4s. per 1000; that reduction took place accordingly, and, so far as the directors 
can at present ascertain, an increased consumption ma’ be fairly anticipated; and, 
should no extraordinary expenditure be ee pee the directors expect they may 
enabled to give the consumers the benefit of another reduction in price, agreeably to 
the notice given to them in our circular of the 15th of November last. 

The shareholders will be aware that a co; the House of Commons has 
been appointed to “inquire into the operation and results of the Metropolis Gas 
Act, 1860.” Your directors are satisfied that the investigation must be favourable 
to this company, as their proc have been ue in accordance with the 
Acts of Parliament. The Corporation of London Gas Bill is referred to the same 
committee. 

The directors are glad to re that the works, plant, &c., are in a thorough 
repair, and in an efficient state for the due supply of gas to the consumers. 

Four of your directors—Mr. Alderman Dakin, Mr. Alderman Gabriel, Mr. Ben- 
noch, and Mr. Warren—retire, as provided by the Com Clauses Act, and, 
being eligible for re-election, offer themselves accordingly. 



































Statute or Authority under which raised. F —— a. ont. » 4 | Total Capital. 
| 
Pat terteenetencantesas sted MET @ Au. | £200,000 | £200,000 0 0 
| 
(14th & 15th Vict., cap. 69., 1851.) | | 
i 
Rate per Cent.| Amount. 
| 
Ps" 6 o 6 ks. @ @ 6 6 4 8 ee eee eee ee owe ee 000 0 0 
Profitscapitalized : ; ) . ae ere sor ceges ess 08 Ue ees e “Tene. 
ee a ae Total capital £266,000 0 0 
II. Revenve.—Account during the above Twelve Months. 
INCOME. , 
Balances brought forward— Management— iene 
rve-fund . . £ 627 41 Directors allowances . . . . - £1,500 0 0 
Revenue account . .. . 527 11 5 Salary of secretary andclerks . , 1,374 0 0 } 
Dividend ditto . . ... 17,017 4 0 Collectors commission and pay . . $99 10 2 
Sale of gas— —— £18,171 19 6 oom, aa, and taxes of offs: ; $23 2 6 
ding stati 
Common gas, at 4s. 6d. per 1000 feet. £72,325 19 0 it... Wann 
Public lighting and under contracts. 9,738 16 11 Payment toauditors ..... 75 2 6 
< ——————_ 82,064 15 11 —_———_ £5,753 13 1 
Ditto of fate! | meen —— Manufacture of gas— 
eand breeze ..., 19, ll 4 Coals, ineluding carriage, dues, &c. £36,5550 9 
Tar and ammoniacal liquid 4,977 010 Purifying materials... . 617 2 38 
¥ ? 24,323 12 2 Su; mandlabour ... . 11,913 6 0 
Miseellaneous receipts . 6 2 0 + 0 + + + @ © @ 218 1 4 Stores, tools, implements, and ordi- 
nary repair and maintenance of 
a: > >» ¢ » . - «< * 2,970 11 0 
Rents, rates, and taxes of manufac- 
rr aaa 1,398 3 2 
: 53,454 3 2 
Distribution, including service-mains, pipes, 
am and ordinary repair and maintenance . £6,383 19 7 
eters— 
Restoring and replacing . . e 869 13 7 
2 7,253 13 2 
Law and parliamentary charges ... . 282 9 6 
Interest paid from profits, on £66,000 bor- 
rowed capital, at 5 pereent. . . . . 3,300 0 0 
Wood Street fire—fifth instalment. . . ,. 4,750 0 0 
a Arbitrators award—finalinstalment . . , 517 10 6 
Totalincome . . » » + 6 6 « 6 + .&12%4,778 811 —_———_ 3,850 0 0 
Dittoexpenditure. . . . . . 6 « « « 122,64417 Balance for shareholders profit. . . . . . » + « « 47,333 8 0 
cxpueiannainedits EEN 
Balance torevenuenext year... .... . . . £2133 11 6 Totalexpenditure, . . . « « » « » «Ml22,64417 5 
== 
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Balance for shareholders profitasabove. . »« « « « »« £47,333 8 0 


£47,333 8 0 


The CuarnMAN: Gentlemen, in moving the adoption of this report, I am 
afraid that with all my ingenuity I shall not discover much to say to you; I 
do not see the ground for many observations. I always find that when com- 
panies are in prosperous circumstances short speeches and short: meetings are 
the rule, and therefore I am glad that on this occasion we shall have this 
evidence of prosperity. The report states to you a satisfactory fact—viz., 
that the rental for the past twelve months, compared with the corresponding 
period of 1864, shows an increase in the rental of £4827 9s. 8d. This is very 
gratifying, because as we are not in a state of compétition this increase arises 
entirely from the enlarged demand for and consumption of gas. Then, as 
you will perceive, the result of our operations is that we have the customary 
balance to pay the customary dividend, and when I state that this is arrived 
at while keeping your works in perfectly substantial repair, and after paying 
all the charges and outgoings of the company, I think you will agree with 
me that it is highly satisfactory. There is one item in the account to which 
I must briefly refer, and that is the sum of £4517 10s. 6d., which now appears 
for the last time under the head of “arbitrators award.” It is very gratify- 
ing to us to have been able to pay the large sum which was unexpectedly 
thrown upon us by that award. You will remember that in the early period 
of our company, when Mr. Croll was our contractor, he engaged to supply gas 
of the quality then regulated by the Actof Parliament under which we worked, 
and he was to supply that at a given price—Is. 44d. into the gasholder, or 
1s, 9d. per 1000 at the consumers meters. Well, gentlemen, he made this 
stipulation, that if he chose to givea higher illuminating power than required 
by the Act he should be paid for the same after the shareholders had had 
their 10 per cent. There is no doubt that Mr. Croll did in the exercise of 
his judgment or his generosity give a larger amount of illuminating power 
atthat time than the Act of Parliament required, or than we were under obli- 
gation to do, and when at the end of seven years his contract terminated, he 
applied to us to pay for this extra illuminating power, along with other 
charges. Our answer was, that we had not paid our shareholders 10 per cent., 
but very much shortof it, and under the agreement we were not bound tocomply 
with his request. The arbitrators, however, took a different view of the matter 
and they awarded him a sum of between £10,000 and £11,000. Now, from this 
circumstance, it is clear that from that time to the present we have been 
paying out of our profits for the extra illuminating power given to the public 
during the first seven years of our operations. And I make this remark 
because it is sometimes thrown at us that we gave the consumers this very 
me gas before we charged 4s. 6d. It is very true we did; but then we 

ave been paying for it now out of the 4s, 6d., and I say that it is a very 
satisfactory statement that the last instalment of that payment is now 
reported to you. When we were supplying gas at 4s., I remember that one 





IIL, Drvipenps.—Account of all Dividends actually Paid in the above Twelve Months. 








Dividends declared Apriland October . .., . . £37,333 8 0 
Balance to next year’saccount. . ..... 10,000 0 0 
£47,333 8 0 





upon the resources of the company will be extinguished with the present 
year. There is one more payment to be made with respect to it, and when 
that is disposed of we shall be able to run our course unincumbered with 
weights, and I believe we shall do it with that success which has attended 
the more difficult and struggiing periods of our career. Now, gentle- 
men, it is a great satisfaction to your directors, referring to these back times, 
to feel that they are at length in a position to reduce the price of gas from 
4s, 6d. to 4s, hile we felt we had a duty, as entrusted with your affairs, 
to take that which Parliament said we were to have for the increased quality | 
of gas we were called upon to give, we fall back with more satisfation to our- | 
selves to that normal and familiar price to us of 4s.; and we have still fur- | 
ther satisfaction, now that we are relieved from these heavy charges, as the | 
consumption of poems and everything is going on prosperously, I] 
in hoping—nay, I may use a stronger word, in expecting—that next year, if | | 
all goes well, and we are not subjected to any large and unlooked-for || 
expenditure, we shall be able to reduce the price a further 6d. still. Iam || 
sure nothing will be more satisfactory to your directors than that. We are | 
all engaged in the commerce and trade of the City of London—we are all | 
mixed up with its concerns—and it will be our greatest satisfaction to do | 
what we can for the public, while performing that duty which we owe to you | | 
as shareholders. There is one matter to which we are all alive, and to | 
which I may briefly allude, and that is the inquiry now going on before a! 
committee of the House of Commons into the gas supply of the metropolis. | 
The committee have sat four days, and the oe companies of London gene- | 
rally are open to inquiry as to the way in which they have discharged their | 
duties. e make not the slightest complaint that Parliament has thought 

fit to review the legislation of 1860. We think it is within the province and | 
the functions of Parliament periodically to review any legislation, and to see | 
whether it has worked well for the public, and just towards those who have | 
been concerned in it. We make no complaint at all of that. The complaint || 
we do make, and which we feel, is that the corporation of the City of Lon- || 
don should advance its own funds for the purpose of entering into active 

competition in commercial enterprise with the gas companies. This we do | 
feel is what we had no right to expect, and which we believe the Legislature | 
will not permit. We find no fault with the shape which matters have now 

taken, and we believe the inquiry now going on in the House of Commons | | 
will be satisfactory to all parties—that we shall have no ground of complaint, | | 
and that the public will be satisfied. If that is so, it will put an end to || 
those questionings and heart-burnings which sometimes arise when people | | 
discuss subjects, and do not know what they are talking about. We shall || 
have evidence given under the solemn sanction of an oath, and a report of | | 
the result of the inquiry, and we have every confidence that it will eventuate | | 
satisfactorily. With these remarks I beg to move—‘‘ That the report and || 
accounts be received and adopted, and that a dividend be now declared at the | 
rate of 10 per cent. 7 annum for the half year ending the 3lst of December | | 
last, payable on and after the 21st of May next.” ’ || 


Alderman GaBRIEL seconded the motion, which was put, and carried || 
unanimously. | 
































































































































half year we only gave you 1} per cent. dividend, and the average divi | 
+ Serene, & ge dividends h iring directors‘were re-elected, and a cordial vote of thanks to the 
from the commencement up to the present time, with the 4s. 6d. price which a gee ie neh wate | 
we have now reduced, has been something a little under 9 per cent. There- — 
fore, in point of fact, when persons now complain of the directors, and of the The CuarrMAN: Gentlemen, on behalf of my colleagues and on my own || 
omnes at large, that we have taken an undue amount from the consumers, | behalf I beg leave to thank you for this mark of yourconfidence. We expect || 
they forget that the first bargain made with you (and I see some of the | in times of prosperity to be well received, but I shall never forget that in the | | 
original proprietors here, who know the truth of what I say) was that while | time of trial and adversity we received the proofs of your constancy and fide- 
we supplied gas of the quality proposed you should have 10 per cent. upon | lity, and then it was most deeply prized by us. We feel that the support you | | 
your capital. We have not had 10 per cent., but, as I say, we have had | gave us, through evil report and through good report, helped us on to our | | 
something like 9 per cent. from the commencement, and we are not open to | present state of success, a success which I hope will attend us for many years | | 
any such charge as persons—who, after all, know nothing about it—make | tocome. You may depend upon it that the best efforts of the directors will | | 
against us, when they say we are robbers, and greedy, and take more than | be devoted to protect your interests, and to discharge efficiently those duties, | 
we ought to do from the public. There is another item in these accounts— | which as a great public body in the City of London we ought to discharge, 80 | | 
Wood Street fire—fifth instalment.” I am happy to say that heavy charge ' as to reflect credit on the choice you have made. | 
= — = —_——-—. sane = = — | 
. 
° | 
Brice Current 
—_——$ 
CASTINGS,—Per Ton. GAS COALS.—Per Ton. | FREIGHTS. 
Average Weight ay pi. y = = | Coastwise—Newcastle—Per Ton:— | 
ge Weight of Cast-iron Gas-pipes, per Yard. Newcastle.—Unscreened : | acai aR MIRE .oc0cecaeese be 7 j 
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, i : 20 0 
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Dr. WHITMORE’s REPORT ON THE QUALITY OF THE GAS SUPPLIED IN 
Sr. MARYLEBONE, IN Marcu, 1866:— 





Illuminating Power in | Mean Pressure in 











| Sperm Candles. 10ths of an inch. 
MARcH. ,*Mean of | | | 
24 Obser-| Highest.| Lowest. Highest.) Lowest. 
| vations. | | 
Imperial Company’s gas... .| 14°27 | 16°52 | 12°41 | 20°41 | 8°37 
Chartered Co.’s common gas. . 12°68 14°12 11°75 | 36°67 13°51 
Chartered Co.’s cannel gas. . . 22°22 25°80 20°33 | 32°18 { 12°86 
| { 








* Each observation consists of 10 readings of the phot ter. 


The illuminating power of the three gases supplied to the parish during 
the past month has varied but little from that of the month preceding. The 
— Company’s gas has on four occasions given a light equal in intensity 
to 15 candles; twice it was over 16 candles, and twice only it was below 13 
candles. The common gas of the Chartered Company was three times below 
the standard; eight times it exceeded 13 candles, once it was over 14 candles, 
and on fourteen other occasions it was about half a candle above the standard. 
The cannel gas of the same company has maintained a very good illumi- 
nating power throughout the atath. The pressure of all the gases has been 
satisfactory. As regards their purity, sulphuretted hydrogen has been inva- 











riably absent from all of them, and ammonia as invariably present. In none 
of the gases has the quantity of sulphur exceeded what is permitted by law. |’ 
The above results are obtained from the Imperial Company’s at their 
Fulham works, and from the Chartered Company’s common and cannel gas 
at their works in the Horseferry Road, Westminster. 


Dr. WuHiTmMoRE’s REPORT ON THE QUALITY OF THE WATER SUPPLIED 
1n St. MaryLEBONE, IN Marcu, 1866:— 











| Total Solid Matter inde-|* Loss by Incineration of 
MARcH | $s or grains per Solid Matter in pre- Am- 
. | Imperial gallon. vious column. monia. 
{ 
| Fes., 1866. | Man., 1866.) Fes., 1866. ; Mar., 1866. 
Distilled Water . . .| ye 0° 0° 0° oe 
West Middlesex —s 19°24 19°68 1°64 1°56 
Grand Junction water; 19°48 20°68 1280 j|_)=S «1°52 
Pump, near Bond St. .| 67°68 2°40 0°850 
Pump, in Riding House, 
Ns «ews sia } 69°92 3°36 0°634 














* The loss by incineration of the solid matter represents the amount of organic 
and other volatile matters contained in 70,000 grains of water. 








Share List of Metropolitan Gas Companies. 











































































































£ Amount Div. e leiaued Div. 5 Amount! Div. 

No. #8 Name paid per | Price No. #3 Name paid | per Price No. rE Name paid r Price 
of 23 or up Cent per of |25 oF up Cent. per of z or up ent _per 
Shares £ + Company. r per Share hares| & » ComPany. r per Share. [Shares Be ComPanr. r per Share. 

issued. 4 Share. Annum ssued.| < & Share. Annum. issued.| < & Share. jAnnum. 
| | j j 
| 2 | F: salg sdi£sd £ | lg sag saq\£ sd £ £ sdj£ sdj& sad 
5000) 10 |Anglo-Romano, .|10 00/9 0 6 11 tol3] 4000) 50 |Eguitable . . . .|50 00/10 0 0) 74t075 12000! 5 |Malta& Medit.(L.)) 5 0 0 2100 
5000; 20 |Bahia(Limited). ./20 00) 4 0 0 16 10 0} 4000] 25 | Do.,newshares.'25 00/10 0 0| 37 to374f 30000! 5 |Oriental, Calcutta] 5 0 0; 8 0 0} 43 to 54 
1000; 20 | Do., preference .|20 0 0/10 0 0) 27 10 0 | 23406| 10 |European(Lim.) .,10 0 0/10 0 0/124 to 12g§ 30000} 5 | Do.,new shares. 01008 00 gto 
750| 20 | Do., do.,redeem.|10 0 0/10 0 0) 12 10 0 | 12000, 10 | Do.,new shares.| 5 0 010 0 0) 6j to6j | 10000! 5 |Ottoman (Limited)| 5 00) tos 
30000) 5 Bombay (Limited).| 5 0 0|£5intr.) 43 to 54 | (Boulogne, Amiens,| | 10000] 10 |Para (Limited) . .\10 0 0/£6intr. “Te 
10000} 5 | Do., third issue .| 4 0 0/£5intr.| 3 to 4 | | Rouen, en,| 27000| 20 |Pheniz ..... 20 0 0/10 0 0/264 to 263 
10000) 20 cc — .120 0010 0 0/298 to294) | | Havre,& Nantes.)| 3600/100 Do., ae “sie ‘ 115 00 : . : = : : 
vorwich, uil- 20000! 10 'Great Central Gas} 144000) Sk.| _Do.(capit.profits) 
Tencontes, Hanley. | | Consumers. . .10 0610 0 0/13t0 13%] 5000) 20 |Ratehif .. . . 20 0 O10 0 0) 29to31 
(Potteries), w- 5000; 10 [Hong Kong (Lim.)|10 0 0) 9 toll 20 |Rio de Janeiro (L)./20 0 0/10 00 204 to 214 
bridge, &Holy well.) 26000| 50 Imperial, old sh.|50 00/10 0 0) 7510754} 4138] 5 |Singapore(Lim.) .| 5 0 0) 2 00 
1300100 | Do., bonds . . .| £100 |10 0 0)197t0198} 2000) 5 |_ Do., preference .| 5 0 0) 7 10 0 
12000) 50 |Chartered . . . .|50 00/10 0 0] 65066 | 7000) 25 /Imperial Austrian. |10 0 0) Shanghai... .. ; 
6000; 50} Do....... [35 0 0/10 0 0/424 to 423] 28000) 50 |Impl. Continental/43 15 0/16 0 0) 954 to 96] 4000) 50 |Sth. Metropolitan |50 0 0/10 0 0) 80 to 81 | 
10000} 20 |C.of London, Ash.|20 0 0)10 0 0| 2741028 (Amsterdam, Berlin 15000] 10 |Surrey Consumers|l0 0 0/10 0 Oj 14 to 14} 
10000} 10 | Do., Bsharesi10 00) 4 00) 7to7$ Ghent, Hanover, 10000; 10 | Do.,new. . . .| 4 0 0}10 0 0] 6 to7 
8000] 10 | Do.,new shares.}10 0 0/10 0 0| 133 tol4 ille, Rotterdam,| 9000} 50 |United General. .|50 0 0} 4 12 0) 30to 31 
25000] 25 |City of Moscow(L)/12 10 0/£7intr.| 8 to9 ~ in - Chapelle, (Dublin&Limerick) 
Colonial & Gene! cede Koo" 1000€| 10 | Victoria Docks. . 
17490) 25 {Commercial . . .|25 0 0|10 0 0| 36 to37 Frankfort-on - M., 3000| 10 | Wandsworth ¢§ 
5000) 20 ContinentalG.&W.| 6 00\6 00 Haarlem, Stolberg, Putney. . . . ./10 00) 7 10 0)13§ tol4 
2500; 20 |Continental Union.j29 09 0] 8 00! 17to018 Toulouse, & Vienna 20000) 10 | Western (Limited) 
17500] 20} Do. ...... 10 00) 8 00! 8to9 | 3000) 40 |Independent . . -|40 0 0|10 0 0] 60 to65 Ashares.|10 0 0/10 0 0] 144 tol5 
5827| 5 |County & Gen.(L)| 5 00 3000} 10} Do. ..... ./10 00/5 00! 8to9 | 10000) 10| Do., Bshares.| 5 0 0/10 0 0/ 85 to9 
2000} 5 | Do.,preference.| 5 0 0 3000; 20} Do. .... - +10 00/7 109 11 to13 | 10000} 10 | Do., Cshares.} 3 00/10 00 to 6 
pa 94 Rigen rang 6886| 50 |Londun . . . . ./50 0 0j10 0 0/69 to694} 20000) 10 Do. Dsshares.) 1 0 0 1) to2 
Nexthfleet, Wal 5519| 25 | Do., Ist pref. .|25 00) 6 0 0/29to29}] 8000 5 |West Ham... .|5 00/7100 6100 
ton, & Ware.) 568) 50 | Do., 2nd pref. .60 00)/6 00 6000} 5 | Do.,newshares.| 3 @ 0) 7100) 3180 
5090) 10 iCrystal Pal. Dist.|10 0 0/10 0 0/154 to153f 219) 50 | Do., 3rd pref. .|50 00/6 00 551) 10 |WestLondon Junc- 
ow ee ft Se 007 00/1 7 6 {187812 Do., lst pref.sk 6 00 tion (Lim.). ./10 00) 6 00 
10000! 10 | Do., preference .|10 0 0] 6 0 0/12} to13 [118287) Do., 2nd pref.sk 5 00 520/10 | Do., preference ./10 00) 6 00 
Advertisements. 





STANDARD GASHOLDERS, AND TESTING APPARATUS. 





GEORGE GLOVER & COS 





Extensive experience, in this country and abroad, 
Gas-Meters, which have come more rapidly into 
tured.—The printed Report of the official In- 
chester, for the year ending 1863, shows that 
5 new Wet Meters; and that George Glover and 
in point of accuracy, as shown in the following 


Thomas Glover 
Croll, Rait, and Co. 
Thomas Fletcher 


” 
” 


2? 


Joseph Boulton ” 


IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS, 
| 





“ George Glover and Co., per centage of error on the number tested, 2°116. 


has proved the superiority of their Improved Dry 
general use than any Meter hithetto manufac- 
spector of Gas-Meters for the City of Man- 
he tested 5707 new Dry Gas-Me‘ers, and only) 
Co.’s Improved Dry Gas-Meters stand highest 
extract :— 











| 
| 


| 
| 
w 7 2:812. i 
" 5540. 
- - 15°121. 
. . 25°000.” 











| 
| 
Ranelagh Works, Ranelagh Road (near Pimlico Pier), London, 8.W.; and | 


15, Market Street, Manchester. 
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WANTED, by the Advertiser, who 
understands the general routine of a gas- 
work, an engagement as MANAGER or ASSISTANT, 
Satisfactory testimonials. No objection to go abroad. 

Address, H. B., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, 
Figet Sreeet, E.C; 








TO GAS COMPANIES AND CONTRACTORS. 


young Man, who has had many 
years experience in main and service laying, 
gasfitting, and repairing and taking of meters, and has 
a practical knowledge of the making and distribution 
of gas, having been working foreman of a work where 
the quantity of made is about 12 million cubic feet 
per annum, is desirous of obtaining an engagement 
either as GENERAL WORKMAN in the above 
branches, or as FOREMAN of a Work. Good refer- 
ences can be given. 
Apply, J. W. YounG, 46, Roper Street, Whitehaven, 
CUMBERLAND. 


ANTED, by the Edinburgh and 
Leith Gas Company, a competent FOREMAN 
SUPERINTENDENT for their Works. He must be 
aay experienced in the qualities and manufac- 
ture of gas from Scottish cannel coal, keeping of 
manufacturing and time books, the construction and 
upholding of apparatus, and general superintendence 
and direction of workmen in the various departments 
of a large Gas-Work. 

The Company provide a dwelling-house on the pre- 
mises, rent free, with a moderate allowance of coal 
and gas, 

Applications {stating age, last or present employ- 
ment, and salary expected) to be made or addressed to 
Mr. Joun Rein, Engineer and Manager of the Com- 
pany, on or before the 15th of May. 

Edinburgh and Leith Gas Company’s 

Office, 8, George Street, Edinburgh, 
April 28, 1866. 


ANTED, by the Coleshill Gas 
Company, Limited, a steady married man as 
MANAGER, who thoroughly understands all the 
routine of gas-making, setting of clay retorts, main 
and service aying, fixing and reading meters, fitting, 
&c. One retort in the summer; three in the winter. 
He will be required to do all the work as above, with 
the assistance of a boy during the winter. 

Wages 18s. per week, with house, garden, coal, and 
gas free. 

Apply by letter, enclosing testimonials and refer- 
ences, to the SzorETARY, Gas Company, Coleshill, 
near BIRMINGHAM. 

Letters not replied to in seven days to be considered 
as declined. 











GASFITTER FOR CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 
HE Undersigned is authorized by 
Gas C 


the Port Elizabeth pany to engage an 
experienced and trustworthy single MAN, to proceed 
immediately to the Cape, under a twelvemonth’s en- 
gagement. No one need apply who cannot give the 
most satisfactory ref both as to ability and 
character. 
Each applicant must state age, wages required, and 
when he can be ready to leave. 
Gro. BowER, 
Engineer and Gas-Works Contractor, 
8t. Neots, Hunts. 














wan TED, an experienced Gas- 
MAKER, who also understands gasfitting, to 

take the charge of a small Work. Testimonials of 

character and abilities will be required. 

Address the MANAGER of the Knighton Gas Com- 

pany, RADNORSHIRE. 


RECIPITATED OXIDE OF IRON, 


prepared by the process as patented by Mr. HILLs, 
Manufactured by 
ARTHUR WARNER, 
17, LAURENCE PouNTNEY Lanz, Lonpon, E.C, 








RITISH ASSOCIATION OF GAS 
MANAGE 


NAGERS. 

NOTICE.—The THIRD ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING of the above Association will be held in 
London, on WEDNESDAY and THURSDAY, the 
23rd and 24th of May next. Chair to be taken at 
Twelve o’clock at noon, on Wednesday, May 23, by 
THomas HawKESLey, Esq., C.E., President of the 
Association. j 

Farther particulars will shortly be announced. 

JAMES BLACKBURN, 
Honorary Secretary. 
Gas-Works, Droylsden, Manchester, 
April 28, 1866. 


WAntED to purchase, a quantity 
of CROCUS. 

Apply, stating price and quantity, to A. B., care of 
Mr, E. Houlston, Bookseller, NUNEATON. 


CONTRACT FOR GAS COALS. 


TOWN OF DUDLEY GASLIGHT COMPANY. 


HE Directors of the above Company 
invite TENDERS for the supply of 7000 tons of 
screened GAS COAL, as free from sulphur as possible. 
Also 800 tons of CANNEL COAL (the weight to be 
2400 Ibs. to the ton), to be delivered in trucks free at 
Netherton Station, G.W.R., between July 1 next and 
June 30, 1867. Rates of delivery subject to arrange- 
ment. A trial will be made previous to selection. 

Terms of payment monthly. 

Tenders to be addressed to the SECRETARY, and en- 
dorsed “ Tender for Gas Coal,” on or before the 15th 
of May next. 

The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the 
lowest or any tender. 

Gas-Works, Dudley, April 25, 1866. 











TO GAS ENGINEERS, BUILDERS, AND 
CONTRACTORS. 


HE Directors of the Crewkerne Gas 

and Coke Company are prepared to receive 

TENDERS for the erection of their new WORKS, 
with the necessary apparatus, manager’s house, &c, 

Also for the following, viz.:— 

To supply and lay about 150 yards of 8-in. main-pipe. 
” 490 ”» 6-in. » 
” 350 ” 4-in. ” 
At per yard. 
With the branches, bends, and syphons necessary—at 
per cwt, 
‘To take up and relay about 319 yards of 5-in. main-pipe. 
” 230 ,, 3-in. ” 
” 450 ” 2-in. ” 
At per yard. 

Also for transferring about 112 services—at per 
service, 

Plans and specifications for the above works may be 
seen on application to Mr. Pote, the Company’s Ma- 
nager, at Crewkerne, on and after the 18th of April 
inst.; and tenders to be delivered to Mr. MARSH, the 
seen (endorsed “ Tender for Gas-Works”’) on or 
before Monday, the 7th of May next. 

The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the 
lowest or any tender. 

Dated Crewkerne, April 13, 1866. 


BEST AND HOBSON, 
LATE 
ROBERT BEST, 

100, CHARLOTTE STREET, BIRMINGHAM, 
Manufacturers of 
CHANDELIERS, PENDANTS, BRACKETS, 
Brass and Iron Gas-Fittings, Steam and Water-Cocks 
&e., &e. 


Also, 
PATENT WELDED IRON TUBES, 
For Gas, Steam, Water, and other purposes. 
GAS APPARATUS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 
High-pressure Water-Valves and Cocks, &c., &c. 
Plumbers Brassfoundry, 
Brass, CoprpER, COMPOSITION, AND LEAD TUBES. 
Works: Birmingham, and Great Bridge, Staffordshire 








For SALE, a small Gasholder, with 
5 cast-iron columns and girders, 35 ft. diameter 
by 12 ft. deep. In very good condition, except the 
crown. 

Apply to Epcar Cuurcu, Manager, Gas-Works, 
HUNTINGDON. 


N SALE, an Exhauster, nearly 
new (by Garforth, of Dukinfield), 3-ft. stroke, to 
pass 18,000 feet per hour, with 12-in. screw valves 
and connexions complete. Also one STEAM-ENGINE 
(by Chadwick, of Manchester), 12-in. stroke, in good 
condition. 
Will be sold together or separately. Can be seen 
working. 
For particulars and price apply to J. KELSALL, 
Manager. 
Gas-Works, Ashton-under-Lyne. 


O* SALE, one Set of 4 round Dry- 
Lime PURIFIERS, 6 ft. diameter, with centre 
valve, Fame pipes, &c, 
As these purifiers are being replaced by others of 
larger di ions, no ble offer will be refused. 
Apply to Mr. W. Lonaworta, Gas-Works, DUKIN- 
FIELD. 














GAS-WORKS, COLCHESTER. 


T° BE SOLD, a Set of 4 Purifiers, 

10 ft. by 10 ft. and 1 ft. 8 in. deep, with hydraulic 
centre valve and lifting apparatus for the covers com- 
plete, 4 tiers of perforated sieves in each, 6-in. con- 
nexions, Also a horizontal Scrubber, Washer, and 
6-in. vertical Condensers, with by-passes, valves, and 
connexions. 

The above purifiers, &c., are being sold and removed 
to make room for larger ones to be substituted. 

Further information may be obtained on application 
to A.C, Fraser, Engineer, Gas-Works, COLCHESTER. 


T° BE SOLD, a Set of 4 Cast-Iron 

DRY-LIME PURIFIERS, each 7 ft, 3in. by 
6 ft. 3 in., and 8 ft. 9 in. deep, with complete hydraulic 
centre valve, and revolving lifting-crane for the covers. 
Three tiers of cast perforated shelves in each, and 
8-in. connexions, 

The above purifiers are in good condition, and sold 
in consequence of larger having been substituted. 

The Company have also for sale at a low price, in 
very good condition, a 3-horse TABLE STEAM- 
ENGINE. 

The whole may be inspected and particulars known 
on application to Mr. GIFFoRD, Gas Company’s Office, 
CAMBRIDGE. 

Feb. 19, 1866. 


OR SALE, a Set of 4 Purifiers, 

consisting of 4 boxes, 5 ft. square (inside) and 

2 ft. 8in. deep; 5-in. connexions; there is a set of 

wrought-iron grates to each box, and wrought-iron 

covers. Alsoa Centre Valve. They are in good con- 
dition, and may be removed at little cost. 

Also 1 Purifier, 6 ft. 2 in. square and 2 ft. 9 in. deep; 
7-in. connexions, wrought-iron cover. This purifier 
is nearly new; and further particulars may be known 
on application to JoHN Moir, Manager, Gas-Works, 
SHOTLEY BRIDGE. 











TO INVENTORS AND PATENTEES. 


R. W. H. BENNETT, having had 
considerable experience in matters connected 
with Gas, Water, and Sanitary Improvement, begs to 
say that he continues to assist Inventors in the perfec- 
tion of their designs, and to obtain for them PROVI- 
SIONAL PROTECTION, whereby their invention ma 
be secured for Six Months; or LETTERS PATENT, 
which are granted for Fourteen Years. 

Patents completed, or proceeded with at any stage, 
thereby rendering it unnecessary for persons resident 
in the country to visit London. 

Patents procured for Foreign Countries. 

Information as to cost, &c., supplied gratuitously 
upon application to the advertiser, 42, Parliament 
Street, WESTMINSTER. [Office of the JoURNAL OF 
Gas LicuTine, &c.] 











GAS-METER COMPANY, LIMITED, 


(LATE CROLL, RAIT, & C0,,) 


Beg to intimate that the printed report of the official inspector of Gas-Meters for the City of Manchester for the year ending 
1864 shows the following comparison :— 


NEW METERS TESTED. 


Of the Gas-Meter Company, Limited. . Dry . . 
Wet. . 


lc + "Ss Se « 4 
Of George Gloverand Co. . . . . Dry . ., 


* The Unvarying Water-Line Gas-Meter, in regard to which the following extract from said report refers :—‘ The visiting justices will 
perceive, from a comparison of the tables now appended with those of last year (viz., 1863), that there has been a large increase in the number 
of new wet meters tested, owing to the Gas Committee having substituted the wet for the dry in the case of hired meters.” 





Extract from printed report of the said official inspector for the year ending 1862, shows the following comparison :— 
Croll, Rait, and Co., per centage of error on the number tested. . 8°671 
George Glover and Co. 


” ” 


1116 
1292 
-—— 2408 
o « «=. 888 


22°727 


” +” 
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GEORGE ANDERSON, 


GAS AND CONSULTING ENGINEER. 
OFFICES REMOVED TO 


19, NORTHUMBERLAND STREET, CHARING CROSS. 


Mr. ANDERSON advises Companies on all matters connected with the manufacture of Gas and the construction 


of Works. 
PATENTEE & MANUFACTURER of the following Inventions :— 


RETORT SETTINGS, heated by tar without the production of smoke. 
STEAM-ENGINES and EXHAUSTERS, separately or combined. 
FOUR-WAY VALVES, one of which is equal to three ordinary Valves. 
STATION GOVERNORS in which the Gasholder cannot tilt and cause accidents. 


A Pamphlet containing Eighteen Illustrations of the foregoing, with letter-press on the construction of Works, 
post free, 2s. 6d. 


“ The Author is well qualified to speak authoritatively upon the important subjects to which his pamphlet refers.” —Artizan. 


THE WELLINGTON TUBE WORKS, 


LIMITED, 


GREAT BRIDGE, WEDNESBURY. 


REGISTERED OFFICES, LONDON OFFICES, 


394, NEW STREET, BIRMINGHAM. | 95, GRACECHURCH STREET, E.C. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


TRON TUBES & FITTINGS FOR GAS, STEAM, & WATER, 


This Company possesses special facilities for the manufacture and supply of all descriptions of Tubes and Fittings, 
and every article in connexion with Gas-Works. 


EDWARD COCKEY & SONS, 
IRON-WORKS, FROME SELWOOD, 
PATENT GAS-VALVES. 
A PRIZE MEDAL 


' WAS AWARDED TO THE PATENTEES AT THE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF 1862. 


May 1, 1866.} 


























These Valves are formed of two cylinders, working one on the other horizontally, having their faces ground perfectly gas- 
tight. 

They are adapted either as central valves, for two, three, or four purifiers—as bye-passes—or as inlet and outlet-valves for 
gasholders. 

They have been fixed in some of the most important Gas-Works in the Kingdom, for more than eight years. Consider- 
ably over two hundred of them are now in use, and the most satisfactory reports of their advantages continue to be received. 
They are simple in construction, and not liable to get out of repair, and if in course of time the faces should leak, they can be 
easily re-ground and made as tight as ever, without removal from their positions. Each Valve is fitted with an index, which 
shows to the person in charge of the Works in what direction the gas is passing. 


Frome, January 20, 1866. 


WOLVERHAMPTON RETORT WORKS. 
ESTABLISHED 1840. 


JOHN EUNSON AND SON, 





EDMUND SMITH, 
GRASBROOK, HAMBURG, 


would respectfully call the attention of engineers 
and managers of gas-works to his Newly Improved 


GAS ENGINEERS, AND MANUFACTURERS OF CLAY RETORTS, pe me pn a erento’ 1009 tn Enghed, and the 
AND FIRE GOODS IN GENERAL, Price-lists and tenders for gas-meters, experimental 


station-meters, experimental holders, governors, puri- 
fiers, gasholders, preseure-gauges, gas and water fit- 
tings, &c., are forwarded on application. 


ALFRED PENNY, Gas and 


WOLVERHAMPTON. 
Retort Mouthpieces, Bolts, Nuts, and every description of Wrought-Iron Work. 


ATHELS’S Patent Four-Way Disc B CARPENTER’S Improved Wood a aa 
t 


GAS-VALVES, applied to Purifiers, Gasholders, SIEVES for Gas-Purifiers. WENLocKk IRON Works, 
or other apparatus, save from ONE-HALF to TwO- | Works: 14, John Street, Pentonville Road, Lonpon, N. | 21 & 22, WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. 


THIRDS the number of ordinary Valves and Connexions. . é 
They are simple, strong, and duradle; and having no Mr. Penny having had a large experience in the 
und faces or rubbing surfaces, cannot get set fast The above sieves are used by the principal gas com- | construction, alteration, and management of Gas- 
.owever long they may remain unmoved. The direc- | panies in London and the country. Their utility, | Works, begs to inform the Directors of Gas Companies 
tion in which the Gas is passing can also be seen ata | durability, and cheapness combined, render them su- | that he may be consulted on all matters appertaining 
glance. perior to all others. thereto. He also manufactures Gasholders, Purifiers, 
Descriptive Circular, Prices, &c., furnished on appli- Testimonials from gas engineers who have tested | and all the various apparatus used in Gas-Works, and 
cation to Mr. E. 8, CaTHELs, Gas-Works, SHREWS- | their qualities forwarded on application. keeps in stock Retorts and Mouthpieces, Socket-Pipes, 
BURY, or to the Manufacturers, Messrs. GugsT and All orders punctually attended to, and estimates | Bends, Branches, T-pieces, &c. &c. 
CHRIMES, ROTHERHAM. given if required. Plans, Specifications, and Estimates prepared. 
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WALKERS ° GAS-VALVES. | prronarzy oxinz or r20n 





constantly on Sale. Apply to 
MARTYN DENNIS AND CO., 
LIVERPOOL. 












TOWN MAIN 
PRESSURE GAUCE 


CAS WORKS fi) 
PRESSURE CAUCE} 
f 





GAS-BURNERS are entirely free 
from liability to Corrosion, Injury from 
Heat, or danger of Fraction, and are un- 
alterable in the dimensions of their Aper- 
tures. Uniformity in the consumptionof 
gas is obtained by the process of manutac- 
ture, which insures that 
the burners shall be pre- 
cisely similar in pattern, 


Net Cash Price, 8s. per gross. 
Patertee and Sole Manufacturer, S. LEont1, 34, St. 
Paul Street, New North Road, Lonpon, N. 


THOMAS LAMBERT & SON, 


SHORT STREET, LAMBETH, LONDON. 






























CARTER’S SAFETY GAS-VALVES, 


Made to suit every Description of Fittings. 
Section of Valve open, 





YTUBE FROM OUTLET 
WORKS SIDE VALVE MAIN TO TOWN TO 
TO PRESSURE THE PRESSURE 
CAUCE ABOVE, CAUCE ABOVE 


JUBE FROM CAS 





Manufacturers of 








A—Aboveground Screw Gas-Valve, with improved Indicator, to show when open and shut. 
B—Underground Screw Gas-Valve, for shallow Street-Mains, made with or without an Indicator. WROUGHT-IRON PIPES AND FITTINGS, 
ee gery with —<s Pinions and machine-cut Teeth. __ SLUICE-VALVES anv STOP-COCKS, 
mae * a sy cme = magma strong, undamageable Racks and Pinions—made as shown, STOCKS, TAPS, & DIES, 
E—Regulating Indicating Column and Valve, for governing the supply of Gas to the Town. CHANDELIERS, PENDANTS, &c. 
LITTLE SUTTON STREET, LONDON, EC. PATENT MERCURIAL GAS-REGULATORS. | 





PATENT ANTIMONY PAINT. | 


MADE ONLY BY 


GEORGE HALLETT & CO., 


296, ROTHERHITHE, LONDON, S.E. 

















This Paint having been in general use over four years (especially in some of the principal Gas-Works), and proved itself the best light-coloured Paint | 
produced for resisting the influence of vitiated atmospheres, it is important that its qualities should be more widely known. 1] 
It is not discoloured like white lead in a sulphuretted atmosphere, nor washed off like white zinc; and its light colour reflecting heat, produces much || 
less ro of gas in holders painted with it than with dark colours, besides rendering them much more sightly. Its specific gravity is so much below || 
white lead that the same weight will cover one-third more surface, while it is equal in body; and its price being about the same (28s. per cwt.), it is actually 

one-third cheaper. From experience, its manufacture is greatly improved, and it is quite suitable for all purposes in which white lead is employed. | 
Reference is kindly permitted by the Engineers of the City of London, Commercial, London, and Surrey Consumers Gas Companies, who pronounce it | 
the best Paint known for their purposes. | 





N.B.—Antimony Paint, COVERING SO MUCH MORE WORK, costs under 20s. per ecwt., as compared | 
with White Lead at 28s. per ewt. | 




















CLIFFS PATENT 
AMELLED_CLAY__RETORT. __ 


Gi | 
Oh 30 Se 
JOSEPH CLIFF & SON, 


THE ORIGINAL 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
NEAR LEEDS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF 


FIRE GOODS, and SALT-GLAZED DRAIN-PIPES, 
Lonpon AGENT: 


MARCUS BOURNE NEWTON, 
Wharf No. 4, inside Great Northern Goods Station, King’s Cross 


Where is always kept a Stock of Retorts, Fire-Bricks, Terra Cotta Ware, and 
Drain- Pipes, 


























a 
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GAS & GENERAL ENGINEERING OFFICES, 
53 FREDERICK STREET, EDINBURGH. 


R. JOHN ROMANS, Civil and 


Practical Engineer, may be consulted at the 
above address on all matters pertaining to Gas-Works, 
Water-Works, and other Engineering questions. 

Plans and Specifications Furnished, Works Erected 
and Repaired, or taken on Lease for a term of years. 

Mr. Romans is also agent in Edinburgh for supplying 

High-Classed Scottish Cannel lCoal andFire-Clay Goods. 


RASER’S PATENT RIBBED CAST- 
IRON RETORTS are being introduced at the 
Gas-Works, Derby, Shrewsbury. Portsea, Nottingham, 
Syston, Whitwick, Barrow-in-Furness, Seaham, Ris- 
borough, Leighton, Loughborough, Corwen, Castle 
Donnington, Kegworth, Royston, Woking, Swadlincote, 
gby, Carlow in Ireland, Stornoway, N.B.; also at 
Gibraltar and Montreal, &c. 








Apply to Mr. A. C. Fraser, Gas-Works, 
CoLCHESTER. 
XIDE OF IRON, 


We are prepared to supply, on moderate terms, 


HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF IRON (BOG OCHRE), 


| Same quality as supplied by us to several of the most 
| extensive Gas Companies, and which has given entire 
satisfaction, 


FRANCIS RITCHIE & SONS, 
j BELFAST. 
\INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 
1862. CLASS X. 
PRIZE MEDAL 
For excellence of Fire-Clay Gas Retorts, and 
“ HONOURABLE MENTION ” for 
geod quality of Fire-Bricks. 
Wiiisn STEPHENSON & SONS, 
THROCKLEY, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


STOURBRIDGE FIRE-CLAY WORKS. 
E. BAKER & CO., 














of all dimensions. 
GAS-RETORTS always in stock. 
GARDEN EDGINGS of various patterns. 
ORNAMENTAL BUILDING BRICKS. 
GRATE BACKS in various designs. 
Contracts eutered into to set Retorts, erect Fur- 
naees, &c 








Ehipnients on the shortest notice. 


THOMAS CARR & SON, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, RETORTS, 
& 


c. &c. 
SCOTSWO0D FIRE- BRICK WORKS, 
BLAYDON-ON-TYNE. 


DDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 


NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 
Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire-Bricks,and every 
description of Fire-Clay Goods. 


ARRIS and PEARSON, 
PROPRIETORS OF 
BEST CLASS-HOUSE POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
PIRE BRICKS, GAS RETORTS, &C, 
AMBLECOTE Fire CLAY AND BRICK WoRKS, 
STOURBRIDGE, 
Late in the occupation of I. and W’. King. 
Originally J. Pidcock, Esq. 
NB A quantity of best Clay Retorts in stock, viz.— 
Circulars, 14 inches, 15 inches. 16 inches. 
D's, 1612, 15x14, 20% 16, 1618. 


ANCOCK’S. INDIA-RUBBER 
GAS-TUBING. 
All sizes, from § in. to 4 in. diameter and upwards. 





natn an encanta 











Also, 
INDIA-RUBBER BAGS for Gas-MaIns. 
WASHERS for Gas and STEAM JoINTs. 7 
VALVES (pure solid Rubber) for SrzEaM-ENGINES. 
PACKING (Roll or Sheet) for STEAM-ENGINES, 
STRAPS (Rubber aud Canvas) for DRIvING Ma- 
CHINERY. 
HOSE-PIPES to convey Hor or Cotp Water. 
COKE-HOSE, made specially for rough usage. 
GAUGE GLASS RINGS and WASHERS. 
SUCTION and DELIVERY HOSE-PIPES for 
Pumps, Fing-ENGINES, BREWERIES, and Factory 


a ee 
BRASS JETS, STOP-COCKS, SPREADERS, and 
UNION ConnegcTING-JoInts fitted to ditto. 
Illustrated Price-Lists on application. 


JAMES LYNE HANCOCE, 
Vulcanized India-Rubber Works, 
GOSWELL MEWS, anv 266, GOSWELL ROAD, 
LONDON, E,c. 














THE MEDAL FOR 1862. 


Trade Mark. 
a) Tae ONLY PRIZE MEDAL awaRDED 
ror TUBES anp FITTINGS. 


CROWN TUBE-WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, STAFFORDSHIRE. 
Warenovuse—8l, UPPER GROUND ST., LONDON. 


JAMES RUSSELL & SONS, 


Patentees and First Makers of Wrought-Iron Tubes. 


W. J. HOLLANDS, 


IRON MERCHANT, 
$1, BANKSIDE, LONDON, 5.E. 


Socket, FLANeE, Hot-Water PIPgS, AND ALL 
CoNNEXIONS; RetortTs, HYDRAULIC Main, LAMP- 
CoLtumns, &c.; AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF CAST- 
INGS AND WrovuGHutT-IRoN-WorK FoR GAS AND 
WatTER-WorkKS, STEAM, AND GENERAL PURPOSES. 

N.B.—All goods kept in stock, and supplied at 
wholesale prices. Estimates given, and orders by post 
punctually attended to the same day. 








FREDERICK RICHARDS, 
CONSULTING AND GENERAL ENGINEER, 
WILMSLOW, CHESHIRE. 

Plans, Specifications, and Estimates made for New 
or the Alteration of existing Gas-Works. 
Gas-Works leased, or Estimates given for the Ma- 
nufacture of Gas per Contract for a term of years. 
Manchester Office: 8, Cateaton Street. 





GAS COAL. 


ESSRS. RICHARD EVANS & CO., 
Haydock Collieries, near St. Helen’s, are pre- 
pared to SUPPLY their best GAS COAL to Gas Com- 
panies on favourable terms. 
This Coal is extensively used by some of the largest 
Gas Companies in the Kingdom. 
It produces 9,400 cubic feet of 17-candle power, and 
yields 13 cwt. of coke per ton, 


ROSS-BARS with square Thread 


Screws, double-faced full-way Valves, wrought- 
iron Retort-Lids, coke and main-layer’s Smelting- 
Barrows, with all other Gas Apparatus, manufactured 
by WM. RicHarpson and Son, Charles Henry Street, 
BIRMINGHAM. 








IRTLEY IRON WORKS, 
CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
DURHAM. 

Manufactory for every description of Casting and 
Machinery for Gas-Works and Water-Works. 
Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 
nexions of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 
Bankside, Southwark. 
. Office in London; Mr. E, M. Perkins, 78, Lombard 
treet. 





BELGIAN CLAY RETORTS. 
SUGG and CO., late ALBERT 


J. KELLER, Ghent.—The removal of the import 
duties on Earthenware permitting the entry of Clay 


| Retorts into England, Messrs. Sugg, of Ghent, beg to 


24 WHARF, HARROW ROAD, PADDINGTON, W. 


FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, SQUARES, and TILES © 


draw the attention of the Gas Companies of London, 
and other Cities, to the very superior quality of the 
RETORTS manufactured by them. They can _ be 
made of any size, in one piece, and of any form. The 
price will be in proportion to the weight, and very 
moderate in comparison to their value. 

Communications, addresssed to J. SuGG and Co., 
GHENT, will receive immediate attention. 





ESTABLISHED 1827. 


OHN BEVERLEY and SON, 
MARK LANE, LEEDS. 

Manufacturers of Patent Metallic Wet Gas-Meters, 

Station- Meters, Experiment- Meters, Governors, 


| Pressure-Gauges, Syphon-Pumps, &c. 





Inventors and sole manufacturers of Beverley’s 
double-cased Gas Cooking Apparatus, unequalled in 
economy, comfort, and cleantiness. 

Meters of any maker altered and put into complete 
repair, to meet the requirements of the Sale of Gas Act 


OBERT MACLAREN and CO, 
EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGUW, 
Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by 
animproved Paten:. General Ironfounders, Gas En- 

gineers, and Wrought-Iron Tube Makers. 


D. BRUCE PEEBLES, 


Gas- Meter Manufacturer, 


FOUNTAINBRIDGE, 
EDINBURGH. 


ECONOMY IN GAS MAKING, 


GREATER BRILLIANCY OF LIGHT, 
LESS SMOKE, 


AND 


NO NAPHTHALINE, 


by using 


WARNER'S PATENT ANHYDROUS 
OXIDE OF IRON, 
Which, in addition to purifying Gas from all the Sul- 
phuretted Hydrogen and Carbonic Acid, decomposes 

at the same time the whole of the 
AMMONTA, 
and a portion of the Bi-sulphide of Carbon. 

This is the only material yet discovered which will 
decompose all the “A ia’’ tained in crude or 
unwashed Gas. 

The Hydrogen liberated through the decomposition 
of the Ammonia unites with the excess of carbon, and 
gives an increased yield of Gas of from 10 to 15 per 
cent., of greater brilliancy of light and with less 
smoke. 

The Oxide can be renovated by simple exposure to 
the air. 

Lonpon OFFices, 17, LauURENcE PountTNgy Lang. 

















AMES NEWTON & SONS, 
(Established 1820,) 
FIRE-BRICK AND TILE MERCHANTS, 
Wholesale and for Exportation, 
FALCON DOCK, 78 anp 79, BANKSIDE, 
SOUTHWARK, LONDON, 3S.E., 


Derét for STOURBRIDGE anp NEWCASTLE 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, and FIRE-CLAY, 
and every Article suitable for 


GAS AND WATER WORKS. 
J. T. B. PORTER & CO., 


GAS ENGINEERS, 


MANUFACTURERS AND CONTRACTORS FOR GAS-WORKS 
Of any extent at Home and Abroad, 
GOWTS BRIDGE WORKS, LINCOLN, 


AND 
JOHN STREET, ADELPHI, LONDON, W.C. 


JAMES MILNE & SON, 
GAS ENGINEERS, GAS-METER, GAS APPARATUS, AND 
GASFITTINGS MANUFACTURERS, 
EDINBURGH, 








| & 2, KING EDWARD STREET, NEWGATE 


STREET, LONDON. 





Station-Meters, Governors, Consumers Meters, Gas 
Lustres, Chandeliers, Brackets, &c., and every de- 
scription of Gasfittings and Gas Apparatus. 


W. and H. SIMMONDS, 
RETORT-SETTERS, 
7R, SouTH Street, NEw Nortu Roap, Istinoton, N. 
W. and H. Simmonds having had long experience in 
retort-setting and the erection of tar-furnaces, beg to 
inform Directors and Managers of gas-works that they 
undertake to set or repair Retorts, and find labour and 
materials or labour only, on the most reasonable terms. 


JAMES OAKES and CO., 


ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 


AND 
WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20, WHARF ROAD, 
CITY ROAD, LONDON, 
Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies and the publ:+, 
that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINGS 
in general use in Gas and Water-Works, including 
Iron Retorts, Socke and Flange Pipes, Pends, 
Branches, and Syphons of all sizes, Lamp Columns, 


N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, 
Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- 
ate attention. 








CHARLES Hors .ey, Agent. 


WALTER MABON & CO., 


Engineers, 
ARDWICK IRON-WORKS, 
FAIRFIELD STREET, MANCHESTER, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
IRON TANKS, GASHOLDERS, 
GAS APPARATUS, 

PIPES, VALVES, IRON ROOPS, 


WROUGHT AND CAST-IRON GIRDERS. 


DESIGNS, SPECIFICATIONS, & ESTIMATES 
FURNISHED. 








PRESERVATION OF GASHOLDERS. 


ILICATE OF IRON POWDER, 
boiled with GAS TAR to a thickness which will 
allow it to be put on with a brush warm, will effectually 
preserve Iron and Wood Work. 
Price of the Silicate of Iron Powder, 8s. per cwt., 
delivered at railway-station in London, 
Address, A. WARNER, 17, Laureuce Pountney Lane, 
Lonpon, E.C. 





J. STRACHAN, 
CONSULTING GAS ENGINEER, 
68, KING’S ROAD, READING, 

Having had many years experience in the adjustment 
and regulation of the supply of gas to public lamps, 
begs to offer his services to Gas Companies, Corpora- 
tions, or Boards of Health, on reasonable terms. 

Contracts taken for laying mains, general repairs, 
and extension of gas-works. 
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NOTICE OF REMOVAL. 


THE BUSINESS OF 


WILLIAM SUGG, 


GAS ENGINEER, 


is removed to his New Factory, 


VINCENT WORKS, VINCENT STREET, 


REGENT STREET, WESTMINSTER. 


WATER AND GAS PIPES, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF CASTINGS. 


CLARIDGE, NORTH, AND COMPANY, 


PHG@NIX FOUNDRY, BILSTON. 


KING BROTHERS, 
STOURBRIDGE FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS. 


HEAD 0x MOUTH PIECE 
































KING BROTHERS beg especially to caf. the attention of Gas Companies to the superiority of their Retorts, whicm are made from the celebrated STOURBRIDGE 
FIRE-CLAY. Mr. King has patented a Kiln for burning Retorts, by which Patent all Cold Air is excluded from the Kiln while burning, thus rendering them FREE 


rendering them less liable to carbonize. 


g 
FROM CRACKS AND CORRECT IN FORM. By great care in Manufacturing, combined with the advantages in burning,a VERY SMOOTH SURFACE is obtained, | |. 








Retort Ovens, Fire-Bricks, Guards, Saddles, Rabbitted Burs, Flues, and Quarries, are all Manufactured of the same quality of Clay. 
Every Retort and Brick is branded “‘ King Brothers, Stourbridge.’ 


IMPROVED GAS APPARATUS, 
FOR TOWNS, VILLAGES, &e. 
INVENTED AND MANUFACTURED BY 


WwW. C. HOLMES & CO. 


WHITESTONE IRON-WORKS, HUDDERSFIELD. 
WILL BE SENT ON APPLICATION :— 
Puians, Sprecirications, and Prices of GAS APPARATUS; 
Puans, Specirications, and Estimatzs of the requisite BUILDINGS for each size of Apparatus ; 
Pians of the IMPROVED ANNULAR CONDENSERS ;s 
Pians of the COMBINED PURIFYING APPARATUS, so eminently adapted for Exportation. 














LONDON OFFICES—56, GRACECHURCH STREET, CITY. 
*,* Please address letters to the Works at Huddersfield. 





WILLIAM INGHAM AND SONS, 
WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, 


y (i 








W. INGHAM and SONS, having for many years been extensively engaged in the Manufacture of 
RETORTS AND FIRE-BRICKS FROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY FIRE-CLAY 
beg to call especial attention to their RETORTS, which have for many seasons proved to be uusurpassed in quality by any in the Kingdom, their FREEDOM FROM 
CRACKS and the ADHESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of all parties interested in the making of Gas. 
The Works are of such magnitude as to ensure the prompt execution of orders to any extent. 


Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required. 
GAS OVENS IN SEGMENTS OF EQUAL QUALITY. 
A large stock of Pire-Bricks, Fire-Clay, Terra Cotta, and Drain-Pipes of all sizes kept in London at CHRISTIE & co.— 
Wharf, 64, Bankside, Southwark, where all particulars of Prices, &c., may be obtained. 
N.B.—Zzport orders continue to have prompt attention. 
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TO GAS COMPANIES AND THE TRADE. 
4 Crystal > NOTICE OF REMOVAL IN CONSEQUENCE OF THE LATE FIRE. 
ae aS J. DEFRIES AND SONS, 
a pS Y Gas Engineers, and Manufacturers of 
CRYSTAL, BRONZED, & ORMOLU Chandeliers ; 
IMPROVED CRYSTAL STAR & SUN LIGHTS; 


VESTIBULES, and every description of Gas-Fittings. 


Temporary Show-Rooms:—16 & 17, COMMERCIAL STREET, WHITECHAPEL, 
Five Minutes Walk from their late Establishment, 147, HOUNDSDITCH. 











J. D. & SONS beg most respectfully to inform Gas Companies and the Trade that their CITY 
SHOW-ROOMS are now complete with every description of Lighting Mediums, including Registered 
Designs of Medieval Gas-Fittings, Crystal, Bronzed, Ormholu, and Electro-Plated Chandeliers, Brackets, 
; Vestibule-Lights, Bronzed and Gilt Statuettes. 

ie Special Designs prepared in perfect accordance with architectural arrangements. Estimates furnished 
ea ey for the Lighting and Fitting up of Theatres, Music-Halls, and Public or Private Buildings with Gas. 

I GAS-MOONS of the Newest Designs. 
cee’ gees The PATENT GAS-REGULATOR and PURIFIER reduced to Gs. Gd. per dozen. Patiern- 
7) Books of Gas-Fittings, Crystal and Ormolu Chandeliers for 1865-66 are now complete. 
Works: LONDON and BIRMINGHAM. 
The CRYSTAL CEILING, with Ventilating Apparatus, manufactured by J. Defries and Sons for 
the Strand Musie-Hail. 


NATURAL OXIDE OF IRON. 


Messrs. W. DAWBER & SON, 


QvuEEN’S DOCK, HTUti ti, 


Who with several Gas Companies successfully opposed the prolongation of Mr. F. C. Hills’s Patent for the Purification of 
Gas by Artificial Oxide of Iron, respectfully inform Directors of Gas Companies, Gas Engineers, and all interested in using the 
cheapest and most effectual material for the Purification of Gas, that they are now prepared to supply the NATURAL OXIDE 
OF IRON at a price per ton delivered, or to take Contracts by the ton of coal carbonized, receiving back the spent material. 
References to several London and provincial Gas Engineers of the highest eminence can be given on application to 
W. DAWBER & SON, to whom all orders should be addressed. 


Queen’s Dock, Hull, March 28, 1864. 











TO CORPORATIONS, GAS ENGINEERS, AND OTHERS. 


HENRY ALDER, 


GRANGE METER-WORKS, EDINBURGH, 
Begs to intimate that he has introduced the manufacture of DRY GAS-METERS in 


CAST-IRON CASES. 








These Meters are protected by registration under the “ Copyright of Designs Act.” They are much more durable, and at the 
same time more easily repaired than those in Tin Cases. 


Price list and terms on application. 





Established 1830. 


N. DEFRIES’S 


PATENT 


DRY GAS-METERS, 


with 
ROTARY VALVE, p 


still maintain their high standing for 
Manufacture, Correctness of Registration, 
Durability, & Steadiness of Light. 


STREET GOVERNORS, PRESSURE REGISTERS, 
TEST GASHOLDERS, 


AND EXPERIMENTAL GAS APPARATUS GENERALLY. 


WORKS: DIANA PLACE, EUSTON ROAD, 
































LONDON, N.W. 
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|(nvented and Patented in 1844, since which time 200,000 of these Meters have been 


' Of the best material and workmanship, carefully adjusted to meet the requirements of the SALES OF GAS ACT. 
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; THE 
GAS-METER COMPANY, LIMITED, 
A. ANGUS CROLL, C.E., ‘Chairman. ‘Wy 

GEORGE RAIT, Manacine Director. . T. G. BARLOW, C.E., Consuttine ENGINEER. : 


CROLL’S DRY GAS-METER, 











manufactured by Mr. CROLL,) 
Obtained PRIZE MEDALS at the EXHIBITIONS of London, 1851, of New York, 1853, and Paris, 1855. 
IMPROVED in 1858, 
And was awarded at the INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION of 1862, the PRIZE MEDAL for 
é 
‘GOOD CONSTRUCTION and SOUND WORKMANSHIP.” 
Now manufactured by the GAS-METER COMPANY, LIMITED, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON; and, for ‘the 


purpose of obtaining. greater accuracy in all its parts, the most perfect machinery has been adopted, ‘‘ By which the construction 
of the Meter is much simplified, while its liability to get out of order is diminished.” (See report of T. G. Bartow, Esq., C.E.) 


ALEXANDER WRIGHT, | 


55 and 554, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER, S. W., 


MANUFACTURER OF 


COMPENSATING & OTHER WET & IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS, 








STATION-METERS &® GOVERNORS, 
WRIGHT'S REGISTERING PRESSURE-GAUGE, EXHAUSTER REGISTER, & REGULATOR; 
STANDARD TEST GASHOLDERS; 
Consumers’ Governors; Inspectors’ Pocket, King’s, and all other kinds of Pressure-Gauges; Thermometers 
for Condensers, Pressure Registers, &c., &c. 

















EXPERIMENTAL TESTING APPARATUS, 
Employed by the best experimenters in this country and on the continent, and by the Gas Testers in the London districts. 
PIHOTOMETERS, SPECIFIC GRAVITY APPARATUS, BI-SSULPHURET OF CARBON TEST, THOMPSON’S BROMINE 
AND HEATING POWER OF FUEL TESTS, IMPROVED ALKALIMETER, EXPERIMENTAL METERS 
AND GOVERNORS, MINUTE CLOCKS, &c., &c. , 








1 GASHOLDERS; 


“ANALYSIS OF GAS. FOR PRACTICAL MEN,” 


New and Enlarged Edition, with ‘‘ Gas-Meter Testing under Sales of Gas Act,” p.p. 25 Stamps. 


R LAIDLAW & SON, 


| 

GAS ENGINEERS, IRON & BRASS FOUNDERS 

Alliance Foundry, 147, East Milton Street, and Barrowfield Iron-Works, 
| GLASGOW; . 

| 





anp at SIMON SQUARE, EDINBURGH; 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
STATION & CONSUMERS METERS, ALL SIZES; 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBES, ron GAS, WATER, & STEAM; CAST-IRON RETORTS & PIPES, 
HYDRAULIC MAINS, CONDENSERS, WASHERS, SCRUBBERS, PURIFIERS, & TANKS.) 


SLIDE-VALVES, &c¢.; 


WROUGHT & CAST IRON ROOFS & HOUSES. 
Contractors for Gas- Works of any Magnitude. Plans, Specifications, and Estimates furnished. 
LONDON ESTABLISHMENT—190, STRAND. 


| GOVERNORS, 











D. HULETT and CO., 55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, 


: PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the ONLY GOOD MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, 
invite the attention of Gas Companies and the Trade generally to their Improved GAS-METERS, which they warrant equal to 
any in Quality, Workmanship, and Simplicity of Construction, and the only Meters from which Gas cannot be obtained without 
being duly registered. MANUFACTURERS OF 
GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, VESTIBULES, BRACKETS, PENDANTS; 
LOUBLE CONE, ALBERT, SHADOWLESS, & EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BURNER, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, ETC.; 
IMPROVED FULL-WAY CARTER’S VALVES (much approved of); 
GAS-STOVES, and every article connected with Gas Apparatus. 
CAST & WROUGHT-IRON PIPE BLACK & GALVANIZED. COPPER. TIN, BRASS, & COMPOSITION. TUBING. 





D HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSEB 
for clearing out Mains, Services, and Interior Fittings—65s. net. 
Boyle’s Patent Silvered Glass Combination Reflectors and Outside Lanterns. 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Photometer. 
Large Pattern Books with every description of Gas-Fittings, Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, 128- 
——— 
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